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Acts of Resurrection
We’ve celebrated the risen Christ on Easter Sunday. Now how do we live
like resurrection people, as individuals and as a church?
What does new life look like? At Easter, we
not only celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
from the dead, but we affirm that we enter
into this resurrected life ourselves. This is a
reality that is not just fulfilled at some future
date, but it is a powerful reality we live into
even now. So, what does this resurrected life
look like? How do we grow into it?
On the following pages, you’ll find some of
the stories of the Highland community and
the power of resurrected life. A corner of our
property used to be mostly grass-covered red
clay and rocks. It now hosts an awardwinning garden providing thousands of
pounds of fresh produce for people in need.
(See their latest celebrations on page 2.)
That same garden has fostered numerous
relationships with immigrants looking to
start a new life in the United States. We will

miss hosting ESL classes at Highland, but
hope to maintain our ties to Raleigh’s
immigrant community. (Read about ESL’s
departure on page 3.)
New life might mean a new home. Our
Habitat for Humanity house is almost
completed, and we celebrate that a family
has found a new home. (Meet our Habitat
family on page 4.)
A little help from Highland friends is
bringing new life to the ministry of Zion
Mission in Guyana. Just helping to provide
bathroom facilities can make new
opportunities possible for a church! (Find
the whole story on page 4.)
How is God’s resurrection power at work in
your life? Join us in worship through this
Easter season as we celebrate acts of
resurrection in our lives and in our church.

Church Events
•

May 1 - UMC Q&A

•

May 3 - BBQ & Bake Sale

•

May 14 - Pub Theology

•

May 15 - Final
Wednesday night dinner

•

May 21 - Highlanders
Luncheon

•

June 2 - Senior Sunday

UMM BBQ & UMW BAKE SALE
Join us on Friday, May 3, for our United Methodist Men’s BBQ and United Methodist Women’s Bake Sale. Tickets cost $9, and meals will be
served from 11:30 AM to 7 PM. Take-out boxes can be picked up at the front drive near the Narthex. All Bake Sale proceeds will go to the
Backpack Buddies ministry and provide its budget for the whole year. You can donate home-baked goods, buy home-baked goods, or volunteer
to help us with the sale on the 3rd. Contact Joyce Faucette to help or provide baked goods at jfaucette@nc.rr.com or at 919-787-7589. We
appreciate your help with this worthy cause!

VBS 2019
Everyone can be involved
in welcoming children from
our community through
Vacation Bible School.
June 17-21, 2019
9:00 AM - 12 PM daily
Children ages 3 (as of June 17) through 5th grade
(completed) are invited to join us for VBS 2019: To
Mars and Beyond." We will become voyagers on a
space travel adventure to explore where God's
power can take us. Along the journey, voyages will
discover a new realm of possibilities as they reach
for the stars and encounter the limitless power and
love of God. Register at www.highlandumc.org/
children.
VBS Volunteers Needed!
Vacation Bible School is one of the major
outreach projects of our congregation. During the
week we will welcome over 200 children and their
families. It takes many, many folks working
together to make VBS successful.

We need folks to: lead small groups, greet
and welcome folks as they arrive, prepare and
serve snacks, hand out bandaids, count heads and
sign folks in/out, prepare craft materials, paint
backdrops and decorations, rearrange furniture,
and vacuum up afterwards. If you have an hour or
if you have all morning, there is a way you can help
with Vacation Bible School. Please sign-up at
www.highlandumc.org/children/vbs2019.
Prep Fest 2019

Thursday, June 6 9-12
Wednesday, June 12 9-12
Thursday, June 13 9-3
VBS Prep Fest is a lot of work, but feels like a party!
Bring your scissors and help us cut out craft
projects, make decorations, laminate nametags,
etc. Youth and adults are needed. Given the nature
of our projects, we ask that children not participate
in Prep Fest. If you would like to participate, but
need childcare please contact Amy Takahashi
(amy@highlandumc.org).

