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50th Anniversary of 
Highland’s Sanctuary 
Where were you in January of 1970? For 

several members of the Highland family, 

there are heartwarming memories of moving 

from the (current) conference room, 

hymnals in hand, to a brand-new sanctuary 

with unique architecture, stunning stained-

glass windows, lots of room, brand new 

pews and altar railings -- the same beautiful 

worship space we gather in from week to 

week in 2020!  

Please join us on Sunday, January 12, as we 

celebrate the 50th anniversary of our 

sanctuary. This is an opportunity for us to 

celebrate the beauty of our worship space 

and give thanks for the witness it has served 

to our community for the past 50 years. Our 

celebration will include a time to reminisce 

about some of the significant events that 

Family Promise Returns to HUMC 
Highland will be hosting Family Promise guests January 26 - February 2. There are opportunities 

to serve with fellow church members of all ages. You may sign up at highlandumc.org/serve or 

after church services on the Family Promise white board. If you have questions, please feel free to 

contact coordinator Hope Dodson at 2hadodson@gmail.com. 

 

Scenes of the Season  
Enjoy pictures from the Advent & Christmas season throughout this month’s Ridge Rider. 

have taken place in our sanctuary. Coffee, 

doughnuts, and history will be on display in 

the conference room from 9:30-11:00. 

Our 11:00 worship service will include a 

time of re-dedication for our worship space, 

as well as a time to look to the future as we 

also celebrate “Baby Day.”   

Our older elementary class will be working 

on an “oral history” project to tell the story 

of our worship space and we would love to 

hear the stories of everyone who was present 

the first Sunday in our sanctuary in January 

1970. If you were there and haven’t reached 

out to Rev. Janet Baucom 

(janet@highlandumc.org), please let her 

know. 

Church Events 
• Jan. 3 - Youth Lock-in 

• Jan. 5 - Epiphany Party 

• Jan. 8 - Wednesday Night 
Suppers resume 

• Jan. 8 - Confirmation 
begins 

• Jan. 12 - Anniversary 
Celebration & Baby Day 

• Jan. 13 - UMW Flu Kit 
Build 

• Jan. 26 - Feb. 2 - HUMC 
hosts Family Promise  

• Jan. 26 - Community 
Concert 

• Jan. 31 - Feb. 2 - Youth 
Winter Retreat 



Youth News 
Lock-in 

Join us on Friday, January 3, at 6 PM until Saturday morning at 9 

AM for our winter lock-in to kick-off the new year! Dinner, movie, 

MANHUNT!, hanging out, breakfast — you don’t want to miss it! 

Let us know you’re coming at highlandumc.org/youth. 

 

Winter Retreat 

Join us January 31 - February 2 as we travel to Lake Junaluska for a 

weekend of worship, time with friends, and playing in the snow! This 

year’s theme: Do Justice. Love Kindness. Walk Humbly. (Micah 6:8)  

All the details and registration information are online at 

highlandumc.org/youth/winterretreat. Be sure to register by January 

10!  

 

Youth Group in January 

January 5 - Re:fresh at Soapstone 

January 12 - Youth Group: Get to Know Neil 

January 19 - Youth Group with Millbrook UMC 

January 26 - Make dinner for and welcome Family Promise guests 

 

Youth Bible Study 

We’ll start back on January 8 at 6:30 PM (after dinner), location 

TBD (check the youth e-newsletter).  

 

Confirmation 

Confirmation begins January 8 for 8 eight and ninth graders and their 

mentors. Please be in prayer for this group as they embark on this 

part of their faith journey: Jack Brewer, Kate Brewer, Emma Dilley, 

Nathan Franklin, West Goodman, Anderson LaRocca, Anna Rose 

Shutt, and Paige Wilkinson. The congregation will offer a special 

blessing for the class during the Connection service on January 12. 

Meet our New Youth Director 

“Arise! 

Neil Smith will begin at Highland as our new Youth Director on January 5. Here's a little bit from 

Neil about himself: 

“I grew up in Mount Airy, North Carolina where I was very active in youth groups all through 

middle and high school. I graduated from Appalachian State University with a Religious Studies 

and History degree. 

I have spent the majority of my adult life working with youth groups at churches and my 

professional life has been spent working as a Youth Care Worker at a group home for youth and 

at DSS as a Child Protective Services Investigator. As a follower of Christ, I seek to show love to 

all people and meet the needs of the communities I am involved in. I am passionate about 

conveying a message of love through actions to all people and seek to transform the lives of youth 

to do the same now and have the tools to do so in the future. 

