
Koinonia 
focus 

In Lent this year, we’re hearing stories of brokenness and how through 

God’s redemption we’re being made whole again. 

Redemption 

When a ceramic bowl falls to the ground, it 

breaks into many pieces. We often look at 

this once beautiful vessel and label it as 

beyond repair and simply throw it away – 

depending on its origin, perhaps we shed a 

few tears.  Sometimes when things break, 

we glue them back together and do our best 

to hide the place where it was broken. 

There is a traditional Japanese art called 

kintsugi (literally means “gold repair”) that 

takes precious metals and uses them to piece 

the broken vessel back together. Kintsugi 

understands that the piece is more beautiful 

for having been broken. The flaw is seen as 

a unique piece of the object’s history which 

adds to the beauty. This method does not 

hide the place where it was broken. 

Our lives are like these vessels. We make 

Ash Wednesday 
We begin the season of Lent with worship on Ash Wednesday, March 6, at 7 PM in the 

sanctuary. As Lent is a season of spiritual preparation for the remembrances of Holy Week, 

our worship will include a time of reflection, imposition of ashes, and a call to practices of 

Christian discipleship. For busy commuters who might not otherwise make it inside a church 

building, Highland pastors will be available in the parking lot to impose ashes from 7:30 AM - 

9 AM on Ash Wednesday morning. We see this as a service to our community, as well as an 

opportunity to allow the sacred to intersect with the busyness of our everyday lives.  

choices that chip away at us. Things happen 

to us beyond our control that break us. 

Sometimes we look over the landscape of 

our lives and see only the brokenness, or we 

do everything to hide that we’ve been 

broken. 

Like the art of kintsugi, our lives can also be 

made more beautiful in the places where we 

are broken; we call it redemption. 

Throughout the Bible we find stories of pain 

and brokenness, much like our own reality. 

In scripture we see that, to God, brokenness 

isn’t broken but rather a place God works to 

bring healing and wholeness, to bring 

redemption. Join us in worship through the 

season of Lent as we hear these stories once 

more and explore where God is bringing 

redemption in our lives.  
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Church Events 
• March 1 - 3 – Library 

Book Sale 

• March 6 – Ash 
Wedneday worship 

• March 6 – HCC 
Celebration 

• March 12 – Lenten 
Lunches begin 

• March 13 – Gospel of 
John study begins 

• March 19 – Highlanders 
luncheon 

• March 23 – Chili 
Cookoff 

• March 25 – Visiting 
Choir performance 
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Chili Cookoff & 
Silent Auction 
A fundraiser to support this summer’s youth 

mission trip with Bahamas Methodist Habitat 

The Youth Bahamas Mission 

Team is hosting a Chili Cook-

off event on Saturday, March 

23, 5 - 8 PM.  Please come join 

us for some fellowship, good 

food, good desserts, friendly 

competition, and a little 

shopping. 

 

Got a great receipe? The 

competition is open for entries 

from anyone!  There will be 

some professional chefs 

competing alongside our  home 

cooks. If you would like to 

enter your own chili, contact  

Guy Bross 

(guybross@gmail.com).   

 

Contributions appreciated! 

There will be baked goods for 

sale and a silent auction.  If you 

would like to donate a baked 

good and/or an auction item, 

please contact Lisa Templeton 

(lisa.k.templeton@gmail.com) 

 

Tickets: $10 for Adults, $5 for 

Seniors, and $5 for kids 12 and 

under. Buy your tickets in 

advance from a youth, Rev. 

Sarah Fletcher, or online at 

highlandumc.org/youth/chili. 

Sign-up for HSP 
Register for HSP by March 1; and if you bring 
a non-Highland friend, you both get $50 off! 

9th - 12th graders (completed 

grades): it’s time to sign up for 

the Highland Service Project 

(HSP)  June 23 - 29, 

2019. Bring a friend! If you 

bring a friend to HSP (not a 

regular at Highland), both you 

and your friend will get $50 off 

the $200 cost. Register 

by March 1 at highlandumc.org/

youth/hsp.  

Here are a few reasons HSP is 

such a wonderful experience:  

- You are literally being the 

hands and feet of Christ by 

repairing homes for the elderly 

in Wake County. You can be a 

carpenter! (No experience 

required;  we teach you!)  

 - Enjoy fellowship and bonding 

with your peers and leaders 

staying overnight at Umstead 

Park in Raleigh. No travel 

required, it’s local!  

- It isn’t camping but it kinda 

is! You get a cabin and bed (4 

to a cabin) and food cooked for 

you everyday. 