Garden Celebrations
In its tenth growing season, our Highland
Community Victory Garden has much to celebrate!
April was a time of much celebration for our Garden. The Garden
community received two awards on April 4 at the Raleigh
Environmental Awards, one in Urban Agriculture and the other
was the biggest award, the Raleigh Environmental Stewardship
Award, which recognizes an individual or organization which has
shown environmental leadership and recognizes the relationship
and continuity of the environment, economics, and equity or
social justice aspects of human society. Representatives from the
church staff and the garden were in attendance in downtown
Raleigh to receive the award (pictured above). Stop by the
display table outside the church offices to see their awards.
On April 13, the Garden hosted “Collard Fest” to celebrate the
Garden’s 10th year (pictured below). In spite of the rainy
weather, the Garden community gathered in Bradley Hall to
enjoy collards from the garden and homemade cornbread. Ten
years and over nine tons of food later, the garden is still growing
strong! We are thankful to the Community Garden’s leaders and
all who have been committed to growing community
relationships as well as fruits and vegetables. All are welcome to
join their good work on Saturday mornings -- no experience
needed!

Saying Farewell to
ESL Classes
On April 11 Wake Tech held its
last ESL class at Highland. The
Community Garden Committee
hosted a lunch as students
celebrated their final day at
Highland
and
received
certificates from the faculty.
Enrollments had been falling
steadily for the last couple of
years from approximately 150
in earlier years to 30 for the
2019 winter session. Several
factors contributed to the
decline: closing of the Palms
Apartments which housed many
refugees,
relocation
of
advanced ESL classes to Wake
Tech’s Beltline campus, and
drastic reduction of number of
immigrants being admitted to
the US. Wake Tech determined
that the latest numbers were
unsustainable. All staff have

been assigned to other Wake
Tech sites; faculty met with
students individually to discuss
ESL options for them to
continue their studies.
Highland enjoyed a rich
partnership with Wake Tech, its
faculty, and the students over
the years. The many refugees
and immigrants who passed
through our doors brought
enrichment and diversity to the
church. Kathie Baggott, Wake
Tech ESL supervisor, actively
sought ways to cooperate to the
mutual benefit of Highland
members and the students.
One particularly rewarding
outcome of that cooperation
was
ESL
Wednesday
gardening. Church members
and groups generously provided

Disaster Response
Cullen Whitley continues to
lead willing and able folks from
Highland and Avent Ferry
UMCs to serve as our Disaster
Response Team. Their special
expertise with clearing trees
makes them unique within our
North Carolina Conference, and
they are frequently called upon
in times of great need.
Following the tornadoes and
severe storms that crossed
North Carolina on Good Friday,

our team was in Hillsborough
the next morning helping to
clear fallen trees from homes.
The picture below was taken by
one of the team, noting not only
the damage done, but the way
that trees broken amidst storms
on Good Friday had formed the
shape of a cross. We give
thanks for these faithful
servants and their work for
communities across eastern
North Carolina.

light lunches to the students
after class and students from all
over the world then worked
with Highland members in the
garden for an hour. Some really
needed the vegetables. Some
had been farmers or gardeners
in their home countries and
welcomed the chance to work
the soil again. Others were
drawn to the garden’s mission
of feeding hungry people and
refused to take produce saying,
“Give it to people who need it.”
Students were invited at the
farewell lunch to continue their
involvement in the garden by
joining Saturday workdays.
For many years the ESL
program provided a rich
resource for Highland to
respond to the Biblical call to
welcome the stranger; both
congregation and students have
been
blessed
by
the
opportunity. Let us pray for
guidance for new and creative
ways to reach out to refugees
and immigrants.

Like us on Facebook
@HUMCRaleigh
and on Instagram
@HighlandRaleigh!

Do you get the
e-news?
This vital Highland
communication arrives by
e-mail each Wednesday at
noon. If you don’t receive it,
you can sign-up at
highlandumc.org, selecting
“Subscribe to our E-news”
near the bottom of the
page.