My life and passions have led me to Highland and I am beyond blessed and excited for the 

opportunity to be apart of such a loving church family.”  



Children’s News 
Epiphany Party 

Sunday, January 5, 9:30 AM in the Conference Room 

Kings, stars, gifts—it sounds like a party! All children ages 3 

through 5th grade and their parents are invited to join us on 

Sunday, January 5, for an Epiphany celebration. We will have 

crafts, games, king cake; and we may even have a visit from 

some very special star-gazers. Our kindergarten and first graders 

will be the star of our event as we welcome the newest students 

in our elementary division as they move-up from the preschool 

class.  

If your have gotten out of the Sunday School habit, this is the 

perfect time to get a fresh start in Sunday School. With graded 

classes for children ages 3-5th grade, our Sunday morning class 

time is one of the best ways for your child to learn the faith 

stories of the Bible, build relationships with peers and loving 

adults in the church, and begin to see themselves as a child of 

God and part of a larger faith community. 

If you have questions about Sunday School or our Epiphany 

Party, please contact Amy Takahashi (amy@highlandumc.org) 

Studies in the New Year 
Beginning January 10, Friday Morning Women’s Study is 

reading A Grace-Full Life by Jorge Acevedo and Wes 

Olds, a four-week study leading us to a better 

understanding and experience of the amazing grace of 

God that transforms us, those around us, and our 

world.We meet 9:30 - 11:30 AM in room 202 and are led 

by Rev. Janet Baucom. 

On February 7, the group begins a four-week study 

reading What's Your Story: seeing Your Life Through 

God's Eyes by Sarah Heath, studying the story of Joseph 

in Genesis and exploring how we co-write with God our 

own life stories. 

 

Baby Day 

Sunday, January 12 

Families with children 2 and younger are especially invited to be 

present on January 12 for Baby Day. This is the day that we 

know as “Baptism of the Lord” Sunday. While we hear the story 

of Jesus’ baptism, we will also remember our own baptism and 

the promises that we make to all of our children at baptism. We 

will renew those promises to each other and to our children as we 

remember God’s promises to us.   

If you have a child under the age of three, and you have not been 

asked to submit an updated photo for our bulletin on Baby Day, 

please contact Amy (amy@highlandumc.org). 

 

Vacation Bible School 

June 22-26, 2020 

Please be sure to have the dates on your calendar and volunteer to 

help! 

 

Children’s Ministry Team Mid-year Planning Meeting 

Our Children’s Team will meet at 8 AM on Saturday, January 11, 

for a mid-year check-in and planning session. We will be looking 

toward summer activities and dreaming big dreams for the 

children at Highland UMC. We will conclude by 11:00. All 

interested adults are welcome to join our conversation! Childcare 

will be provided as needed (please let us know). 

 Monday Night Bible Study is continuing their study of 

the book of Acts, led by Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz and Connie 

Williams. The group meets from 6:30 - 8 PM in the 3rd-

floor Assembly Room. Acts is the book of the church’s 

beginnings with the Holy Spirit coming in power. Please 

sign-up in advance by e-mailing Connie. Jumping in mid-

stream is welcome and encouraged! Contact Connie for 

more information at connie.williams@me.com  



Music News 
As the beautiful musical offerings during Advent at Highland 

UMC fade into the background, a new year of music begins 

without skipping a beat! The Highland Choir is already working 

on music for Epiphany Sunday (January 5) and for the 50th 

Anniversary of Highland's Sanctuary (January 12). HUMRingers 

and Youth Handbells will resume rehearsals on January 8, eager 

to jump into the new year. The Chorister and Cherub Choirs also 

resume on Wednesday, January 8 (both groups meet in the choir 

room). January is a GREAT time to join any of our choirs, since 

new music is being rehearsed to prepare for Lent and Easter. See 

our choir director Jo Anne Swartz (joanne@highlandumc.org) 

for more information about choirs and rehearsal times. 

  

The Connection Praise Team, directed by Paul Reece, begins the 

new year in anticipation of seeing the work on the new Bradley 

Hall stage completed! After the stage construction is finished, 

and all audio and video equipment has been installed, be on the 

lookout for a big celebration as we consecrate this new worship 

space. 

  

The Highland Concert Series continues in 2020 with a free 

“Spotlight Concert” by the North Carolina Chamber Music 

Institute students who rehearse weekly at Highland. The 

Spotlight Concert is scheduled for Sunday, January 26, at 3 PM 

in the sanctuary and will feature several performing groups from 

the Chamber Music Institute, along with soloists. The Raleigh 

community is invited to this concert hosted by Highland UMC. 

