
“You were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only don’t let this 

freedom be an opportunity to indulge your selfish impulses, but serve 

each other through love.” Galatians 5:13 

Freedom in Christ 

The apostle Paul writes a lot in Galatians 

about freedom and how Christ has set us 

free from sin and brought us into new life 

through the grace of Jesus Christ. What does 

this freedom in Christ look like in our own 

lives? And what are we to do with our 

freedom once we receive it? 

Spoiler alert: Our freedom is not simply for 

our own enjoyment! People set free in Christ 

take that freedom and use it to share love 

and grace with others. We find ourselves 

free to live, to serve, to grow, to witness, and 

to go wherever God would send us. 

Highland is living into this freedom this 

summer in a variety of ways. We celebrate 

the witness our Vacation Bible School 

shares with our community. Our youth are 

Connection Welcomes New 

Worship Leader Paul Reece 
Staff Parish Relations Committee is pleased to the hiring of Paul Reece as our Contemporary 

Worship Leader for the Connection service beginning in July. In addition to leading rehearsals 

with the band and leading worship services, Paul will be helping to train audio/visual volunteers 

and to maintain our A/V equipment in Bradley Hall. A native of Burlington and a current resident 

of Durham, Paul comes to us with years of experience as a professional musicians and a passion 

for teaching musicians. Welcome Paul! 

using their freedom in Christ to serve, 

locally and globally, through Highland 

Service Project in June, the Bahamas 

mission trip in July, and SLAM in August. 

We are free to grow in our praise and 

worship of God through music classes and 

explorations of worship practice. (Check out 

page 6 for details.) We are free to grow our 

faith through Sunday School classes and 

small groups. Our Disaster Relief team 

embodies the freedom to go wherever God 

sends, answering calls for help across 

eastern North Carolina. What are you doing 

with the freedom Christ gives you? 

Join us in worship through the month of July 

as we explore how Christ sets us free and 

what we’re called to do about it.  

Church Events 

 July 9 - Pub Theology 

 July 10 - Music 
Reading Basics 

 July 12 - Worship 
Workshop 

 July 14 - 20 - Bahamas 
Mission Trip 

 July 19 - Lego Movie 
Night 

 July 28 - August 2 - 
Squad Wars 

Ridge 
Rider 
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Disaster Relief 
Continues 
Team Completes Toughest Assignment in the 

Past Three Years 

On June 1, 2019, eleven 

dedicated volunteers tackled 

and completed the most 

strenuous, technical and 

demanding job assignment to 

date. Located in the swamps of 

Olympia NC was an old double 

wide home with seven severely 

leaning trees that could come 

down at any moment and crush 

the house and occupants. The 

elderly family had nowhere to 

go and no one to help them. 

They slept each night with their 

prayers that the trees would 

spare them one more day. The 

NC UMC Conference received 

this job as part of 1200 new 

cases that the State of NC sent 

them 2 months ago. FEMA had 

removed one tree from their 

home just after Hurricane 

Florence hit. However, their 

insurance was canceled due to 

the impending threat of these 

leaning trees. Elderly and 

destitute families in rural areas 

of our state have no voice, or 

course of action, to abate 

situations such as this. 

Prayer meetings were held at 

both Highland and Avent Ferry 

UM churches for the safe 

completion of this dangerous 

job, and for the clarity of minds 

that directed the work. Thank 

you all for these prayers – they 

worked! 

Two members of the team that 

worked on this job do not go to 

either church. They found out 

about our team through word of 

mouth and decided to volunteer 

to assist those in need. One of 

these two has been in the US 

Army Special Forces and has 

served with the Peace Corps. 

He also volunteered his loader 

to assist with the work; he 

literally saved the day and our 

backs. Our team welcomes 

anyone of any ability level to 

join in our effort to support 

vitality important work such as 

this. The NC UM Conference 

came out and videoed our work 

along with personal testimonies 

to share across the Conference. 

There are still five jobs left to 

complete in Eastern NC due to 

Hurricane Florence and 

tornados. Please consider 

supporting your Disaster Team 

Sunday School 
Join our combined Summer Sunday School! 

Summer can be a difficult time 

for Sunday School studies with 

many people coming and going 

with travel and vacations. At 

the same time, Highland wants 

to ensure that there are 

opportunities for spiritual 

growth and fellowship 

throughout the summer months. 

