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A Message from Alan & Chuck
The ongoing COVID-19 crisis has created a
multitude of unexpected challenges to the
operation and functioning of Highland
United Methodist Church. When we first
learned about the need to shelter-in-place
this past March, we imagine that most of
you (like us) thought this would blow over
in a few weeks, or maybe months. We now
realize that the process of reopening our
facilities is going to take much longer.
Our Trustees, Church Council, and a
Reopening Task Force have been discussing
what returning to the church building is
going to look like. Church Council reviewed
all the considerations for returning to inperson worship and voted to share with the
congregation that they do not anticipate inperson services until the beginning of 2021

or until such time that the danger from the
pandemic is mitigated. In the event that it is
safe to return earlier, we will do so. We are
grateful for Highland’s streaming ministry
and the people who have made it possible, as
we will continue to rely on streamed
services through the weeks and months
ahead.
We appreciate your patience as we navigate
through these crazy times and attempt to
balance our need to meet together for
worship and other church activities with
necessary precautions to keep our
congregation safe. God’s blessings to you
all.
Alan Swartz, senior pastor
& Chuck Stuber, Church Council chair

First Steps to Reopening Facilities
While the church office is not open for set hours, church staff are in and out of the building
attending to church business and preparing for services. Children’s ministry has made good use of
our outdoor space for a Bike Rodeo and our weekly “Planting Justice” story time. The
Community Victory Garden is thriving again this year. Our Children’s Center re-opened on June
15 (learn more on the back page). We anticipate more ministry groups being able to gather
indoors toward the end of the summer, depending on community conditions.
Trustees have reviewed building use requests by outside groups and have prioritized support
groups and mental health groups. Most meet outside while social distancing under our shelters.
Only one group with less than 10 is using indoor space, wearing masks and practicing safety
protocols. Other group requests will be considered beginning in August.

Worship
Online
We will continue to livestream worship services at
11 AM on Sunday
mornings. You can find
services through the
church website or go
directly to
humcralnc.sermon.net.

Stay
Connected
Website: highlandumc.org
Facebook: HUMCRaleigh
The church office remains mostly
closed for the safety of our
congregation and our staff. This
prevents regular Ridge Rider
production and mailing. Stay
connected through our website and
the E-news. We are also figuring out
better ways to communicate with
those in our church family who don’t
have online access.

A.C.T. Now to End Racism
Highland seeks to embrace our baptismal vow to resist evil,
injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present
themselves. The evils of systemic racism in America have been a
major topic of conversation over the past several weeks, and
people are more interested than ever in bringing about real
change - in themselves and in the world around us. As a
predominantly white church, we are seeking to be faithful allies
to our brothers and sisters of color. Again and again, a repeated
request is that we would educate ourselves and do the necessary
work to begin unpacking our own assumptions and biases.
Bringing change in our world begins by seeking change in
ourselves.
To that end, Highland is invited to participate this summer in
A.C.T. Now to End Racism, a program designed to help us all
grow in anti-racism. A.C.T. is short for Awaken, Confront, and
Transform, the words that will surely accompany our work as we
open our eyes and hearts to how racism has shaped so much of
our world around us and how we view others in our communities.
We are indebted to the National Council of Churches for the title,
but this program has been shaped specifically for Highland and
our extended community.
ACT Now Discussion Groups
Anti-racism work takes time, effort, and partners along the
journey. Small groups that can foster open, honest discussion are
ideally equipped to do such work.
• Meeting for six weeks (at least), beginning in July.
• Participate from home: This will probably be done
electronically, though some may explore safe ways to gather
in person.
• We’ll provide a discussion guide/curriculum. The
“homework” between sessions only consists of watching short
videos or reading an online article. It’s mostly about showing
up and participating in the conversation.

• Each group will have a facilitator to help guide conversations.
• Sign-up at highlandumc.org/ACTNow: Once we’ve got an
idea of how many people will be participating, we’ll form
groups and then those groups will finalize meeting days &
times.
ACT Now Book Club
3rd Mondays at 7 PM on Zoom:
July 20 - White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo
August 17 - So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo
September 21- I’m Still Here by Austin Channing Brown
ACT Now Presentation & Discussion
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Letter from a Birmingham Jail, hosted
by Linda Edwards - Date & Time TBD
ACT Work on Your Own
How to Be an Anti-Racist by Ibram X. Kendi
Blindspot: Hidden Biases of Good People by M. R. Banaji & A.
G. Greenwald
ACT Now for Families
Planting Justice Summer Storytime: Thursday mornings at 10
AM under the portico outside the sanctuary at Highland,
featuring children's books that help us learn about the issues of
race, equality, and loving our neighbors. Bring a beach towel or
blanket for your family then listen, think, share and learn.
Additional details and sign-ups for all of these can be found at
HighlandUMC.org/ACTNow. Rev. Janet Baucom is happy to
answer questions and help any way possible so that the whole
Highland community can participate (janet@highlandumc.org).

