
What s Happening at  

Highland 

A Note from Pastor Alan: 
Welcome Back & Welcome 
Forward 
It is June. Summer is here. We are in 

the Sundays following Pentecost and we 

will be using red as our liturgical color 

for the month of June. It is to serve as a 

reminder that as we come back together, 

we are led by the Spirit. 

The Holy Spirit brings us together AND 

we come together for the Holy Spirit. 

As with the early Christians portrayed 

in the Acts of the Apostles, we too greet 

the Spirit with bewilderment, 

amazement, and sheer excitement in 

what God is doing and will be doing in 

our lives and in the lives of others. 

Just as the wind blows coming and 

Worship Returns to Our Building 
Our worship life is evolving quickly as pandemic conditions improve and state 

guidelines change. We have moved back into the sanctuary and Bradley Hall for our 

Sunday morning worship services: 9 AM Connection worship and 11 AM Traditional 

worship. We are currently capping attendance and asking people to register to let us 

know that you’re coming so we can equip our worship spaces accordingly. The 

attendance limits will probably be very short-lived and the practice of registering may 

only last a few weeks, but it’s how we are getting started. If you would like to join us 

for worship on Sunday, please call the church office on a weekday morning and the 

reception volunteer can help get you signed up.  

going its own way, we trust the Spirit to 

guide us in the coming weeks and 

months as we plan, tweak, and adapt 

while organizing for worship and 

ministry. We ask that you be patient 

with us and with each other as we work 

to get our ‘groove’ back. We don’t 

expect things to go back to the way they 

were, but we pray that things will be 

better than ever. 

Continue to pray for Highland and all 

we do in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Grace and Peace, 

JUNE 2021 

Office Hours 
The church office is open 

9 AM - 12 PM, Monday - 

Friday. If you need 

assistance or to conduct 

onsite church business 

outside those hours, 

please contact a member 

of the staff to ensure that 

you will have the 

assistance you need.  

 

Pastoral concerns -  

Alan's cell 919-210-9120 

 

Business Office concerns 

- Jim's cell 919-606-0135 

 

Facilities concerns - 

Tom's cell 919-624-1405 



The full Confirmation Class with their mentors at  
our final class and cookout 

Pentecost 
Celebrations 

Sunday, May 23, was a joyful day of celebration for the 

Highland family. We celebrated with six confirmands (and 

anticipate two more in the coming weeks). This group 

started their journey in January 2020, took a long hiatus 

through the pandemic, and persevered to come back 

together and finish their journey. Many thanks to the 

leaders, mentors, and parents that helped them along the 

way. 

We also enjoyed a Pentecost picnic with plenty of food and 

fun for all ages. We are grateful to Amy Takahashi, Tom 

Lamb, and a huge crew of folks who blew up balloons, 

moved tables and chairs, organized crafts, and more. A good 

time was had by all! 

Nathan Franklin, Anderson LaRocca, Emma Dilley, 
Kate Brewer, Paige Wilkinson, and Anna Rose Shutt 



Highland Service 
Project 

City Servants 
Highland’s middle school youth are spending a week in 

service and having fun together on June 14 - 17. Their daily 

service work will be with Note in the Pocket, a local agency 

providing clothing to impoverished and homeless 

schoolchildren in Wake County with dignity and love. Please 

pray for these young people and their adult leaders that they 

would have a wonderful time working and playing together.  

This year’s Highland Service Project is partnering with Sleep in 

Heavenly Peace (SHP), a non-profit that helps provide bunk beds 

for children in need in our area. Our youth (12 and over) and adult 

volunteers will spend July 12-16 building bunk beds and 

delivering them to family homes. 

The HSP Team challenges the Highland family to help them raise 

the funds for 30 bunk beds at a cost of $400 each -- that provides 

everything needed from lumber and supplies, to a mattress and 

sheets. Can you or your Highland group (circle, Sunday School 

class, etc.) sponsor a bunk bed for HSP? Gifts can be made out to 

the church with “HSP Bed Build” in the memo. 

