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MONTHLY NEWS AND MINISTRIES
OF HIGHLAND UMC - SEPTEMBER 2019

Sent to Share
Christ’'s Love

The gospels tell stories of disciples being
“sent” out by Jesus into the surrounding
communities to share God’s grace and love
with others in the same way Christ showed
them his love and care. There are healings,
miraculous meals, and restored
communities. All the while, relationships are
at the heart of Christ’s work: broken
relationships are restored; strangers become
friends; friends become family.

We are still being sent out by Jesus into the
world to share God’s love and to help others
know God’s love for them. You’re invited to
join us in worship throughout September as
we explore how we’re sent to build

relationships and share the love of Christ
with everyone around us.

Along with this month’s worship series,
Pastors Alan and Amanda will be leading a
six-week Bible Study on Wednesday nights
beginning September 4. Re ¢ k | e sbg
Rev. Tom Berlin challenges us to consider
how becoming a better neighbor can lead
you to deeper love of God. All are invited to
join them on Wednesday nights after dinner
at 6:30 PM in room 209.

We hope you take this opportunity in
September to figure out how you, too, have
been sent into to share Christ’s love.

Homosexuality and the Bible

In response to multiple requests from congregants, Highland’s pastors Highlands pastors are
offering a 3-week study delving into references of human sexuality in the Bible and discussing
how we read scripture. Understanding that scheduling conflicts often prevent folks from
participating as they like, the class will be offered on three separate occasions, offering the same
material each time: Sundays September 8, 15, and 22 during Sunday School, Wednesdays
November 6, 13, and 20 at 6:30 PM; and Sundays November 10, 17, and 24 during Sunday
School. All sessions will be held in the Conference Room and all interested youth and adults are

welcome.

Love
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another season of delicious
meals. Our weekly Wednesday
night meals are a great chance
to sit down with family and
friends, to touch base and re-
group. The children’s choirs
and youth handbells rehearse
before supper, with bell choir,
youth Bible study, adult studies,

a parents’ roundtable, and
children’s  activities  after
supper.

The cost of the meal is $7 per
adult, $6 per youth, and $5 for
children (ages 4-11) with a

maximum of $24 per family.
Meal passes for the entire
season (Sept. 12- Dec. 19) can
be purchased online at a
discounted rate at
highlandumc.org/wednesday-
nights.

Not sure you can come every
week? Just let us know by noon
on Monday if you plan to
attend. Your reservation helps
us make sure we have enough
food prepared each week. Sign
up for dinner at
highlandumc.org/wednesday-
nights.

Fall Studies

Monday Night Bible Study
resumes on September 9 to
study the book of Acts, led by
Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz and
Connie Williams. The group
meets from 6:30 - 8 PM in the
3rd-floor Assembly Room. Acts
is the book of the church’s
beginnings with the Holy Spirit
coming in power. Please sign-
up in advance by e-mailing
Connie Williams

Friday = Morning Women’s
Study resumes September 6,
9:30 - 11:30 AM in room 202
led by Rev. Janet Baucom.
We’ll begin the fall by reading
I n s pby Raehel Held Evans,
her story of how she
rediscovered her love of
Scripture. Contact Janet with
questions or to express interest

G anet @hi ghl)andu

(connie.will)ams@me. com

Sympathies

We lift up those who have lost loved ones last month. The
Highland family offers its deepest sympathies to:

*

on August 4.

on August 1.

on August 8.

August 11.

Jeanne Shorter and family upon the death of her husband Ken
Lori Cole upon the death of her grandmother Mary Neubold
Chip Mims and family on the death of his mother Jean Mims
Go Sian Cing upon the death of her sister Tual Haw Niang on

Family and friends of Elsie Weaver who died on August 20.

Highland has an amazing Cub
Scout Pack 357 that meets
Tuesday nights. Please come
join us as we start back on
Tuesday, September 10 in
Bradley Hall to learn more!

Wh o ¢ a nCubjswuiting B
for girls & boys in the first
through fifth grades or are 7 to
10 years of age. We also accept
new members anytime in the
year.