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES
We recognized high school and college graduates during worship
on Saturday, June 7. Congratulations to all our graduates!
High School:
Logan Earp- graduating from Broughton High School - plans to
attend UNC- Asheville
Alexandra Ellison - graduating from Cary Academy - plans to
attend Georgia Tech
Sara Lockett - graduating from UNC School of the Arts - plans to
attend Fordham University
Sheridan Mitchell Page - graduating from Cary Academy - plans
to attend Davidson University
Kiyo Takahashi- graduating from Riverside High School - plans
to attend Wake Forest University
Bella Templeton- graduating from Leesville High School - plans
to attend WakeTech
College/Graduate School:
Kathryn Hood - Photography & Spanish - UNC Charlotte

Patrick Horn- Business Administration - High Point University
Austin Hughes - Business Marketing - Appalachian State
University
Hailey Loftin - Sports Management & Communications - NC
State University
Will Richards - Mechanical Engineering - NC State University
Kevin Quick - Masters of Divinity - Duke Divinity School at
Duke University

Finance Update
A note from Business Manager Jim Duke on
Highland’s finances as of May 31, 2020
Total regular Church income for
January – May 2020
(including use of pre-paid pledges/
reserves)
Total Church Expenses for
January – May 2020
NET YEAR-TO-DATE 5/31/20
(Surplus!)
Last year at the same time, we
faced a $4,128 deficit. In spite
of a challenging spring, we
currently have a small surplus.
A most sincere thank you to all
whose faithful stewardship has
made this possible! In addition,
the church has so far made use
of roughly $96,000 in PPP loan

$ 490,130
489,703
$ 427

funds through May, which we
expect will be forgiven and
become a grant, putting us on
very solid financial footing.
The Highland Children’s Center
has faced greater financial
challenges, as they have had no
tuition revenues coming in since
closing in March. They re-

opened June 15 with reduced
numbers, and that means
operating with reduced income
for yet another few weeks,
perhaps longer. As the PPP loan
was granted to Highland and the
HCC as a joint organization, the
HCC has also made use of these
funds to cover what would have
been a $90,000 deficit as of the
end of May. A deficit of that
size would have depleted cash
reserves for both HCC and the
church, which the PPP loan has
thankfully avoided.
Highland’s
continuing
faithfulness and generosity is
why we are in as strong a
financial position as we are.
Thank you to all who continue
to make their offerings online
and through the mail. Glory to
God!

Do you get the E-news
on Wednesdays?
Subscribe on the front
page of our website:
highlandumc.org

Miss seeing birthdays in
the Ridge Rider? A
monthly newsletter is not
being produced during this
time of quarantine, but if
you want a list of birthdays
from our congregation,
just let Rev. Janet
Baucom know
(janet@highlandumc.org)
and she will get them to
you.

HSP Update
This year’s mission camp will look very
different, but still make a huge impact!
HSP: Community Impact will
be this year’s high-energy,
socially-distanced
summer
mission week for all youth and
partnering adult volunteers
coming up July 19-25. Their
work this year will include a
community food drive, kits for
building bird houses to be
shared within the community,
and additional repair projects
under
team
leaders’
management. In the evening,
there will be streamed times of
worship featuring the HSP band
and devotions from Sarah
Wallace. While it will be quite
different from Highland Service

Projects of the past, our youth
can still make a difference in
our community!
How can you help? Plan to
purchase canned goods for the
food drive. If you have time and
availability that week, consider
partnering with a group of
young people to journey with
them
through
the
week
remotely.
Youth: sign up today! Camp is
$40 to pay for t-shirts and
supplies. Register by July 5.
Youth registration and adult
volunteer information can all be
found at
highlandumc.org/youth/hsp.