The solution: a joint Sunday 

School opportunity for all 

interested adults! Whether you 

are currently part of a Sunday 

School class or not, you are 

welcome to join us in the 3rd-

floor Assembly Room at 9:30 

AM Sunday mornings from 

June 16 to August 18. Sessions 

will be led by Rev. Janet 

Baucom and/or Rev. Amanda 

Bunce, with some featuring 

guest speakers. In June, we’ve 

already heard from our Disaster 

Response Team and met Jean 

Robert Elengi, owner of our 

latest Habitat for Humanity 

house. Each week’s topic stands 

on its own, so feel free to drop 

by whenever you’re in town!  

Supporting our 
Immigrant Neighbors 
Highland has committed to being good neighbors and advocates 

for the immigrants in our community and larger area. At Annual 

Conference in Greenville, the North Carolina Conference likewise 

committed to immigration education and advocacy. Want to learn 

more? Go to ImmigrationTaskForce.Church and find out how 

United Methodists across eastern North Carolina are partnering 

with immigrants in our midst. 

Remember in Prayer 
Jeanine Lueke, Marty Babcock, Pam Brothers, Jean 

Shelly, Ken and Jeanne Shorter, Charles Cimerro, Jackie 

Lewis (Carol Thomas's mother), Allison and Robin 

(Harriet Roland's daughter and grandson), Dot McGee, 

Jim Haven, Linda Aschbrenner, David Babcock, Leota 

Baird, Brady Beck (son of Bev and Keith Beck), Julia 

Braswell, Mary Cherry, Ginny Gralla, Bill Davis, Ginny 

Davis, Toni Downey, Phyllis and Donald Edwards, Harold 

Fuller, Linda Gross (Diane Racey's sister), Phyllis Jackson, 

Jacqueline Jackson, Pat and Billy Langdon, , Rob Parady 

(Tristan Parady's father), Miriam Parker, Keith 

Pendleton, Linda Piper, Banner Smith, Preston, Conor & 

Sarah Mann Willcox 

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our 

military: Christian Bugger, Robert Boone, Erich Dix, 

James Noneman, Matthew Bawden, Ryan and Margarita 

Shorter  

with your funding, prayers and 

presence. Our team gives 

thanks and praise to all who 

have helped make this one-of-a-

kind team successful in helping 

to improve the lives of those 

who cannot help themselves. 



Stories from Annual Conference 

As always Annual Conference is a time of reunion, reflection, 

renewal, reports, and resolutions. The conference ran very 

smoothly and was not rushed despite the quantity of business to 

be conducted and the number of votes taken. I was surprised by 

the number of ballots required for the laity election of General 

Conference and Jurisdictional Conference delegates. Clergy and 

laity delegations lean much more toward centrist and progressive 

opinions. Another surprise was the fact that eleven resolutions 

were debated without a great deal of negativity. I was pleased to 

see that the collaborative resolution on human sexuality was 

adopted. I hope that with this mandate the 2020 delegates to 

General Conference can help to repeal the Traditional Plan 

adopted in 2019. There was good preaching, good singing, and 

strong participation by youth delegates. - Aaron Brothers 

We could feel the Holy Spirit move at Annual Conference in real 

and tangible ways. It was wonderful to catch up with clergy 

colleagues, attend to the work of the Conference, and worship 

alongside everyone gathered there. Baby Elliott attended for the 

first time, and charmed everyone! - Rev. Sarah Fletcher 

In the midst of voting for delegates came many reports from 

various committees. One was particularly moving and has been 

making its rounds on Facebook, Huffington Post and other news 

outlets; that's the video produced by the Commission on the 

Status and Role of Women (COSROW). They invited input from 

clergywomen across the annual conference and asked clergy men 

to read the comments that their colleagues have received.  

Year after year I am always so very impressed by our youth 

delegation. This year was no different. They are attentive, 

involved, and always bring to our attention ways to be a better 

church. The resolutions they presented to the conference floor 

reflected great care for the environment and community with 

tangible steps to help make a difference. - Rev. Amanda Bunce 

At AC this year, I really felt a 

true connection with our sisters 

and brothers across the conference. I met new and old friends 

during our time together, I worshipped with them in amazing 

ways like sharing communion with our Sacred Witness friends 

and listening to Bishop Fairley's sermon on our calling to 

generosity. Most importantly, we learned together about how the 

Holy Spirit is moving in us and around us through our many gifts 

and ministries. - Lawson Cope 

God's presence was palpable throughout the conference in 

conversations, presentations, and, most especially, worship. One 

of my favorite parts of Annual Conference was getting to hear 

about clergy and laity who are doing great ministry in their 

unique contexts. I also loved seeing so many people that I know. 