-  Meet new friends - other 

churches are coming with us !  

- It is fun! Spend a week with 

friends while serving others.  

- Low Cost - Only $200 for a 

week of housing and food. 

Scholarships are available   

- Earn your year of required 

high school service hours in one 

fun week over the summer!  

 

We also need adult volunteers! 

Visit the Highland website for 

volunteer opportunities and sign 

up. Questions? Contact Miles 

Smith at 404 797 6243.  

Youth: Sincerely, God 
The Bible. We all know reading it is important (or at least 

that’s what we’ve been told); but if we’re being honest, 

we probably don’t give it the time or attention we know 

we should. Sometimes we avoid Scripture because it 

seems boring or irrelevant. Other times we avoid it 

because it’s too time-consuming, inconvenient, or maybe 

even convicting. So how do we change that? In this 4-

week series, Sincerely, God, we’ll see and engage with the 

Bible in a new way as we discover that the Bible is a love 

letter, a guide, an invitation, and something that’s meant 

to be lived (not just read). 

**As part of our Sincerely, God series, youth and parents 

have the opportunity to opt into a daily text message 

Bible reading. Over a period of 4 weeks, beginning March 

11, we will read through Psalm 119 together.  If you 

would like to participate, email Sarah! 

Connection Worship Volunteer? 
Whatever role you play - greet, read scripture, serve 

Communion, play in the band, work with sound or visuals - 

join us on Saturday, March 16, at 10 AM in Bradley Hall for a 

worship training event. We’ll go over how we use Planning 

Center and how we can all work together better to bring 

excellence in worship. 

Menu: chili, salad bar, and 

beverage (for children 12 and 

under, there will be chicken 

nuggets and macaroni and 

cheese).  There will also be a 

children's table with child- 

friendly activities for the 

children while the parents 

peruse the silent auction items.  

 

Schedule of Events: 

5:00-7:00 PM -- Food available 

5:00-7:30 PM -- Baked Goods 

for Sale 

6:30-7:30 PM -- Silent Auction 

6:30-7:30 PM -- Vote for your 

favorite chili 

7:30 PM -- Auction and Voting 

results 



Scholarships 
2019 Highland UMC Scholarship Awards 
are available - apply by April 15. 

Qualified applicants are invited to apply for the three 

scholarships listed below. Awards will be determined using 

the application process of the Highland UMC Endowment 

Committee and will be awarded to recipients chosen by the 

Highland Scholarship Committee. Request an application 

from George Deaton, Endowment Committee Chair, at 

gdeaton@att.net, or online at highlandumc.org/ministries/

scholarships. 

 

Betty M. Gardner Memorial Scholarships 

The Betty M. Gardner Memorial Scholarship Fund was 

established by Highland member Mr. Robert Gardner and 

his family in memory of Mrs. Gardner. One or more 

scholarships are available to be awarded to qualifying 

applicants. There is no requirement for an applicant to be a 

member of Highland UMC. There is no restriction on the 

major or field of study of applicants, to the extent that the 

Scholarship Committee approves the major or field of 

study. Each applicant must meet these qualifications: 

1. Is a graduate of a secondary school or a community 

college, or is scheduled to graduate, and is accepted to 

matriculate as an undergraduate or graduate student at a 

college or university. 

2. Shows proof of financial need as demonstrated by 

commonly-accepted instruments for showing need for 

financial aid such as the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA). 

If all above requirements are met equally by more than one 

applicant, preference will be given to applicant(s) from 

Highland UMC. 

 

Grace George Scholarships in Education 

The Grace George Memorial Scholarship Fund was 

established by the Upper Room Sunday School Class, the 

George family, and others in memory of Highland member 

Bill George’s late wife Grace. One or more scholarships 

are available to be awarded to Highland UMC qualifying 

student members enrolled in an education curriculum at an 

institution of higher learning at any level of study. Priority 

will be given to applicants whose concentration is 

elementary education. 

 

Mulwee Scholarships 

The Mulwee Scholarship Fund was established by 

Highland members Earleen and Hal Barnes in memory of 

Mrs. Barnes’ parents Earl and Juanita Mulwee. One or 

more scholarships are available to be awarded to qualifying 

Highland UMC high school 2019 graduating seniors who 

are accepted at a post-secondary institution of higher 

learning. Applicants must have participated in Highland’s 

music program or in a music program outside of Highland. 

There is no restriction on the major or field of study of 

applicants, to the extent that the Scholarship Committee 

approves the major or field of study. 