Family Promise
Family Promise guests return to Highland on May 19-26.
We

look

forward

to

welcoming

these

families

experiencing homelessness, and everyone can help to
offer them hospitality. It takes almost 70 volunteers to
provide dinners, drive vans, play with children, and
provide overnight hospitality. You can sign-up after
worship

on

Sunday

highlandumc.org/serve.

mornings

at

online

at

Supporting Our Friends in Guyana
Several years ago, groups of volunteers from HUMC helped with
construction at a number of Methodist churches and community
buildings in Guyana, a small country on the northeast coast of South
America. There were a total of 24 of us from HUMC, with about 12 of
us going on any one trip. We traveled there 8 times over a 9-year
period from 2005-2013 with Rev. Jim Lee and Rev. David Goehring,
our senior pastors during that time. We have continued to correspond
with folks there, and last summer we had a request from one of the
churches, Zion Mission, to contribute toward a bathroom addition.
Pastor Cheryll Isaacs is a friend who had been a teacher and is now
serving as the Lay Pastor there.
Cheryll told us that it was her dream to plan programs, such as reading
and basic math classes for the community around the church. However,
without a bathroom it was difficult to get folks to stay. Since being sent
to this area, she has already had the church yard fenced, water and
electricity run to the building, doors repaired, and some painting done.
She needed some financial help to get the concrete block work done for
the bathroom and a septic tank installed. Zion Church would provide

the wash basin, the toilet, and plumbing costs.
When the Guyana District of the Methodist Church in the Caribbean
and the Americas gave their approval for this project, past work team
members decided to contribute financially. The estimated cost was
about $1,400. We raised and transferred the necessary funds in March,
and construction started in late March. Work finished on April 6,
2019! That’s about as fast as things ever happen in Guyana!
In addition to getting the septic tank installed and one washroom
completed, Cheryll told us that they had space for an additional
washroom. Her husband helped with the plumbing to save money, so
they were able to install a concrete walk and lighting to the washroom!
Having a walkway from the church to the bathroom is really important
in a rainy tropical country that sits at just about sea level!
Guyana team members have often commented about how industrious
our friends there are. It always amazes us what they are able to do with
just a little help. We are excited about this project and its possibilities
for bringing people to the church and changing their lives. We are
blessed to know our friends in Guyana and to share in their mission!

Habitat Volunteers and the Elengi family
Bathroom Construction in Guyana

Habitat for Humanity

We had a wonderful, but wet, final build day on this year's Habitat
for Humanity house. In 9 short weeks we have gone from a
foundation to a fully constructed house. The best part of the final
day was getting to spend time with our homeowner Jean and his son
Eli. They are both so ecstatic about the house and kept repeating
what a blessing the house was for his family.
The Elengi family has lived in Wake County for 17 years. The
family is comprised of the father Jean Elengi, his 24-year-old
daughter Ruth, and his 23-year-old son Eli. Eli attends NCCU. Ruth
is making plans to return to school. They indicated on their Habitat
application that they like to go to church and pray in their free time!
We are hoping the Elengi family will be able to visit us at Highland
soon so that we can learn even more about them.

This Habitat house was built with nails and boards and the very
patient guidance of David Beam. This house was also built with
love and community. This house was also built with soups and
sandwiches every Saturday and with prayers the whole way
through. This house was built with the generous hearts of the
Highland family. This house, which will be a home, was built
with God's love and provision throughout.
We cannot wait for Jean and his family to move in, and everyone
at Highland is welcomed to come to the house dedication. We
don't yet have the date for the ceremony yet but will be sharing it
with you all shortly. Again, thank you to all who helped make
this year's Habitat for Humanity build possible.
- Sarah Watson & Pat Cronin

