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A Note from Pastor Alan:
Summer Is Here!
There are people inside Highland UMC!
We are seeing youth involved in service
projects and children in our Vacation
Bible School. People are beginning to
return to in-person worship on Sunday
mornings (at 9:00 and 11:00 AM). We
have been given an opportunity to begin
again. We reconsider what it means to
be a faithful disciple of Jesus. What
should it mean to call ourselves
Christian?
Christians
are
People
Who
Love. Jesus has let it be known that the
greatest commandments are (1) to love
the Lord our God with all of our heart,
soul, mind, and strength; and (2) to love
our neighbor as ourselves. When Jesus
gave us what he called the new
commandment, it was to love each other
as he has loved us. Think about that for
a moment. John tells us that this new
life means embracing the love shown us
by Christ in how he lay down his life
for us, therefore we should be willing to

lay down our lives for one another (1
John 3:16).
Paul
places
the
emphasis on
forgiveness: we have been forgiven by
God, therefore we must forgive others
(e.g., Colossians 3:9-15 and 2
Corinthians 2:5-8). Love becomes both
the cause and the fruit of repentance.
Jesus begins his preaching in every
place with the words, repent and
believe (or as the Common English
Bible puts it: “have a change of heart
and life”). To repent is to make a
change in direction. To believe is to step
forward in that new direction trusting in
God. To be a Christian means to make
that change of direction in our lives to
live as expressions of God's love,
trusting God will take care of us as we
faithfully respond.
As the hymn says, “this is a day of new
beginnings!” Let us begin it with love!
Grace and Peace,

Highland Service Project

We are grateful to everyone in our congregation who has stepped up to help provide the
necessary funding for this year’s Highland Service Project. We have met our $12,000
fundraising goal! Please be in prayer for all the youth and adults helping to build beds
for kids in need in partnership with Sleep in Heavenly Peace on July 12 - 16.

Office Hours
The church office is open
9 AM - 12 PM, Monday Friday. If you need
assistance or to conduct
onsite church business
outside those hours,
please contact a member
of the staff to ensure that
you will have the
assistance you need.
Pastoral concerns Alan's cell 919-210-9120
Business Office concerns Jim's cell 919-606-0135
Facilities concerns Tom's cell 919-624-1405

City Servants is Highland’s Middle
School mission week. This year, June
14 - 17, fifteen youth sorted clothes at
Note in the Pocket, worked in our
Community Garden, cleared brush at
a church member’s home, and rebuilt
the deck of a community member.
They also made time for fun and play
together!

Congratulations, Janet
We celebrate the ordination of Rev. Janet Baucom as a
deacon in full connection at this year’s Annual
Conference on June 18. This is the culmination of several
years of work; we’re proud of all Janet has accomplished
and remain grateful for her ministry among us.

Welcome Hannah!
We celebrated the baptism of Hannah Marie Morgan,
daughter of Allison and Arlyn Morgan, on Saturday, June
12. We then watched and made our congregational
promises to her in both worship services on Sunday,
June 13. Welcome, Hannah, to our church family!

Congratulations
Graduates!
High School Graduates:
Lea Bross - attending NC State
Lyndon Cope - attending UCLA
Pheobe Ellison - attending Georgia Tech
Emma Franklin - attending UNC
Herman Gonzalez - attending Wake Tech
Sadie Heiller - attending ECU
Carter Mills - attending Wingate University
Kennan Mottershead - attending Appalachian State
Jason Pendleton - attending Wake Tech
Emma Steiner - attending NC State
College and Graduate School Graduates:
Alex LaRocca - BA in Communications Studies, Appalachian
State
Allison Morgan - Master of Divinity, Duke University &
Master of Social Work, UNC
Genieve Nunn - BS in Business Administration, UNC
Charlotte
Sean Richards - BA in Electronic Media and Broadcasting,
Appalachian State
Vaan Tuang - BS Mechanical Engineering, UNC Charlotte
Man Nem Vung - Masters of Education in Curriculum
Administration in Elementary Education, Liberty
University

VBS 2021

Compassion Camp VBS was
a blast at Highland, June 21-25

July Birthdays
Lily Brooks
Chet Mottershead
Gabriel Adamson
Karen Copeland
Tawi Lun Lun
Perry Carter
Marge Walker
Johanna Mann
Donna Wolcott
Gay Brothers
Peter Capriglione
Lawson Cope
Nancy Klein
John Eric Shutt
Mary Anderson
Joe Hall
Beth Deaton
Cooper Griffin
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Owen Griffin
Bynum Driggers
Jim Stuart
Wanda Easley
Joe Haseman
Emily Saunders
Meg Smither
Marilyn Mudge
Carol Sexton
Jeanne Shorter
Thien Trang Lieng
Lee Smither
Fiona Lockett
Whitney White
Susan Hughes
Mike Horn
Lynda Mottershead

SRPC News
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Stewardship Update
Each summer, Highland sees a drop in giving as members
begin to enjoy travel and time away. Meanwhile, Highland
stays busy with summer outreach like City Servants,
Vacation Bible School, and Highland Service Project.
Please remember to continue making your gifts online, in
worship, through the mail, or by dropping off your tithes
and offerings at the church office during the week.

Each year at Annual Conference, our clergy are appointed
by the Bishop to serve within the United Methodist Church.
We are happy to announce that once again all three of our
clergy will serve the coming year with us at Highland. Our
Staff Parish Relations Committee has been examining the
needs of our staff and church and how we might best use
the gifts of our clergy as we emerge from the pandemic and
in light of administrative staff changes.
As of July 1, Rev. Amanda Bunce will step into the role of
Executive Pastor of Highland UMC. This change is largely
a shift of focus. Pastor Amanda will continue to preach and
teach but her focus will shift to the daily business and
administration of the church, offering support to Highland’s
staff, committees, and ministry teams. Rev. Alan Swartz
will remain as Senior Pastor and lead our congregation,
focusing on the people of our congregation and the vision
for Highland United Methodist Church. Rev. Janet Baucom
will continue to serve Highland as our Minister of Spiritual
Formation and Communications. We are blessed at
Highland to have three clergy who work together closely
and partner for the good of Highland.

All-Church Picture

Join us on Sunday, July 18, on the front lawn at 10:30 AM
for an all-church picture. Can’t be with us that Sunday?
Send your personal or family pictures to Rev. Janet
Baucom (Janet@highlandumc.org) and we’ll include you.

In God’s Image: July Worship Series
What does it mean to be made in the image of God? What
difference does it make? From the first of creation, we are told
that God created human beings in the image of God. Do we see
ourselves and others through that lens? Our failure to do so has
impacted how we welcome people, who we include or exclude,
how we understand our own worth, and how we value others.
We are made in the image of God:
designed with purpose and intent,
created to love and to serve,
created to recognize our Creator…even in each other.