Wh at does t Que
cub scouts master new skills,
learn about nature, develop
friendships and build character.
Some of the activities that they
participate in include camp

happening
t he epl enty o
di ffering opi
friend, have
and join the

outs, a hunger relief service
project, pinewood derby, pop-
corn sales, greenway cleanups,
Halloween costume contests
and they receive awards for
completing their achievements.

p alg you v&o%ld?like more infor-

mation or want to join, please
feel free to contact us at

scoutingpack357 @g m:

or Jim Johnson (919) 412-3546;
Brian Cole (609) 741-0857.

Remember in Prayer

Jeanine Lueke, Pam Brothers, Jean Shelly, Charles
Cimerro, Dot McGee, Jim Haven, Linda Aschbrenner,
David Babcock, Leota Baird, Brady Beck (son of Bev and
Keith Beck), Julia Braswell, Teresa Burt Keith, Mary Cherry,
Dot Correll, Ginny Gralla, Bill Davis, Ginny Davis, Phyllis
and Donald Edwards, Jennifer Eply, Harold Fuller, Linda

Gross (Diane Racey's sister), Jacqueline Jackson, Rob

Parady (Tristan Parady's father), Banner Smith, Lisa

Templeton, Preston, Conor & Sarah Mann Willcox, Polly

Williams

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our

military: Christian Bugger, Robert Boone, Erich Dix, James

Noneman, Matthew Bawden, Ryan and Margarita Shorter
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The church bus will load at 9:45 AM and depart promptly at 10:00
a.m. We will travel to Sanford, NC and have lunch at 11 AM at
Davison's Steaks. After lunch, we will drive to the Temple Theatre
to attend their production of the musical O| i which starts at 2
PM. Ol i i ®wery popular musical that has won many awards. It
is based on the novel Ol i v e rby Chawds Bidkens.

Please sign up and pay for tickets, $24 each, by September 2, 2019.
Make checks payable to Charles Stuber and place in the Highlander
mail box in the church office or mail to him at 1800 Manuel St.,
Raleigh, NC 27612

Thursday,

Tuesday, Oct ob2r 15 ERMRIOAON i n
Hal | foll owed by presentat
"Understanding and Coping wit

Please join the Highlanders on October 15 to hear Annie Schmidt,
Wake County Executive Director of NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness) enable us in understanding the issues associated with
mental illness and provide advice in coping with mental health
problems. NAMI frequently uses Highland facilities for various
meetings of the organization. Annie Schmidt's presentation will
follow the 12:15 luncheon prepared by our chef, Paul Swartz. Cost
of the luncheon is $9. Please sign up at the reception desk no later
than October 11.

Tuesday, Nove-tRerl 51LB,NMchEbON i n
Hal | foll owed by presentation
Governors | Have Known. "

Please join the Highlanders on November 19 to hear a very
interesting and humorous presentation by Phil Kirk entitled "The 10
Governors I Have Known." Mr. Kirk is well known in North
Carolina and has had a very successful career in Education,
Government and Business. This is also the day when we distribute
poinsettias to our many faithful Highlanders who no longer are able
to attend our events. More information will be provided later.
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' Sunlaay nights youth group returns on September 8, 5 - 7 PM, in
Bradley Hall. Come reconnect with friends and start our new series

“Boss.” “You’re not the boss of me!” may be our refrain, but the truth

is, whether we admit it or not, we’ve all given someone (or something)
control of our lives. Come be challenged to consider who, or what,
we’ve allowed to be our boss.
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Wednesday nights at Highland start back on September 4. Come
have dinner with your church family at 5:45 PM and stick around for
Bible study in the youth room, 6:30 - 7:30 PM.

SThayTen

Camping Trip

Bob Seaton and Chet Mottershead are leading an overnight camping
trip to Morrow Mountain State Park on September 21 - 22 for any
interested youth. Space is limited and the absolute last day to sign-up
is September 15. Get all the details and register at highlandumc.org/

Friday, Decenibaeyr TIr3i,p 2t0ol 9Sel ma a n doufdhphhdidp.i ! d,
NC to Attend Christmas Jubilee at the Rudy Theater in Sel ma,
Lunch at Holt's Lake Restaurant ifgmagpmi yBhLhirektdl endar :

The church buses will load at 9:30 and depart promptly at 9:45 AM.