Music News 
*Epworth Choir coming to Highland (pictured above) 

The Epworth Youth Choir from First United Methodist Church of 

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio will give a free concert at Highland on 

Monday, March 25, at 7 PM in the sanctuary. The 34-voice choir 

is directed by Dean Wagner (also known as a handbell 

composer) and has been in existence since 1934. They sing 

weekly at 8:30 AM worship services at First UMC, traditional, 4-

part music. The choir, their chaperones, and their director will 

arrive at Highland on Monday afternoon for a warm-up 

rehearsal and supper. As their hosts, we will be asking for 

families to host two or more of the singers overnight Monday, 

serve them breakfast Tuesday morning, and return them to 

Highland UMC so they can depart for their next concert venue. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to show hospitality while seeing 

first-hand the blessings of a touring choir. We will begin signing 

up to host singers in homes on Sunday, March 3. Please see Jo 

Anne Swartz, HUMC choir director for more information. 

*Highland Winds in Worship on March 10 

The Highland Winds will present music for the worship and 

praise of God on Sunday, March 10, at the 11 AM service. 

Joining the regular group will be alumni member Adam 

Mottershead (trumpet) who will be on spring break from 

Western Carolina.  Featured pieces will include “Gavotte” from 

Sixth Cello Suite in D major (BWV 1012) by J. S. Bach and hymn 

arrangements of “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” and “More Love 

to Thee.” 

*Cherub and Chorister Choirs Sing March 17 

Our children's choirs and their families have a delightful 

opportunity to sing at the 8:30 AM communion service for the 

first time this year on Sunday morning, March 17! Children will 

learn about the Holy Meal in choir rehearsals prior to this event 

and will sing two of their favorite anthems "All Night, All Day" 

and "Give Me Oil in My Lamp." The Chorister Choir will share 

the piece they learned for January's Bach Festival titled "Bist Du 

Bei Mir" ("If Thou Be Near"), singing in German with the 

translation printed in the bulletin. 



March Birthdays 

Children’s News 
HCC All Star Dinner - Wednesday, March 6 

Please join us as we celebrate our “All Star” Highland Children’s 

Center (HCC).  Earlier this year, the HCC teachers and staff completed 

the process of renewing their star rating for the state of North 

Carolina.  While we are still waiting for the officials to complete the 

process, we want to celebrate the HCC teachers and staff who provide 

exceptional care to children every day as an important part of Highland 

UMC’s ministry in the community.   

The HCC teachers and their families will be our guests for Wednesday 

night dinner on March 6.  Please be part of this evening and help us say 

“thank you.” To help us plan appropriately, please make a reservation 

by noon on Monday, March 4 at highlandumc.org/wednesday-nights. 

 

Movie Night! - Friday, March 8 

Join us in the Conference Room for our next movie night.  Pizza will 

be served at 5:30, and at 6:00 we'll start the movie Incredibles 2.  You 

are welcome to bring a lawn chair or blanket and kids can wear their 

pajamas. The movie is free, but donations to help cover the cost of the 

pizza will gladly be accepted. RSVP by noon on Friday, March 8 (so 

we have enough pizza) at highlandumc.org/children. 

 

Love in A Big World 

Wednesdays  6:30-7:20, Room 202, ages 5-5th grade 

All school-age children are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings 

for “Love in a Big World.” So far we have learned about choice, 

courage, and honesty in this fun study that includes games, 

conversation, stories and scripture as we build character and hope. 