- Allison Morgan 

The youth representatives to Annual Conference gave me great 

hope for the future of the United Methodist Church. Four 

resolutions presented by the youth were approved by the 

Conference. This annual conference had the responsibility of 

electing clergy and lay delegates to the 2020 Jurisdictional and 

General Conferences. Lawson Cope was involved in this 

important activity as a lay candidate. Several other conference 

events were highlights for me: Bishop Leonard Fairley’s sermon 

and Bible study, “Living with a Spirit of Availability.” My 

takeaway: we have no other choice as Christians than to be 

generous with our time, talents and treasure. Another highlight 

for me was the New Church Celebration that emphasized the 

importance of friendship cultivation in our churches – newly 

organized and established – as a way to be Christ-like servants 

and witnesses for Christ. I benefited from the presentation, “Not 

‘Just’ a Layperson” by Harriett Jane Olson, CEO of the United 

Methodist Women. She pointed out that organized Methodist 

women go back 150 years and called for laity to live as called 

and dedicated disciples. During the Memorial Service, the life of 

the Rev. Jack Page was remembered. He was the brother of 

Highland’s own Bob Page. Finally, I was pleased that conference 

members were able to discuss with dignity and civility a 

resolution that was passed at this NC Annual Conference to ask 

the 2020 General Conference to reverse the “Traditional Plan” on 

lay and clergy human sexuality passed by the special 2019 

General Conference. - George Deaton 

I've been attending annual conference since 1974. This was not 

only the best conference ever, the weather was great as well.   

- Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz 

I looked at the people around me in our business session Friday 

afternoon and realized how much Highland folks stick together. 

Over the space of a couple of rows, we had Highland youth, 

young adults, and seniors, laity and clergy, and even 9-month-old 

Elliott Fletcher, all sitting together. We sat together and we ate 

meals together. That’s not the case for many churches! In 

addition to all the wonderful things others have mentioned about 

Annual Conference, I came home very aware that the Highland 

family is in this together, being church and sharing life with one 

another, and I’m very grateful. - Rev. Janet Baucom 

The North Carolina Conference gathered June 12 - 

15 in Greenville, NC. Here are stories and 

reflections from several Highland folks who were in 

attendance. 



Library’s Summer  

Reading Program 
June 16 - July 28 

How many books do I need to read? 
 Ages 3-5…. 15 books 
 Ages 6-8…..10 books 
 Ages 9-10…. 3 books 

Choose and read books from our church library only. 

Write the name of each book read on your rocket ship. 

You will receive a surprise reward when you complete 
your reading requirement. Library staff will be available 
on Sunday mornings from 10:30 to 11:00 to assist you. 

Family Promise 
“Thank you” from coordinator Janine Wood 
as she steps down from leadership. 

Highland completed another hosting of Family Promise 

Chalk up another success, Highland can be proud of this  

The commitment of our members certainly showed 

And now The Rhyming Machine will write another ode 

 

We have van drivers who delivered passengers on time 

Trying to get our guests to the church for dinnertime 

This can sometimes be one of the more strenuous tasks 

Not just anybody can do this, in case anybody asks 

 

Meal preparers prepared meals, excellent as always 

Their culinary efforts received well earned praise 

Evening hosts chatted with our guests, made new friends, 

The bonfire is a hit, that’s when the week ends 

 

Overnight hosts stayed overnight,  

Clean up crews put things aright 

We can’t thank everyone for their work each night 

Simply said, our Highland volunteers are out of sight 

 

The Rhyming Machine also wants to thank the folks who 

do the laundry 

But finding a rhyme for “laundry” puts TRM in such a 

quandary 

Maybe a rhyme will emerge, who knows 

Just thanks for now, we’ll see how it goes 

 

I want to thank everyone who made a difference to so 

many Family Promise guests during my time as 

coordinator. I could not have done this mission without the 

mentors with whom I worked and the loving Highland 

community who makes this mission what it is. As I step 

down, Hope Dodson has agreed to become your new 

leader. I know you will welcome and support her in her 

new role.  - Janine 

And Highland thanks Janine 
for her above-and-beyond 

leadership with Family 
Promise. Thank you!! VBS! 