We will travel to Smithfield, NC and have lunch at 10:45 AM at
Holt's Lake Restaurant. After lunch, we will ride to the Rudy
Theater in Selma to attend the matinee production of their Christmas
Jubilee Show which begins at 12:45 PM. Forty-five tickets have
been purchased. Cost is $27.50 each (payable in advance to Fred
Alphin) and lunch on your own. Please sign up at the reception desk
no later than December 1, 2019.

Pumpkin Unloading - October 6

CROP Walk - October 27

Trunk or Treat - October 30

Pilgrimage - November 8 - 10

Find all the fall dates and details at highlandumc.org/youth.




Music Ministry News

HI GHLAND CHOI R

Weekly rehearsals for Highland Choir began Thursday, August
22, at 7:30 PM in the choir room with a joyful family reunion
feeling! The choir has several interesting projects underway in
addition to preparing weekly anthems and introits for worship in
our traditional services. A Fall Choir Workshop is planned, led
by guest clinician Kevin Kerstetter (Choirmaster-Organist at St.
Michael's Episcopal Church) with dates to be set by choir/
clinician availability. The choir will prepare the beautiful
"Cantique de Jean Racine" by Gabriel Faure for a concert
designed by Dr. Phyllis Vogel (NC State music faculty and
HUMC member) titled "From Paris to Madrid." This concert, a
gift of Highland UMC Music Ministry to our community, will
feature various works by French and Spanish composers and will
include Highland Winds, HUMRingers, Chorister Choir, and
soloists from the Highland family. The Raleigh community is
invited to this free concert on November 10, 2019, at 3 PM in the
sanctuary.

We welcome former members, new members, folks curious
about singing in a choir - ALL are welcome to join us on
Thursdays at 7:30 PM in the choir room.

VOl CE CLASS

Voice Class is open to any Highland UMC member interested in
building their singing voice, extending their range, strengthening
breathing and support, and working on flexibility and focus. You
do not have to be a choir member to participate. Classes resume
Wednesday, September 11 at 10 AM in the choir room. Each
session will begin with vocal and breathing exercises and will
include singing music from many different styles and periods.
There is no charge for the classes.

Your Giving Makes Mi

annual cost of musi c

HI GHLAND WI NDS WEL COMES NEW

SEPTEMBER 8

Any Highland members who play a wind or string instrument and
would like to play with a congenial group of wonderful
musicians are invited to check out the Highland Winds, our
instrumental ensemble, as they resume weekly rehearsals on
Sunday, September 8 at 12:15 PM in the sanctuary. This group
presents music for worship throughout the church year, and plays
for the annual Moravian Love Feast. The group includes tuba,
string bass, alto saxophone, violin, clarinet, trombone, oboe and
trumpet in its present configuration - we have fun in our
rehearsals, and gladly welcome new members to our ranks.
Contact Jo Anne Swartz, director, for more information.

HUMRiI nger s

Highland UMC is blessed to have a premier handbell choir
known as the HUMRingers who delight in preparing beautiful
pieces for worship. This faithful group rehearses weekly
beginning Wednesday, September 4, at 6:30 PM in the handbell
rehearsal room. The group enjoyed a Bell Polishing Social on
August 28 - it takes a bit of effort to polish a 5-octave set of
handbells - but the bells are ready, and the ringing will begin
September 4, led by director Kevin Quick. New members are
welcomed to this group, either as substitute ringers or as regular
members; music reading skills are a must, but training is
available. Please contact Kevin Quick for information about how
to become a part of this Dbell-ringing family
(kevin@highl)andumc. org

YOUTH HANDBELLS

A new Youth Handbell Choir will be offered this fall for grades 4
and up - this group will rehearse in the handbell room (2nd level)
on Wednesdays, 4:30 - 5:15 PM. See Jo Anne Swartz, choir

director, for more information j oanne @hi ghlh.andumc.