May Birthdays
Joe Linthicum

05/01

Logan Moreau

05/12

Sharon Lee

05/28

Ellen Fortenberry

05/30

Judie Ashbaugh

05/02

Kathy Langfield

05/13

Kay Driggers

05/29

Payton Chapman

05/31

David Moreau

05/02

Douglas Templeton

05/13

Ann Perez

05/29

Joyce Faucette

05/31

Aaron Morgan

05/03

David Dix

05/15

Lanny Piper

05/29

David Foresi

05/31

Chris Richards

05/03

Glenda Johnson

05/17

Nathan Stocum

05/29

John Shutt

05/31

Cameron Wood

05/03

Debbie Carroll

05/18

Vance Clayton

05/30

Luke Caffarey

05/04

Ken Schuster

05/18

Anderson La Rocca

05/05

Scott Deuel

05/19

Georgie McKenzie

05/05

Bud Driggers

05/19

Andrew Tucker

05/05

Anna Letchworth

05/20

Sunday School
Teacher Appreciation

Robert Hearn

05/06

Ann Pearce

05/20

Brenda Hudson

05/06

Kay Burgess

05/21

Mike Hughes

05/06

Aidan Cronin-Hudgins 05/21

Helen Morrill

05/07

George Hedrick

05/21

John Hunter

05/08

Allison Schuster

05/21

Junko Takahashi

05/08

Maddie Driggers

05/22

Abby Bugger

05/09

John Griffioen

05/22

Linda Cooksey

05/09

Tom Turner

05/22

Billy Moran

05/09

Andrew Wilkinson

05/22

Anna Yarborough

05/09

Camilla Matzinger

05/23

Judy Allen

05/10

Creighton Wellman

05/23

Melissa Baird

05/10

Molly Lewis

05/24

Mack Burgess

05/11

Ashlyn Ray

05/24

San Lian Lian

05/11

Ehsan Shafiee

05/24

Peggy Reaugh

05/11

Thad McDonald

05/27

Mary Liner

05/12

Debbie Sykes

05/27

Thank you to the dedicated individuals who have served as Sunday
School teachers this year: Tristan Parady, Judy Abee, Chris Richards,
Katie Steiner, Emma Steiner, Tom and Jennifer Turner, Minda and Erik
Griffin, London White and Whitney Richards. These folks have planned
and prepared lessons to engage the hearts and minds of our children.
While they lead games, crafts, stories, and silly skits, their real specialty
is building relationships. The children who participate in Sunday School
have a network of caring adults who know and love them.
Special thanks to Bob Seaton, our Bible verse guy! Each week, Bob has
helped our children learn that month’s memory verse. And to Nem Vung,
who has been an extra set of hands for our preschool class each week.
Teaching Sunday School is a great way to get involved in the life of the
church and the lives of our children. It is one way to fulfill the promise
that we make to all our children when they are baptized, a promise to
help them learn and grow in faith. To learn more about how you can be
part of our teaching ministry, please contact Amy Takahashi
(amy@highlandumc.org).

Youth News
Youth Group in May
It's the last 3 weeks of youth group for the 2018-2019 school
year! On May 5 and 12 we will do a short unit called "Family
Feud." Every family feuds. Whether the latest feud is about
curfews, chores, harsh words, someone’s attitude, or someone
else’s questionable choices, everyone knows what it’s like to
experience conflict with a family member. Some families
struggle more than others, but every family can learn how to
fight more fairly. We’ll finish the school year with this unit that
will challenge us to let our relationship with God transform our
relationships with our family as we seek to be more patient
and forgive more often.
On Sunday May 19 we will honor our seniors and spend the
evening at Frankie's Fun Park to celebrate the year together.
We will meet at the church at 5 PM. No dinner will be provided

that evening. We'll take the church bus over to Frankie’s, and
return by 8 PM. Cost is $25.
Bahamas Mission Team Fundraising Efforts
Thank you to everyone who came out to the Chili Cook-off in
March! We made over $8500 for our trip!! The winning chili
belonged to Chris Martin; Harriet Rowland, Carter Mills, and
Lyndon Cope came in second. James Myers took third place.
Our last fundraiser for our trip is the Envelope Board,
available every Sunday in May after worship. On the board,
there will be envelopes marked with numbers from 1-110.
Each number represents a dollar amount. You pick an
envelope, and put the designated dollar amount inside, then
return it to us. If every envelope is returned, we will meet our
fundraising goal two months early!

Wednesday Nights
at Highland
Laugh, learn, eat and enjoy friendship at Highland on
Wednesday nights
We’ll be wrapping up for the
summer soon, but there are still
three Wednesday night suppers
in May! Dinners will start back
on January 9. Many thanks to
Chef Paul Swartz for the
delicious meals we enjoy and to
Diane Racey for helping to lead
our family of faith in prayers
and celebrations.
Weekly reservations can be
made online by noon on
Monday at highlandumc.org/
Wednesday-nights. Children’s
choirs rehearse before dinner
and Amy Takahashi leads
creative children’s activities

after dinner. What else is
happening after dinner? See
what’s coming up:
May 1: UMC Q&A
The UMC's Judicial Council
meets April 23 - 26 to rule on
the validity of the decisions
made at the Special General
Conference held in February.
Come out tonight to review
their decisions and what they
mean for the future of the
United Methodist Church and
the impact at Highland.