“Hide It In Your 
Heart” Scripture 
Memory Challenge  
All of our children are invited 

to participate in this summer’s 

challenge. Adults and youth are 

invited to learn these passages, 

too. This year our challenge is 

to commit to memory six 

verses, including the book, 

chapter and verse. 

Our six verses are: 

Proverbs 21:21 “Those who 

pursue righteousness and 

kindness will find life, 

righteousness and honor.” 

Ephesians 3:20 “Glory to God, 

who is able to do far beyond all 

that we could ask or imagine by 

his power at work within us.” 

Proverbs 15:1 “A sensitive 

answer turns back wrath, but an 

offensive word stirs up anger.” 

Jeremiah 29:11-13  “I know 

the plans I have in mind for 

you, declares the Lord; they are 

plans for peace, not disaster, to 

give you a future filled with 

hope. When you call me and 

come and pray to me, I will 

listen to you. When you search 

for me, yes, search for me with 

all your heart, you will find me. 

Matthew 5:43-45a   “You have 

heard that it was said, You must 

love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy. But I say to you, 

love your enemies and pray for 

those who harass you so that 

you will be acting as children of 

your Father who is in heaven.” 

2 Corinthians 5:7  “We live by 

faith and not by sight.” 

   

During the Sunday School hour 

this summer we will be digging 

into these passages, considering 

their meaning for us, and 

working together to memorize 

them. We will recognize those 

who successfully complete the 

challenge, partially or fully, on 

Promotion Sunday, August 25.  

 

Vacation Bible School doesn’t 

happen without the support of 

dozens of youth and adults at 

Highland. Thank you to all 

who cut and glued, prepared 

snacks, sang songs, told 

stories, and shared the love 

of Jesus with over 200 

children as we went “to Mars 

and Beyond!” God is indeed 

able to do far more than we 

can ask or imagine by his 

power at work within us all. 

Lego Movie 
Night 
Our next movie night on Friday, 

July 19, will be a celebration of 

everybody’s favorite plastic 

brick! 

4:30 PM Lego Building Blast! 

Bring you own, or work from 

our big bin of Legos. We’ll see 

what we can create by working 

together or you can work on 

your own if you prefer. 

5:30 PM Pizza Dinner 

6 PM Movie: The Lego Movie: 

The Second Part 

Bring a lawn chair or a blanket, 

sit back and enjoy the movie. 

The movie is free, but donations 

to help cover the cost of the 

pizza are gladly accepted. 



Highlanders 
Even though we call this a “Seniors” 
group, any and all Highland adults and 
friends are welcome. 

Thursday, September 19, 2019 - Day Trip in Church 

Bus to Sanford, NC For Musical Oliver at Temple 

Theater, Lunch at Restaurant in Sanford 

The church bus will load at 9:45 AM and depart promptly 

at 10 AM. We will travel to Sanford, NC and have lunch at 

11 AM in a restaurant in Sanford . After lunch, we will 

drive to the Temple Theatre to attend their production of 

the musical Oliver, which starts at 2:00 PM. Oliver is a 

very popular musical that has won many awards. It is based 

on the novel Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens.. 

Forty-five tickets have been purchased, however, it may be 

possible to purchase additional tickets if more than 45 sign 

up to go. Ticket cost is $24 each and is payable in advance. 

Sign up no later than August 31, 2019. 

Please make checks to Charles Stuber and place in the 

Highlander mail box in the church office area, or mail to 

him at 1800 Manuel St. Raleigh, NC, 27612.  It is 

suggested that you sign up as soon as possible at the 

reception desk, as the tickets will likely go very fast. 

 

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 - 12:15 PM Luncheon in 

Bradley Hall followed by presentation by Annie 

Schmidt, "Understanding and Coping with Mental 

Health issues." 

Please join the Highlanders on October 15 to hear Annie 

Schmidt, Wake County Executive Director of NAMI 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) educate us in 

understanding the issues associated with mental illness and 

provide advice in coping with mental health problems. 

NAMI frequently uses Highland facilities for various 

meetings of the organization. More information will be 

provided in the August Ridge Rider. 