Music with Children & Youth
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Children’s News

Room 202 for “Kids Faith
Studio.” We will have a variety
of activities as we grow in faith

conclude by joining the Kids Faith
Studio for a short worship time.
On the second Wednesday of the

Activities new and ol d a fogghergOurfistysudy, j§  ompnth, e Ghildren’s Ministry
. called Np-Av e.nger_s_ A sTsag Will beendeeting during this

September for children an(ﬁ., I e’s . . .
and it’s about non-avengers -- time. All interested persons are

Deep Bl ue

Sunday
All children are invited to join

S u n d awill a Shortwidleo telhted to that
Chil dreBt hggs adaday’s
mo r ni n g sBol¥ {aka Bob Seflon) helps us

lesson and “Mr.

learn and sign each month’s

in other words we are going to
be learning about forgiveness, a
superpower we can all use!
We’ll explore 8 different Bible

invited to join our group that works
to plan, implement, and evaluate
our children’s ministries.

us on Sunday morning for a  memory verse. By 9:35 we stories through games, art, Moms Group!
“Deep Blue” adventure. This is move to our smaller class crafts, and discussion. Parents We are re-forming our mid-week
the time for children to learn the  groups: K-1 in Room 205, 2nd- ~ should bring their children to Mom’s ~ group.  Under  the

stories of our faith and build
relationships within the church
community. Each week, our
dedicated teachers prepare fun,
interactive and age-appropriate
lessons that will engage your
child.

Our preschoolers meet in Room
103, while elementary children
gather in Room 202 for our
opening time together. We start

3rd in Room 203 and 4th-5th
graders stay in Room 202.

To learn more about Sunday
School and how you can help or
how to get your child started
please contact Amy Takahashi.

Wednesdays @Hi gh
Kids Faith Stud
On Wednesday evenings from
6:30-7:30 all children K-5th
grade are invited to join us in

Family Promise

Room 202 at 6:30. We will
conclude with a short worship
time (with parents) at 7:15 and
be ready to go by 7:30.

Meanwhile. . .down the hall. . . .

leadership of Katherine Robbins,
we will be meeting on the second
Thursday of each month. Our first
meeting will be on Sept. 12 at 10
AM in the Parlor. Childcare will be

fiPar@nRoundt abl eprovided. All moms are welcome

Parents of children and youth
prey igvdted to join a time of
popversation and inspiration as
we focus on parenting concerns
and nurturing faith. We will
start at 6:35 in room 210 and

Questions? Please
Robbins

to join us!
contact Katherine

(kdkrobbins @gmai l

Amy Takahashi

(@amy @hi ghl andumc.

. C

org

A very BIG thank you to the approximately 70 Highland volunteers
who are helping to host our Family Promise guests the first week in
September. The food, shelter, transportation (& activities) that we
offer helps keep the families together while they are saving for the
future housing they move into once they have met all the program
requirements. HUMC is one of 50 Wake County congregations that
support this cause.

UMW News

Ci r c Wi med& on Monday,
September 9, at 9:30 AM in the
church conference room to plan

Ci r c il notbe meeting in
September. The next meeting
will be on October 7, 2019.

our programs and activities for
the year. All
welcome. Please plan to join us

Ci r c | vall mBet Tuesday,
September 10, at 2 PM in the
Church Parlor and will begin a
new Adam Hamilton study,
When Christians
All women are invited and feel

women are

if you’re interested in a fun-
loving group with multiple

B - Get It
missions activities.

free to bring a friend.



Disaster Response

On August 3, 2019, our Disaster Response Team divided and
conquered two very difficult tree jobs that were the result of Hurricane
Florence. Ten team members, 5 women and 5 men, converged on
Morehead City where a mobile home and an outbuilding were covered
with fallen trees. The property was also littered with fallen and leaning
trees from adjoining properties. The owner, a single mother, had to
move to Virginia to stay with a daughter because she could not afford
to have the fallen trees and debris removed. Some of the fallen trees
were lodged in live wires that fed the trailer. Team Leader Cullen
Whitley, who is a Certified Line Clearance Tree Trimmer Instructor,
and Mike Mizelle removed the debris from the trailer and out building.
Cullen, Mike, and Hal Barnes then divided up equipment. Mike and
Cullen left with the disaster trailer to Burgaw; Hal and the team
worked arduously in severe heat and humidity for 7 hours to cut and
clean up all the debris on the property.