UMW News
We need everyone’s support for
the UMW Bake Sale on May 3.
The Bake Sale provides the
majority of the financial support
for the Backpack Buddies
ministry. Contact Joyce
Faucette to help or provide
baked goods at 919-787-7589
or jfaucette@nc.rr.com.
Circle 7 will complete another
fantastic year with our
traditional salad & dessert

May 8: Reconciling Ministries
Network
(after
Backpack
Buddies!)
Reconciling Ministries Network
is a group of United Methodists
who have spent the past 30+
years committed to welcoming
LGBTQIA+ persons in the life
of the church. How do
individuals,
small
groups,
Sunday School classes, and
congregations become a part of
this network? Stay after dinner
to join the conversation about
how folks at Highland are
committed to hospitality and
welcoming all people.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
meets on May 2 at 10 AM
Contact Nancy Klein at
nancyannklein@gmail.com

for more information.

Pub Theology
Join us on May 14 at
7 PM at Buffalo Brothers on
Lake Boone Trail. Each
month has different
discussion questions,
challenging us to connect
our faith and what’s
happening in the world, and
there’s plenty of room for
differing opinions. Bring a
friend, have a slice of pizza,
and join the conversation.

May 15 - Children's Choir
Celebration
Celebrate the end of the
children's choir year with a
special
Wednesday
night
concert and celebration.
All are invited to join us for
these evenings of fellowship
and growing in faith together.

gathering. Pearce Villa is the
location. 6 PM is the time.
Monday, May 20 is the date.
JOYS!
Circle 1 will meet on Monday,
May 13, at 11:00 AM at
J.Alexanders for our end-of-the
year lunch before we break for
the summer. RSVP to Carol
Thomas at tcarol@me.com or
919-881-1199 if you’re able to
attend.

Remember in Prayer
Donna Wolcott, Henri Braun, Gail Parrish, Pat Scott, Ken
and

Jeanne

Shorter,

Elizabeth

Beam,

Charles

Cimerro, Allison and Robin (Harriet Roland's daughter
and grandson), Margaret Simkus, Dot McGee, Jim Haven,

Summer Sunday
School for All Ages

David Babcock, Leota Baird, Brady Beck (son of Bev and

Our Children’s Sunday School program continues during the
summer months! We count on parents and volunteers from the
congregation to help lead our summer classes so that those who
teach throughout the school year can take a break. If you would be
willing to help with our Summer Sunday School, please contact
Amy Takahashi (amy@highlandumc.org).

Linda Gross (Diane Racey's sister), Norman Ingle (Amy

Adult Sunday School continues through the summer as well. Some
classes continue with their normal routines. Other classes join
together for ten weeks as a combined Sunday School group led by
our pastors and some of the class leaders. Everyone is welcome to
join us for the combined class June 16 - August 18. Details about
location and topics will be in the June Ridge Rider.

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our

Keith Beck), Julia Braswell, Mary Cherry, Don Corning

(Don Templeton's step father), Ginny Gralla, Bill Davis,
Ginny Davis, Phyllis and Donald Edwards, Harold Fuller,
Massey's brother), Phyllis Jackson, Jacqueline Jackson,
Jeanine Lueke, Rob Parady (Tristan Parady's father),
Miriam Parker, Keith Pendleton, Linda Piper, Banner
Smith,

Preston,

Conor

&

Sarah

Mann

Willcox

military: Christian Bugger, Scott Hudson, Robert Boone,
Erich Dix, James Noneman, Matthew Bawden, Ken Colvin

Music News

Highlanders

Musical Groups Prepare for Summer Mode

Even though we call this a “Seniors” group,
any and all Highland adults and friends are
welcome.