There is no admission charge. 

Library Book Sale 
The HUMC Library announces its 2020 Used Book Sale scheduled for 

April 24, 25, and 26. Book Collection will begin March 1 when purple 

plastic containers will be placed at various church entrance areas and 

the library for you to drop off your books. Please remember these 

guidelines when donating books: no textbooks, no user-manuals (i.e. 

How-to-Use your 1985 Kenmore Microwave Oven), no encyclopedias, 

CDs or DVDs. Books must be gently-used, covers and pages intact, clean 

and readable. This is a fun event which takes a lot of work in a short 

amount of time; volunteers are needed for setup Friday morning, April 

24th, and after church on the 26th to pack the leftovers. Youth can earn 

service hour(s). Any questions or if you would like to be a helper, 

contact Billie Poole at imastatefan@gmail.com or 919-781-1261.  

Women’s Retreat 
If you haven’t signed up for the “Sacred 
Reset” Women’s Retreat, there’s still time! 

Join Pastor Amanda Bunce and Amy Takahashi on Friday, 

February 29, through Sunday, March 2, for a weekend in 

Asheboro, NC at Mount Shepherd Retreat Center centered 

around Sabbath practice. Sabbath keeping can sometimes feel 

overwhelming, like a nice daydream, or just another thing to add 

to your long to do list. As we spend this time together we’ll learn 

about ways to honor God’s Sabbath commandment and 

incorporate it into our everyday lives. Rev. Claire Clyburn will 

join us for the weekend and lead us in workshops and worship.  

This event is open to women of all ages. The cottage is 

handicapped accessible. There are hiking trails, great mountain 

views, campfires, and a climbing wall (for those interested). 

Meals are included. The cost is $150/person, sign up at 

highlandumc.org/womensretreat. 

All proceeds from the sale will be used to buy new 

books for the church library. Unsold books will be 

given to various local charities supporting reading 

programs in our community, our schools and 

prisons.  



Wednesday 
Nights at HUMC 
Eat together, pray together, laugh together, learn 

together: the Highland family gathers on Wednesdays  

Paul Swartz returns to the 

kitchen on January 8 for our 

next semester of delicious 

meals. Our weekly Wednesday 

night meals are a great chance to 

sit down with family and 

friends, to touch base and re-

group. The children’s choirs and 

youth handbells rehearse before 

supper, with bell choir, youth 

Bible study, Confirmation, a 

parents’ roundtable, and 

children’s activities after supper. 

The cost of the meal is $7 per 

adult, $6 per youth, and $5 for 

children (ages 4-11) with a 

maximum of $24 per family. 

Meal passes for the entire 

season (Jan. 8 - May 13) can be 

purchased online at a discounted 

rate at highlandumc.org/

wednesday-nights. 

Not sure you can come every 

week? Just let us know by noon 

on Monday if you plan to 

attend. Your reservation helps 

us make sure we have enough 

food prepared each week. Sign 

up for dinner at 

highlandumc.org/wednesday-

nights. 

UMW News 
Circle 1 will host the General 

UMW’s annual "Flu Kit Build" 

on Monday, January 13, at 9:30 

AM. Guest speaker Ruthie 

Wofford, Community Outreach 

& Volunteer Coordinator for 

Alliance Medical Ministry, will 

give a brief update of what’s 

happening at Alliance. We will 

then assemble flu kits for 

Alliance. Light refreshments 

will be provided. All women are 

invited to join us in the 

conference room for this fun 

event. 

Circle 7 will meet on January 6, 

2020, at 7 PM in the conference 

room. Meredith Yuckman will 

present a program on the Hope 

Center at Pullen. Program 

liaison is Ann Morgan. 

Hostesses for the meeting are 

Joyce Faucette, Donna Kelly, 

Ann Morgan, and Pat Scott. 

Mission for the month is 

financial contributions for the 

Hope Center. Supper will be at 

Neomonde Restaurant at 5:45 

PM for those who want to meet 

for supper before the meeting. 

Circle 8 will meet on January 

14, at 2 PM in the parlor to 

continue their study of Adam 

Hamilton’s When Christians 

Get It Wrong.  

Financial Update 
A special “thank you” to all whose response to our stewardship 

appeal is reducing our 2019 deficit. As of this writing, it is too soon 

to know exactly how we will have finished the year, but your 

generous year-end giving is making a significant difference! 