A Summer  
of Service 

Vacation Bible School 
Compassion Camp is coming to Highland for this year’s Vacation Bible School, June 21 - 

25. This year’s VBS will be much smaller than most years, principally for our elementary 

school-aged children and their friends. Stations will primarily be outdoors on Highland’s 

campus (weather permitting), but will include all the Bible stories, songs, crafts, and 

activities that children know and love about VBS.  

Wonder Kids Collects 
for Oak City Cares  
Our 4th & 5th grade Wonder Kids group is collecting goods for 

Oak City Cares, a Raleigh non-profit providing resources and 

coordinated services for families experiencing homelessness. Items 

can be dropped off in bins in the narthex and Bradley Hall 

throughout the month of June: 

 Unisex t-shirts (all sizes) 

 Shampoo 

 Conditioner 

 Body wash 

 Detergent sheet 

 Febreze air (spray bottle) 

Cash donations (marked Wonder Kids/Oak City) are also greatly 

appreciated. 



Welcome Here: June Worship Series 

After a year of virtual community, we are beginning to 

regather and reflect on what it means to welcome and to be 

welcome in our church community. Join us on Sundays 

through June as we recall the stories of Jesus welcoming 

others and remember the instructions in Scripture about 

welcoming the outcast and loving our neighbor. No matter 

where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here - just 

as you are.  

June Birthdays 
Martha Vann Alford 06/01 

Matthew Richards 06/01 

Adam Mottershead 06/02 

Clere Noneman 06/02 

Jerry Sherrill 06/02 

Paige Wilkinson 06/02 

Patty Baird 06/03 

Susan Eure 06/03 

Alex Fernandez 06/03 

Robin Pendleton 06/04 

Cindy Popal 06/04 

Allison Brewer 06/05 

Vaan Tuang 06/05 

Tate Wilkinson 06/05 

Nina Capriglione 06/07 

Betty-Shannon Prevatt 06/07 

Floyd Morgan 06/09 

Jim Rhew 06/09 

Jo Anne Swartz 06/09 

Ola Mae Cimerro 06/10 

Pam Hood 06/10 

Ann Wells 06/11 

Katherine Robbins 06/12 

Bob Seaton 06/12 

Mary Kathryn Brewer 06/13 

Connor La Rocca 06/13 

Janelle Haseman 06/14 

Karen Wallace 06/14 

Nathan Franklin 06/16 

Leiko Takahashi 06/16 

Teresa Burt Keith 06/17 

Emily Rodgers 06/17 

Doug Kearns 06/18 

Mary McLeod 06/18 

Paula Broome 06/19 

Barbara Knight 06/19 

Lee Brooks 06/20 

Billy George 06/20 

Don Templeton 06/22 

Janet Baucom 06/23 

Grace Letchworth 06/23 

Anne Lacey Seaton 06/23 

Kristy Kretzschmar 06/25 

Braeden La Rocca 06/25 

Sally Page 06/26 

Harriet Mills 06/27 

Johnnie Walker 06/27 

Dana Cope 06/29 

Colin Loftin 06/29 

Jim McCarthy 06/29 

Stan Dilley 06/30 

Reconciling 

Church Vote 
Thank you to everyone in the Highland family who 

participated in the vote to become a reconciling church. 

The results are in! 

 

Votes cast: 271 

Votes in favor: 222 (81.9%) 

Votes opposed: 49 (18.1%) 

 

The Church Council will receive these results at its 

upcoming meeting and shepherd the on-going process of 

becoming a reconciling, inclusive church. 

Faithful Giving 
We are grateful for all the saints of Highland who continue 

to support the church with their gifts. Our financial giving 

for the year is a bit behind, so please continue to make your 

gifts online, in worship, through the mail, or by dropping 

off your tithes and offerings at the church office during the 

week.  

Online Concert 
Highland enjoyed an online concert from members George 

Deaton, Ann Pearce, Jo Ann Swartz, Phyllis Vogel, and 

Sarah Mann Willcox. You can find the link for the 

YouTube concert at highlandumc.org/spring-rhapsody. 