Our hard-working music groups are heading into the
home stretch before summer schedule changes begin
in June. The Highland Winds will present music in
worship on Sunday, May 19 ,at the 11 AM service.
Highland Winds will resume regular meetings in the
fall, but plan to meet occasionally during the summer
to "keep their chops" (or bow arms, Alexandra!) in
shape. You will be hearing some members of this
group as soloists during the summer in various
worship services.
The Highland Choir will wrap up weekly rehearsals on
Thursday, June 13; plans are under discussion at
press time, but will be revealed in the June Ridge
Rider. Anthems are being scheduled for the entire
summer, and special groups in our church family will
be called upon to bring summer anthems. Who
wouldn't LOVE to hear a song by UMW Circle 7 or by
some of our adult Sunday School classes? There will
even be a Piano Sunday which will feature sacred
music by students in training to be church musicians
in their adult years.

One more group making a joyful noise: a group of our
children are beginning to learn about handbells and
will chime the hour at one of our 11 AM services in
May (date TBD). Seeing their excitement in ringing
bells brings so much joy to Miss Jo Anne and Mr.
Kevin's hearts! Great things are coming in Highland's
music ministry, and it is all for the glory of God, the
source of all music and joy.
Children's Choirs Celebration May 15 at Wednesday
Night Supper

The Chorister and Cherub Choirs will celebrate a year
of music-making at the final Wednesday Dinner on
May 15 at 5:45 PM. The combined choirs will share
anthems they have learned during the 2018-19
rehearsal season, there will be a graduation
recognition for two singers who will be moving to
UMYF, and a special cake honoring our children
(served for dessert). Families are urged to “save the
date” and to make on-line reservations for the dinner
at highlandumc.org/connect/wednesday-nights.

Tuesday, May 21, 2019 - 12:15 Luncheon in Bradley Hall
followed by presentation by Cullen Whitley: "DISASTER
RESPONSE TEAM!!!"
Please join the Highlanders to learn about the remarkable work
that the UMC Disaster Response Team does following disasters
such as Hurricane Florence. This discussion will be presented by
Cullen Whitley, Team Leader for the NC Conference Response
Team. Cullen has also been named the "Arborist" for the UMC
NC Conference. Cullen's presentation will follow the 12:15
luncheon prepared by our chef, Paul Swartz. Cost of the luncheon
is $9. Please sign up at the reception desk no later than May 17.
Tuesday, June 11, 2019 - Annual visit to Captain Stanley's for
Seafood luncheon.
Several have already inquired about our annual visit to Captain
Stanley's. This is planned for June 11, 2019. Complete details
will be included in the June Ridge Rider.
Looking towards the fall:
No events planned for July and August. The musical "Oliver" is
scheduled at the Temple Theatre in Sanford in September. Please
put September 19, 2019 on your calendar as a possible date for a
day trip for lunch and play in Sanford.

Celebrations and
Sympathies
We celebrate the birth of Levi Townsend Wood on April 23, son
of Molly and Jarrett Wood.
We continue to hold in prayer those who have lost loved ones
recently:
 Sympathy to the family and friends of Margaret Alford who
died on April 10.
 Sympathy to Bob Kruger and family upon the death of his
sister Jeannie Taylor on April 17.

 Sympathy to the family and friends of Pat Zachary who died
on April 21.
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Pastoral Emergencies

Senior Pastor ................................. Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz, ext. 103
Associate Pastor ............................ Rev. Amanda Bunce, ext. 101
Minister to Youth & Families .......... Rev. Sarah Fletcher, ext. 106
Minister of Communications ......... Rev. Janet Baucom, ext. 105
Director of Children’s Ministry ............. Amy Takahashi, ext. 109
Business Administrator ................................... Jim Duke, ext. 108
Office Assistant ....................................... Deanna Clack, ext. 122
Director of Care Ministries...........................Candi Scott, ext. 104
Facilities Manager ........................................ Tom Lamb, ext. 107
Office Receptionist ...................................... Gail Parrish, ext. 100
Choir Director ...................................................... Jo Anne Swartz
Handbell Choir Director .............................................Kevin Quick

During church office hours, please call the church office to
contact one of our ministers. If you are unable to reach a pastor
or if it is after hours, contact the Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz on his cell
phone at (919) 210-9120 and leave your message. He will contact
you as soon as possible.

Spread the Word
Please submit content for the website, the Ridge Rider, and the
weekly eNews to Rev. Janet Baucom at janet@highlandumc.org.
The deadline for the next issue of the Ridge Rider is the 15th of
the month.

Website: www.highlandumc.org