Reaching Our Staff
The church office remains closed. Church staff are in the building
on a limited basis to perform essential functions for the facilities
and business office. They will try to check voicemail regularly, but
e-mail will be received much more quickly. If you need to get in
touch with someone more promptly, texts and direct calls may be
more effective:
Pastoral concerns - Alan's cell 919-210-9120
Business Office concerns - Jim's cell 919-606-0135
Facilities concerns - Tom's cell 919-624-1405

Congrats Neil & Charli!
Highland celebrates the marriage of Youth Director Neil
Smith and Charli Hiatt on Saturday, June 27 in Raleigh.
Planning a wedding during a pandemic has been fraught
with challenges, but they’ve pulled it off, and we’re excited
for their new life together! They will enjoy a honeymoon in
Jamaica before Neil returns to work on July 7.

Changing Keys
Exciting news for Highland’s Music Ministry
When listening to a powerful ballad or classical piece, there is
very often a key change during the piece. The key change lifts the
piece, strengthens the melody already in progress, and brings a
new dimension to the listener.
With this in mind, we are pleased to announce a change of key of
our own. As of July 1, 2020, Jo Anne Swartz will retire from her
position as Choir Director and Kevin Quick enter the role of fulltime music director.
We give God thanks and praise for all that Jo Anne has done for
Highland, all the joy that she has brought to our music program,
and her faithful witness to Christ alive in her. While she is
stepping down from this role, she will still be a part of the music
and worship life at Highland and for that we give God thanks and
praise.
We are excited to welcome Kevin into his new role as Music
Director. Kevin has been serving Highland as our Handbell
Director and will continue in that role, and will now lead the
Highland choir and Highland Winds as well as serving in
administrative capacities at Highland. We give God thanks for the
gifts that Kevin brings to Highland for such a time as this. His
love and gifts in music and technology blend well together for our
worship together in a time of pandemic.
We lift both Jo Anne and Kevin up in prayer as they are in this
time of transition. We thank God for the gift of music, for the
blessing of these two people, and the ways that they offer
themselves to be used by God.

Join us for Evensong services on
Wednesday evenings at 5 PM on our
streaming site: humcralnc.sermon.net.

HCC Reopens
Highland Children’s Center
(HCC) re-opened for full day
preschool on Monday, June 15,
and begins its elementary-aged
summer camp on June 29. Safe,
reliable childcare is a huge need
in our community, and without
the revenues from tuition
payments, HCC staff will be
without income. Potential risks
and public health concerns have
been weighed against the
important services this ministry
provides,
and
Highland’s
leadership supports re-opening
at this time.
HCC Staff have been working
diligently to make sure that all
necessary safety precautions are

being implemented as children
return to the building. After its
lengthy closure, HCC had to
recertify for its licensure (which
it passed) and is held to high
standards for safety by the state
licensing board. There have
been many changes to routines,
including changes to drop off
and pick up, temperature checks
and health screening, and lots of
additional
cleaning
and
sanitizing. HCC wants to assure
the whole Highland family that
it is taking seriously both
regulations
and
suggested
guidelines, following all the
recommendations to ensure the
safety of their staff and students.

Inclusion Vote
Back in February, the Church
Council of Highland voted on
and passed a statement of
inclusion along with a plan for a
congregational vote that was to
take place in March 2020. The
council received initial feedback
from the congregation. We were
preparing
for
two
Holy
Conversations sessions and a
March 29 congregational vote,
all of which were postponed
when the stay-at-home orders
began.
In a recent online Church
Council meeting, the Council
discussed ways to move forward
with adopting the inclusion
statement as a church body.
While the church building
remains closed, there are ways
that we can meet online for
Holy Conversations that model
our time around the table in the
conference room. We will be

scheduling online times of Holy
Conversations in mid-August,
which will be followed by
voting late in August. Voting
will of course be different than
planned as well. There will be
an online voting mechanism, as
well as a mail-in ballot option.
While this method of voting will
require registration during the
vote, the votes will remain
confidential among the two staff
members who will be tabulating
votes.
Additional details will be sent
out in late July and early
August, but the Council wanted
to assure the congregation that
this important work has not
been forgotten. Want to review
the inclusion statement and
explanation?
Visit
highlandumc.org/
inclusionstatement.

New Ways of Being
Together
We are grateful for all the ways that Highland folks are
learning new ways to be in community with one
another! If you have technical difficulties getting
connected to worship services, or you are unfamiliar
with Zoom and want to participate in a study, let us
know! Several staff and lay leaders have become quite
adept at coaching folks through technical challenges.
Pictured below: Church Council’s June meeting