Music News 
Music Reading Basics - Wednesday, July 
10, 10 AM - 12 PM 

Anyone in the Highland UMC family ages 5th grade and up 

can register to attend this class which starts "at the very 

beginning" with "Do, Re, Mi" and travels through the 

mysteries of note names (go, Guido!), the grip of clefs 

(could be treble!!), the jab of sharps (balanced by the 

repose of flats!), and the excitement of rhythmic notation 

(flags for everyone!). The class will meet in the choir 

room; coffee and lemonade will be served at 9:30 with 

class running from 10 AM until noon. Please register by e-

mail with Gail Parrish (gail@highlandumc.org), or sign the 

registration roster at the Reception Desk. Choir Director Jo 

Anne Swartz will be teaching the class and preparing all 

printed materials; extra materials will be prepared in case 

you miss pre-registration. If those who complete this class 

are interested, a series of music theory classes will be 

planned for the fall. 

 

Worship 
Workshop 
Here I Am to Worship: Exploring the Heart of 

United Methodist Worship - Friday, July 12, 
9:30 - 11:45 AM 
Set in a coffeehouse format, join us around the tables in 

the Conference Room on a Friday morning as we learn 

about the roots of United Methodist worship traditions, as 

we discuss scripture regarding worship, and as we share in 

lively discussion about why we were born to worship our 

Creator and how worship can be woven into every aspect 

of our lives. We will share stories of our worship 

experiences, express opinions, ask questions, and end our 

time together at 11:15 in the sanctuary with a brief 

worship service. Choir Director Jo Anne Swartz will 

facilitate this workshop. This project is dedicated to the 

glory of God and with gratitude to the many, many 

worship leaders at Highland: our preachers, organist, 

choirs, ushers, acolytes, scripture readers, greeters, 

communion stewards, Connection Praise Team, worship 

committee, altar guild...so many faithful people! Coffee 

will be ready at 9:15 AM. 

Three Tenors 
In concert September 22 - Save the Date! 

The Three Triangle Tenors – George Deaton, Wade 

Henderson, and Timothy Sparks with pianist Catherine 

Hamner – will present a concert on Sunday, September 22, 

2019 at 3 PM in Highland’s Sanctuary. The concert 

commemorates the tenth anniversary of their first concert 

in September of 2009. That first concert was a fundraiser 

for Wake Interfaith Hospitality (WIHN). The tenth-

anniversary concert will also be a fundraiser for that same 

organization, now called Family Promise of Wake County. 

Over those ten years, the tenors have been in demand for 

concerts throughout central and eastern North Carolina. 



July Birthdays 

Betty M. Gardner Memorial Scholarship Awards 
On Sunday, June 2, at the 11:00 worship service, Betty M. Gardner 
Memorial Scholarships in the amount of $1100 each were awarded to 
Collin Heiler and Junko Takahashi. Collin is a new graduate of Sanderson 
High School and plans to study Business at UNC-Charlotte. Junko just 
completed her first year at University of Richmond. She majors in 
Global Studies with Japanese as a language concentration. Highland 
member Bob Gardner and his family established the scholarship 
endowment in memory of his late wife, Betty. Representing Bob at the 
awards were his daughter and granddaughter, Ellen Gardner Schwartz 
and Michelle Schwartz. Representing Junko, who was unable to attend, 
were her parents, the Rev. Yoshira Takahashi and Amy Takahashi. 
George Deaton, Chair of the Endowment Committee, presided. 
Endowment Committee members who were on the Scholarship 
Selection Committee were Ellen Tucker, Don Scott, Sue Sink, and Charlie 
Stuber; The Rev. Sarah Fletcher represented the Youth Team on the 
Selection Committee. Congratulations Junko and Collin! 