We have also made considerable progress in our 2020 pledge 

campaign, but we are still facing serious challenges in funding our 

general budget for 2020. There is still time for you to submit and/or 

revise your financial commitment, as God leads you, so please 

continue to give this your prayerful attention. 

Remember in Prayer 

United Methodist Men will 

meet on Saturday, January 

11, at 8:30 AM for their 

monthly breakfast and 

program in Bradley Hall. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry will 

meet Jan. 2 and Jan. 16 at 10 

AM in the parlor. We wish 

everyone a Happy New 

Year!! All are welcome to join 

us. Contact Nancy Klein for 

more information 

(nancyannklein@gmail.com). 

Pam Brothers, Jeanine Lueke, Jean Shelly, Charles 

Cimerro, Dot McGee, Jim Haven, Linda Aschbrenner, Bill 

and David Babcock, Leota Baird, Brady Beck (son of Bev 

and Keith Beck), Julia Braswell, Debbie Beavers (friend of 

Harriet Mills), Mary Cherry, Dot Correll, Liz Deaton 

Crossley (Beth and George Deaton's daughter), Jim Duke, 

Janet Finch (Elizabeth Yarborough's mother), Ginny 

Gralla, Bill Davis, Ginny Davis, Phyllis and Donald 

Edwards, Harold Fuller, Linda Gross (Diane Racey's 

sister), Norman Ingle (Amy Massey's brother), Jacqueline 

Jackson, Dot McGee, O'Dell Massey, Rob Parady (Tristan 

Parady's father), Candi Scott, Banner Smith, Marge 

Walker, Preston, Conor & Sarah Mann Willcox, Polly 

Williams 

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our 

military: Christian Bugger, Robert Boone, Erich Dix, James 

Noneman, Matthew Bawden, Ryan and Margarita 

Shorter  

Join us for Pub 

Theology on 

January 14 at 7 PM 

at Buffalo Brothers 

on Lake Boone 

Trail. 

Highland’s Clothing 

Closet is running 

low, so if you’re 

cleaning out over 

the holidays, they 

would appreciate 

your donations. 



Your Disaster Response Team, representing both Highland and 

Avent Ferry UMC, had a red-letter year in 2019. This year saw 

the purchase of a new disaster trailer and an Early Response 

Training held at HUMC for 42 people. Your team went on 10 

separate response trips covering 21 days! This included two 5-

day trips to Ocracoke. These trips saw the completion of 23 

different hazardous tree jobs, each with many trees, with a total 

weight of 281 tons of trees made safe. The team handled work 

from two hurricanes and one tornado this past year. Cullen 

Whitley, the Arborist for the NCCUMC, spent an additional 9 

days on the road evaluating work for the conference and 

participated in ERT training. 

Because of your team’s capabilities, it was the only Disaster 

Response Team to be called by name to be first responders by the 

NC UMC Conference for these storms. This is something that the 

entire congregations of both churches can be extremely proud of! 

They handle both the evaluation and completion of the hazardous 

tree jobs that no other team in our Conference can handle.   

Your Team graciously acknowledges all of the equipment 

donations, financial support, and prayers of both churches. 

Without your dedicated backing, your team could not have 

possibly covered the massive and substantial damage of these 

storms.   

The new year finds your team in earnest preparation for the 

completion of 3 remaining jobs and anticipating the storms to 

come (and they will)! Your team still needs the financial backing 

from both churches for equipment, supplies, training, and fuel 

costs. It costs our team a minimum of $500 per trip just for 

supplies and fuel. If you would like to see 100% of your 

donations to storm recovery used for that purpose, please 

consider making a donation to either church with “Disaster 

Team” written on the memo line. 

It is more than appropriate that your team has adopted a saying 

from Maya Angelou that reads: “The thing to do, it seems to me, 

is to prepare yourself so you can be a rainbow in somebody else’s 

cloud.” We give thanks and praises to all of you for continuously 

supporting this vitally needed mission! We are “Climbing For 

Christ!” 

 

Cullen Whitley and Hal Barnes, Team Leaders  

2019 was quite a year for our 
Disaster Response Team 

Disaster Response 



Highlanders 
Even though we call this a “seniors” group, 
any and all Highland adults and friends are 
welcome. 

Tuesday, January 21, 2020 - 12:15 PM - Luncheon in Bradley 

Hall followed by presentation by Dr. Dennis Kekas, "What 

Makes NC State's Centennial Campus Unique Among Research 

Campuses in the United States" 

Please join the Highlanders on January 21, 2020, to hear a very 

interesting and informative discussion of the Centennial Campus by 

Dr. Dennis Kekas, Assoc. Vice Chancellor, Office of Partnerships 

and Economic Development, NC State University. Paul Swartz will 

serve a delicious lunch at 12:15 with the program following at 1:00 

PM. Cost of lunch is $9.00. Please sign up at the reception desk no 

later than January 17, 2020.  

