
What s Happening at  

Highland 

A Note from Pastor Alan: 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

The realities of pandemic precautions 

have continued to complicate our ability 

to gather in person. Gatherings in 

fellowship have often been considered 

high moments in congregational life. It 

has been a year since we have been able 

to meet in person. Personally, I 

especially miss our Lenten Luncheons 

and our Wednesday fellowship suppers. 

It is wonderful to see that our state’s 

Covid figures are dropping. We also 

know that many of our senior members 

have already been vaccinated or will be 

soon. Even so, it will still be some time 

before we can have the in-person events 

we have been used to attending. 

Until that day comes, I would like to 

encourage you to be in prayer for our 

church family. Paul writes to Timothy: 

“First of all, then, I urge that 

supplications, prayers, intercessions, 

and thanksgivings be made for all 

Stewardship Update 
We are grateful for the continued giving and faithfulness of so many at Highland as we 

move into 2021. If you have not yet pledged your financial gifts to Highland for this 

year, it is not too late! The information about your intended giving helps to shape our 

budget and make responsible financial decisions for the coming year. If your 

circumstances don’t make pledging possible, feel free to reach out to our business office 

to discuss your situation (Jim Duke: jim@highlanumc.org, cell 919-606-0135). 

people.” (1 Timothy 2:1 - ESV) If you 

have a church directory you can begin 

there. We also believe that the Holy 

Spirit works to keep us in communion 

with each other. The Holy Spirit moves 

us to live faithfully under the current 

circumstances. John writes: “But if we 

live in the light in the same way as he is 

in the light, we have fellowship with 

each other, and the blood of Jesus, his 

Son, cleanses us from every sin.” (1 

John 1:7 - CEB) 

I would love to hear ways that you 

continue to maintain connections and 

fellowship with each other. Please share 

that information with me —

alan@highlandumc.org or call my cell 

phone at 919-210-9120. 

Grace and Peace, 

MARCH 2021 

The Highland family of 

faith is figuring out new 

and different ways to stay 

connected during this 

global pandemic. More 

and more of our 

congregation are leaning 

on electronic 

communications (our 

website, the e-news) to 

keep up with what’s 

happening at Highland. 

However, we know some 

folks are less comfortable 

with all these digital 

means. While we are not 

producing a full Ridge 

Rider right now, this 

newsletter offers a 

glimpse of what’s been 

happening lately at 

Highland and brings well 

wishes to folks we haven’t 

been able to see lately.  



Outdoor Worship 
Beginning February 21, Highland holds a drive-in 

service in the parking lot Sundays at 1 PM. 

If you haven’t been able or 

interested in our online 

worship services, you might 

want to try joining us for 

worship in the parking lot at 

Highland on Sunday 

afternoons at 1 PM. You stay 

in your car throughout the 

service and listen to the 

service through your FM car 

radio. We ask that you have 

a mask to wear if you want 

to roll down your window to 

interact with clergy and 

worship leaders, to give your 

offering, or to receive 

communion. Enter the 

parking lot from Ridge Road 

and a masked volunteer will 

offer you a paper order of 

service through your window  

and instruct you where to 

park. There will be prayers 

to pray together, scriptures to 

hear and to read 

responsively, a sermon 

preached, and songs to sing 

together. You’ll hear 

prerecorded music of Marcia 

Nance playing the organ. We 

anticipate continuing this 

Ministry Updates 
We continue to adapt and improve a mix of 
in-person and online ministry for this time. 

Youth Group continues to 

meet outside and will return 

to its usual time (5-7 PM) on 

March 14 as Daylight 

Savings begins. Plans for this 

summer’s Highland Service 

Project are underway. 

Children’s Ministry is 

making plans for Holy Week 

activities for our younger 

members, including a video 

Easter Pageant. As the 

weather warms up, they look 

forward to hosting another 

outdoor family movie night. 

Studies: There are multiple 

studies currently underway. 

Women’s Bible Study group 

will be discussing Austin 

Channing Brown’s I’m Still 

Here: Black Dignity in a 

World Made for Whiteness 

on Monday mornings March 

15 - 29.  If you want to join 

the conversation, Contact 

Rev. Janet Baucom  

(janet@highlandumc.org). 

Holding in Prayer 
Those Who Mourn 
We pray for and offer our sympathy to:  

• Uck Cil and Thet Lieng and family upon the death of 

two of Uck's brothers, one on January 31 and another 

the weekend of February 6-7.  

• Glenn Alphin and family upon the death of her husband 

Fred Alphin on February 18.  