Zach Anderson  07/01 

Lily Brooks 07/01 

Chet Mottershead 07/01 

Gabriel Adamson 07/02 

Karen Copeland 07/02 

Mary George 07/04 

Tawi Lun Lun 07/05 

Perry Carter 07/06 

Mary Beth Hardie 07/06 

Thomas Rohweder 07/07 

Marge Walker 07/08 

Leota Baird 07/09 

Johanna Mann 07/10 

Donna Wolcott 07/10 

Gay Brothers 07/11 

Natalie Neal 07/11 

Peter Capriglione 07/12 

Lawson Cope 07/12 

Connie Williams 07/12 

Charles Cimerro 07/13 

Nora Foegeding 07/13 

Nancy Klein 07/13 

John Eric Shutt 07/13 

Hazel Jenks 07/14 

Kyle Smith 07/14 

Mary Anderson 07/15 

Allen Foegeding 07/15 

Jim Johnson 07/15 

Joe Hall 07/16 

Carson Cole 07/17 

Will Cole 07/17 

Beth Deaton 07/17 

Cooper Griffin 07/17 

Owen Griffin 07/17 

Jude Rossi 07/17 

Wendy West 07/17 

Bynum Driggers 07/18 

Jim Stuart 07/18 

Wanda Easley 07/19 

Joe Haseman 07/20 

Andrew Fletcher 07/21 

Emily Saunders 07/21 

Meg Smither 07/21 

Carol Sexton 07/22 

Jeanne Shorter 07/22 

Thien Trang Lieng 07/25 

Lee Smither 07/25 

Mike Fee 07/26 

Charles Kerr 07/26 

Walter Cole 07/27 

Fiona Lockett 07/27 

Whitney White 07/28 

Susan Hughes 07/29 

Mike Horn 07/30 

Lynda Mottershead 07/30 

Rick Tison 07/31 

Youth News 
Summer is a time of service and 
awesome fellowship for our youth! 

Be in Prayer for our Bahamas Mission Team 

On July 14, 23 youth & college students, along with 8 

adults, are traveling to Eleuthera Island in the Bahamas to 

serve with Bahamas Methodist Habitat. During our week 

there, we will assist with their summer camp for local 

school children, sharing in VBS-type activities and fun 

camp traditions. Please pray for us by name, and pray for 

the children and community that we will serve. 

 Team Members: 

Youth - Colin Bross, Lea Bross, Lawson Cope, Lyndon 

Cope, Emma Franklin, Nathan Franklin, West Goodman, 

Owen Lockett, Sara Lockett, Jack Martin, Jason Pendleton, 

Elizabeth Ray, Emma Steiner, Leiko Takahashi, Bella 

Templeton, Sarah Wallace 

Young Adults - Gabriel Adamson, Sarah Louise Johnson, 

Genieve Nunn, Anne Lacey Seaton, Walker Seaton, 

Edward Shutt, Junko Takahashi 

Adults - Guy Bross, Andrew Fletcher, Sarah Fletcher, 

Chris Martin, Amanda Nunn, Chuck Stuber, Christine 

Taylor, Melinda Wagoner 

 

Youth Week: Squad Wars! 

At the end of July, Highland Youth are teaming up and 

competing for the title of Squad Wars Champion! Over the 

course of one week, teams of youth will participate in 

nightly competitions, winning points for participating in 

games, inviting friends, and team spirit.  We'll cap off the 

week with a trip to Emerald Pointe Water Park. This is the 

first chance rising 6th graders will have to experience 

Highland Youth Fellowship - we can't wait to welcome 

them to the group! 
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CONTACT US 

Main number: 919-787-4240   

Senior Pastor ................................. Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz, ext. 103  

Associate Pastor ............................ Rev. Amanda Bunce, ext. 101 

Minister to Youth & Families .......... Rev. Sarah Fletcher, ext. 106  

Minister of Communications  ......... Rev. Janet Baucom, ext. 105 

Director of Children’s Ministry  ............. Amy Takahashi, ext. 109  

Business Administrator ................................... Jim Duke, ext. 108  

Office Assistant  ....................................... Deanna Clack, ext. 122  

Director of Care Ministries ........................... Candi Scott, ext. 104  

Facilities Manager  ........................................ Tom Lamb, ext. 107  

Office Receptionist ...................................... Gail Parrish, ext. 100 

Choir Director ...................................................... Jo Anne Swartz 

Handbell Choir Director ............................................. Kevin Quick 

Contemporary Worship Leader .................................. Paul Reece 

Pastoral Emergencies 
During church office hours, please call the church office to 
contact one of our ministers. If you are unable to reach a pastor 
or if it is after hours, contact the Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz on his cell 
phone at (919) 210-9120 and leave your message. He will contact 
you as soon as possible. 
 
Spread the Word 
Please submit content for the website, the Ridge Rider, and the 
weekly eNews to Rev. Janet Baucom at janet@highlandumc.org. 
The deadline for the next issue of the Ridge Rider is the 15th of 
the month. 
 
Website: www.highlandumc.org 

FEATURED THIS MONTH: 

Vacation Bible School 

Reports from Annual Conference 