The work in Burgaw consisted of three leaning trees, two over a home

Then delslued
aut hori ty
out t o

e

Sanctuary Rejuvenation

The sanctuary held its first worship service January 11, 1970, 50
years ago this January. Since then, it has housed countless worship
services, weddings, funerals, and musical programs. The sanctuary
walls are made of plaster, which is a great surface for music and
singing, but it is a very hard and inflexible surface that is susceptible
to cracking and responds very poorly to water damage. Our
sanctuary has numerous cracks in the plaster and two areas on the
ceiling where water has damaged the plaster. The leaks have been
repaired but the ceiling damage remains. Beginning Tuesday,
September 3, the sanctuary will begin a 3 week rejuvenation. The
plaster will be repaired first, followed by repainting the entire
sanctuary. The hope is to be finished by Sunday September 22. We
WILL have worship in the sanctuary during the plaster and painting
work. However, there will be several things to note:

1. All the organ pipes will be covered with plastic to prevent dust

from entering the organ pipes. The organ will be unavailable during
h ] o i‘ ”. . e
SN, L4 N : _ it
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over

procl aim
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and one over a parking area. The home still had tarps on the unrepaired
roof while awaiting removal of the two severely leaning trees. The
leaner over the parking area was topped and then used as a spar pole to
swing one entire tree from over the house! A third tree was prepped and
directionally felled into adjacent swampland. All three trees were
covered with severely over grown wisteria, trumpet creeper and
Virginia creeper vines. This job took six hours to complete.

Cullen continues to travel Eastern NC to assess tree issues for the NC
United Methodist Church Conference. There are still remaining tree
jobs to tackle. These rural jobs have not been previously reported due to
many reasons, some of which include a lack of a computer, phone or a
“voice” in their community.

A new storm season is approaching; thusly, your Disaster Response
Team is continuously updating old equipment and safety procedures for
appropriate responses. Please consider donations of any size, monetary
or equipment, to assist in your team’s ability to help those in need,
those who cannot help themselves. The team’s motto is “Climbing For
Christ”, and is painted on each side of our disaster trailer. Please help
our team to be able to continue to do so!
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these three weeks.

2. Some pews may have to be moved and will not be attached back to
the floor. Some pews may not be available during the rejuvenation.

3. The sanctuary will not be available weekdays from September 3 to
September 20.

4. This work may take longer than projected. We certainly hope not,
but the proposed schedule is our projected timeline barring
unforeseen complications.

The plaster repair and painting the sanctuary will cost nearly $50,000
and are being paid for by a grant to the Trustees from the Endowment
Committee. Thank you donors to the church Endowment for making
these repairs possible! As you exit the sanctuary on the right side of
the two main doors leading in and out of the sanctuary, there is a
paint sample sheet that is the one we plan to use in the sanctuary. It is
very close to the current sanctuary color. Feel free to examine the
paint sample on your way out of the sanctuary . If you have any
questions, please let a trustee know or contact Tom Lamb at 919-787
-4240x 107ort om@hi ghl andumc. or g
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Birthdays

Jill Mills 09/01 Paul Swartz 09/11 Phoebe Ellison 09/20 David Lassiter 09/26
Ruth Moore 09/03 Russell Yeager 09/11 Amanda Ray 09/21 Betty Jones 09/27
Nancy Simonsen 09/03 Matt Gray 09/12 Doris Huber 09/22 Joanie Loftin 09/27
Sam Brewer 09/04 Sadie Heiler 09/12 Don Aschbrenner 09/23 Laura Martin 09/27
Barbara Bunch 09/04 Chris Stocum 09/12 Austin Cole 09/23 Uck Cil 09/28
Mary Cherry 09/04 Sheridan Page 09/13 Frank Gray 09/23 Stephanie Parker 09/28
Cody Black 09/05 Carol Thomas 09/13 Lacey Seaton 09/23 Hailey Tynes 09/28
Emily Burt 09/05 Elizabeth Beam 09/14 Edward Shutt 09/23 Betsy Pridgen 09/29
Peter Baucom 09/06 Caroline Brewer 09/14 Talia Hicks 09/24 Melinda Wagoner 09/29
Joe Pate 09/06 Julie Driggers 09/14 Frances Shutt 09/24 Ken Colvin 09/30
Jamie Pierce 09/06 Elliott Fletcher 09/14 Cynthia Gage 09/25 Hailey Loftin 09/30
Sarah Atkins 09/07 Phaolo Lieng 09/14 Charles Dunn 09/26