Remember in Prayer 
Bonnie Anderson, Lisa Anthony, Melva Armstrong 

(Amy Massey's cousin), Jason Christian Bayer (Wanda 

Easley's nephew), Brady Beck (son of Bev and Keith 

Beck), Debbie Beavers (friend of Harriet Mills), Paul 

Braun, Charles Chapman, Charles Cimerro, Helen 

Cook, Dot Correll, Liz Deaton Crossley (Beth and 

George Deaton's daughter), Sharon Cox (Amanda 

Bunce's mother), Ginny Davis, Beth Deaton, Phyllis 

and Alex Edwards, Bill George, Cleo Flowers (Kevin 

Flowers mother),  Harold Fuller, Grace & Jim Haven, 

Doug and Pat Hoffman, Brenda Holden (Linda Piper's 

sister-in-law), Michael Hughes, Glenda Johnson, 

Jeffrey Kivisto (Cheri Kivisto's father-in-law), Jeanine 

Lueke, Georgie McKenzie, Dennis McLain, Dot McGee, 

Linda Moran, Hannah Marie Morgan, O'Dell 

Massey, Rob Parady (Tristan Parady's father), Gail 

Pritchard (Vicky Earp's mother), Diane Racey, Jessie 

Saunders (Johanna Wilson's mother), Candi Scott, 

Jean Shorter, Frances Shutt, Marge Walker, Mary 

Ward, Preston, Conor & Sarah Mann Willcox, Charles 

& Anona Williams (friends of Whitney White) 

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our 

military: Christian Bugger, Robert Boone, Erich Dix, 

James Noneman, Matthew Bawden, Ryan and 

Margarita Shorter, Aaron Piratzky  

Holy Week 
Our Holy Week services will be a mix of online services and 

outdoor services in the parking lot. At this time, we plan to 

have both online and outdoor services for Palm Sunday and 

Easter; Maundy Thursday will be an outdoor service with 

Communion; Good Friday will be an online Tenebrae 

service. If you need assistance attending or participating in 

worship, please let your pastors know! 

schedule at least through 

Easter. It’s not the same as 

being able to be together in 

the sanctuary or Bradley 

Hall, but it’s good to be 

together for worship. 

 



Community 
Garden 

Our Disaster Response Team, which partners with 

Avent Ferry UMC, was called on for their unique 

skills to help remove a group of trees at the NC 

Conference's MERCI Center, the Conference hub for 

disaster relief. Keeping the MERCI Center in shape 

helps enable future disaster response, so we're 

grateful to our team for their work in Goldsboro at 

the end of January.  

Sanctuary Done! 
We look forward to being able to soon enjoy 

together the updates to this worship space. 

“Tree Team” 
on the Job 

The cold and rain has made for a slightly slower start 

to the growing season in Highland’s Community 

Victory Garden, but work has begun! All ability 

levels are welcome to help; contact Donna Wolcott 

(919-389-3198) for details about participating in our 

garden. This beautiful garden is maintained entirely 

by our gardeners (of course) and the donations it 

receives. If you would like to financially contribute 

to the garden's work, you can give through the 

church, noting “Community Garden” on your check 

or donation envelope.  



Scout Sunday 
Thank you to the scouts of Troop 357 and Cub Scout Pack 357 for helping to 
lead online worship on February 14. The youth pictured here read scripture, 
and we also heard from Scout Master Fred Mussler and enjoyed pictures 
from the Cub Scouts’ activities together over the past year. We are grateful 
for the continued sharing of ministry between our scouts and Highland. 

March Birthdays 
Catherine Hillman 03/01 

Tristan Parady 03/01 

Cullen Whitley 03/01 

Robby Marchi 03/02 

Wendy Stocum 03/02 

Marty Babcock 03/03 

Marvin Beute 03/03 

Doris Kruger 03/03 

Karl Lack 03/05 

Rod Rabold 03/05 

Luke Turner 03/05 

Lyndon Cope 03/06 

Emma Dilley 03/06 

John Day 03/07 

Jason Goodin 03/07 

Sarah Fletcher 03/08 

Ann Hall 03/08 

Chris Martin 03/08 

Les Stallings 03/08 

Bev Beck 03/09 

Sarah Griffin 03/09 

Marie Moholt 03/09 

Pat Cronin 03/11 

Logan Earp 03/13 

Courtney Hill 03/13 

Connie Tichy 03/13 

John Person 03/14 

Jennifer Alford 03/15 

Lauren Brothers 03/15 

Heather Charney 03/16 

Kathryn McCarthy 03/16 

Dennis McLain 03/16 

Kevin McCarron 03/17 

Irv Pearce 03/17 

Hon Thang 03/17 

Walker Seaton 03/18 

Jackson Kerr 03/19 

Carly Black 03/20 

Gardner Jones 03/21 

Jason Pate 03/21 

Brett Yarborough 03/21 

Henry Robbins 03/22 

Susan Taylor 03/22 

Hugh Liner 03/23 

Chuck Stuber 03/23 

Amy Massey 03/24 

Pam Brothers 03/25 

Dick Kreisel 03/25 

Nic Hogan 03/26 

Garrett Loftin 03/26 

Dot McGee 03/26 

Holland McPeake 03/26 

Karen Davis 03/27 

Bob Page 03/27 

Steve Broome 03/29 

Bill Correll 03/29 

Noah Earp 03/29 

John Hearn 03/29 

Greg Rossi 03/29 

Martha Wilkinson 03/29 

Quinn Carter 03/30 

Jack Martin 03/30 

Van Brubaker 03/31 

Doug Phelps 03/31 

Food Drive - March 21 
The need is still great at local food banks. Highland is 

holding its next drive-through food drive to support the 

Interfaith Food Shuttle on Sunday, March 21, 2 - 5 PM. 

Bring your canned and non-perishable goods by the front 

drive of the church where volunteers will help receive your 

contributions. 