 

Tuesday, February 11, 2020 - 12:15 PM - Luncheon in 

Bradley Hall followed by Musical Performance by Cardinal 

Singers 

We are pleased that the Cardinal Singers, directed by Elizabeth 

Beam, will be returning to again entertain our group. Elizabeth 

indicated that February 11 is "perfect for Valentine’s Songs." 

Paul Swartz will serve a delicious lunch at 12:15 PM with the 

Cardinal Singers performance at 1:00 PM. Cost of the lunch is 

$9. Please sign up at the reception desk no later than Friday, 

February 7, 2020. 

 

Stay tuned for some exciting events in the spring of 2020. 

January Birthdays 
Grace Keough 01/01 

Charles Noneman 01/01 

Carter Wray Simpson 01/01 

Fred Alphin 01/02 

Mike Pate 01/03 

Sharon Johnson 01/04 

Wilder Prevatt 01/04 

Peggy McCants 01/05 

Barry Smith 01/05 

Kathryn Thornton 01/05 

Ruth Coble 01/06 

Lou Davis 01/08 

Lisa Shaffer 01/09 

Hunter West 01/10 

Carneal Downey 01/11 

Mary Keough 01/11 

Elizabeth Sandling 01/12 

Carson Ray 01/13 

Davis Ray 01/13 

Chris Coker 01/14 

Mike Mizelle 01/14 

Marcia Nance 01/14 

Chapman Ormand 01/14 

Sean Richards 01/14 

Harriet Grand 01/15 

Mary Yarborough 01/15 

Collin Heiler 01/16 

Pam Blomquist 01/17 

Don Carroll 01/18 

Chip Mims 01/18 

Benjamin Franklin 01/19 

Jonathan Marchi 01/19 

Will Prevatt 01/19 

Rosalind Thompson 01/19 

Susan Rawls 01/20 

Martha Robinson 01/20 

Ellen Tucker 01/20 

Hannah Chapman 01/21 

Joyce Walker 01/21 

Tom Pace 01/24 

Richard Poole 01/24 

Laurel Kreisel 01/25 

Robert Schurtman 01/25 

Amanda Blomquist 01/27 

Jack Penny 01/27 

Jackson Melton 01/28 

Pamela Goss 01/29 

Don Sides 01/31 

“Arise! Shine!  
Your light has come; 
the Lord’s glory has 

shone upon you.” 
Isaiah 60:1 
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CONTACT US 

Main number: 919-787-4240   

Senior Pastor .............................. Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz, ext. 103  

Associate Pastor ......................... Rev. Amanda Bunce, ext. 101 

Minister of Communications  ....... Rev. Janet Baucom, ext. 105 

Director of Children’s Ministry  .......... Amy Takahashi, ext. 106  

Director of Youth & Families Ministry ........Neil Smith, ext. 109 

Business Administrator ................................ Jim Duke, ext. 108  

Office Assistant ..................................... Deanna Clack, ext. 122  

Director of Care Ministries ....................... Candi Scott, ext. 104  

Facilities Manager  .................................... Tom Lamb, ext. 107  

Office Receptionist ................................... Gail Parrish, ext. 100 

Choir Director ................................................... Jo Anne Swartz 

Handbell Choir Director .......................................... Kevin Quick 

Contemporary Worship Leader ............................... Paul Reece 

Pastoral Emergencies 
During church office hours, please call the church office to 
contact one of our ministers. If you are unable to reach a pastor 
or if it is after hours, contact the Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz on his cell 
phone at (919) 210-9120 and leave your message. He will 
contact you as soon as possible. 
 
Spread the Word 
Please submit content for the website, the Ridge Rider, and the 
weekly eNews to Rev. Janet Baucom at janet@highlandumc.org. 
The deadline for the next issue of the Ridge Rider is the 15th of 
the month. 
 
Website: www.highlandumc.org 

Join us in January for worship and a new series: This Little Light 
Just when the days can’t get any shorter, we celebrate the birth of our Savior, adored by magi from afar who followed 

his star. In the Sundays following Christmas we celebrate how Jesus is a light sent into our darkness. We, too, are 

called to be lights; we reflect Christ’s light to others around us. We will repeatedly hear how God is calling us to be a 

light to the nations. This January, come learn what it means to be bearers of light.  