James Noneman 09/07 Chad Brewer 09/15

Will Richards 09/07 Hope Dodson 09/15 E n d OW m e nt N eW S
Noah Rossi 09/07 Christian Bugger 09/16

Vickie Adamson ~ 09/08  Edna Crouse 0916 ~ Jernigan Family Endowment

William Richard (Rick) Jernigan recently made a gift to Highland to

Tim Pittman 09/08 Frances Melott 09/16 establish The Jernigan Family Endowment to honor the memory of his
Morgan Gojanovich  09/09 Vaughn Ratledge 09/16 mother Evelyn Smith Jernigan, who was a strong advocate for nurses
Ruth Patterson 09/09 Leyton Atkins 09/17 and education. The purpose of the Jernigan Family Endowment is to
Ann Chapman 09/10 Sara Lockett 09/17 ;I::rowde funds for .clergy and lay staff continuing education at ng.hlapd.
ndowment earnings must be used for lay and clergy continuing
Jim Hudson 09/10 Christine Taylor 09/17 education costs, augmenting budgeted amounts. Thank you, Rick, for
Bob Koger 09/10 Bruce Taylor 09/18 your generous memorial gift that will help educate Highland clergy and
SisaniShfan 09/10 Rex Thomas 09/18 lay staff far into the future! _
) ) Endowment Committee Awarded Two

Wayne Smith 09/10 Judy Dilley 09/19 At its meeting on August 8, the Endowment awarded these grants:
Lisa Templeton 09/10 Cindy Mitchell 09/19 1. $95,000 to the Highland Board of Trustees to replace two boilers and
Ann Lowe Vodicka  09/10 John Seymour 09/19 for sanctuary plaster repairs, painting and pew pad reupholstering.

. ) 2. $5,000 to the non-profit organization, CASA, which provides
Bill Babeock 09/11 Cheryl Smith 09/19 permanent, affordable rental housing for those in need. The grant will
Jennifer Dllley 09/11 Charlie Stuber 09/19 be used for maintenance needs.

Three Triangle Tenors

TENTH ANNI VERNMGARRT CO

September 22,
3 PM at Highl anf
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Non-Profit Org
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Highland UMC t1Ls5

1901 Ridge Road :
Raleigh, NC
Raleigh, NC 27607 Permit No. 381

g Coming in October —
~  Aspecial Stewardship edition of the Ridge Rider featuring:
1 A narrative budget proposal for 2020

1 Pledge cards for 2020 giving
1 All the exciting ministries going on in October at Highland!

CONTACT US

Main number: 919-787-4240 Pastoral Emergencies

Senior Pastor......cccecevevveveeneeennnne. Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz, ext. 103  During church office hours, please call the church office to
ASSOCIAte PaAStOr e, Rev. Amanda Bunce, ext. 101 contact one of our ministers. If you are unable to reach a pastor
Minister of Communications .......... Rev. Janet Baucom, ext. 105  Or if itis after hours, contact the Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz on his cell

Director of Children@ Ministry ............. Amy Takahashi, ext. 109  Phone at (919) 210-9120 and leave your message. He will contact
you as soon as possible.

Business Administrator......ccccceeeeeeeeiiieieeeeennnn. Jim Duke, ext. 108

O TICE A SIS TR T s T RS S SN Deanna Clack, ext. 122 Spread the Word

Director of Care Ministries............cccecvvveeene. Candi Scott, ext. 104

e Please submit content for the website, the Ridge Rider, and the
Facilities Manager ........ccccceeceeeeiiieeescieeeans Tom Lamb, ext. 107

weekly eNews to Rev. Janet Baucom at janet@highlandumc.org.

OfficeiReception] S ——————— Gail Parrish, ext. 100 The deadline for the next issue of the Ridge Rider is the 15th of
ChOir DIir€CtOr...c.uveeeiieiieeiiie et Jo Anne Swartz  the month.

Handbell Choir Director .......cccceevcveeeeniieeeniiiee e Kevin Quick : ]
Contemporary Worship Leader .........cccoeeeveeveecreenenns PaulReece \Website: WWW.hlghIandumc.org