Catherine Hillman 03/01 

Tristan Parady 03/01 

Cullen Whitley 03/01 

Robby Marchi 03/02 

Wendy Stocum 03/02 

Marty Babcock 03/03 

Marvin Beute 03/03 

Doris Kruger 03/03 

Karl Lack 03/05 

Rod Rabold 03/05 

Luke Turner 03/05 

Lyndon Cope 03/06 

Emma Dilley 03/06 

John Day 03/07 

Jason Goodin 03/07 

Sarah Fletcher 03/08 

Ann Hall 03/08 

Chris Martin 03/08 

Les Stallings 03/08 

Bev Beck 03/09 

Sarah Griffin 03/09 

Pat Cronin 03/11 

Logan Earp 03/13 

Courtney Hill 03/13 

Connie Tichy 03/13 

John Person 03/14 

Jennifer Alford 03/15 

Lauren Brothers 03/15 

Heather Charney 03/16 

Kathryn McCarthy 03/16 

Dennis McLain 03/16 

Kevin McCarron 03/17 

Irv Pearce 03/17 

Hon Thang 03/17 

Walker Seaton 03/18 

Jackson Kerr 03/19 

Carly Black 03/20 

Gardner Jones 03/21 

Jason Pate 03/21 

Brett Yarborough 03/21 

Henry Robbins 03/22 

Susan Taylor 03/22 

Hugh Liner 03/23 

Chuck Stuber 03/23 

Amy Massey 03/24 

Pam Brothers 03/25 

Dick Kreisel 03/25 

Nic Hogan 03/26 

Garrett Loftin 03/26 

Dot McGee 03/26 

Holland McPeake 03/26 

Karen Davis 03/27 

Bob Page 03/27 

Steve Broome 03/29 

Bill Correll 03/29 

Noah Earp 03/29 

John Hearn 03/29 

Greg Rossi 03/29 

Martha Wilkinson 03/29 

Quinn Carter 03/30 

Jack Martin 03/30 

Van Brubaker 03/31 

Doug Phelps 03/31 

VBS 2019: 

To Mars and Beyond!   

June 17-21 

9:00 AM- Noon daily 

All children ages 3-5th 

grade (completed) are 

invited to join us for an 

exciting adventure into 

outer space at this year’s 

Vacation Bible School.   

Our VBS students will 

become Voyagers 

through space as we 

discover where God’s power can take us. We’ll learn how God walked 

with heroes of the Bible and how God is always with us, too.   

Vacation Bible School is one of the most exciting weeks of the year 

here at Highland.  Our campus will be overflowing with energy as we 

welcome over 200 children to experience God’s love.  It takes many, 

many volunteers to make our VBS happen. We need adults and youth 

who are willing to tell stories, teach a craft, guide a group, sing silly 

songs, hold a hand, take attendance, paint a backdrop, drive a bus, serve 

snacks, re-arrange furniture, run a vacuum, etc.  There is a job for 

everyone! If you would like to learn more about how you can help with 

VBS, please contact Amy Takahashi (amy@highlandumc.org). 

Registration is open for student and volunteers at  

highlandumc.org/children/vbs2019. 

 



Lean into the 
Season of Lent 
Opportunities for worship, reflection, fellowship, 

and study help deepen our observance of Lent. 

Lenten Lunches 

Join us in the season of Lent for 

a brief Communion service and 

a simple soup and sandwich 

lunch in Bradley Hall, 12:00 - 

1:00 PM, for five Tuesdays 

beginning March 12. This is an 

ideal way to center yourself 

during the week and enjoy a 

time of worship and fellowship 

with your church community.  

Wednesday Night Dinners 

Chef Paul Swartz prepares 

favorites for young and old at 

5:45 PM on Wednesday 

evenings. In addition to sharing 

a meal, we share the joys and 

concerns of our community, 

sing for birthday celebrations, 

and we pray together. Weekly 

reservations should be made by 

noon on Monday. Menus, 

prices, and reservations are all 

online at highlandumc.org/

Wednesday-nights.  

Lenten Bible Study 

Join Pastor Alan for a Bible 

study on the Gospel of John on 

Wednesday nights in Lent in 

room 206 beginning March 13. 

The study is based on Adam 

Hamilton's John: The Gospel of 

Light and Life and will include 

watching Hamilton's video 

presentation each week. Lent is 

a wonderful time to re-read this 

text and consider who Jesus is 

and what he has done for us. 

The study will not meet during 

Holy Week (April 17), but will 

conclude with the resurrection 

story on Wednesday, April 24.  

UMW News 
Circle 1 meets Monday, March 

4, for “Soup Making” day. 

(This is a week earlier than we 

normally meet.)  Come join us 

at 9:30 AM at the home of 

Melanie Wyatt (8119 Dreamy 

Way) to make soup lunch for 

the ESL gardeners prior to 

working in the church garden 

on Wednesday. We have a fun 

time, and it's for a worthy 

cause. 

Circle 7 will meet at 7 PM in 

the conference room on 

Monday, March 4. Our program 

and mission for the evening will 

be Carroll's Kitchen, a nonprofit 

enterprise restaurant designed 

to end homelessness for women 

in Raleigh. They create 

opportunities for single women 

experiencing homelessness via 

a "grab and run" breakfast and 

lunch place on the corner of 

Wilmington and Martin Streets. 

Great opportunity coming in 

April! Highland will be hosting 

a district UMW Mission Study 

on Saturday, April 6, 8:30 AM - 

12:30 PM in the conference 

room. The featured studies will 

be “What About Our Money? A 

Faith Response” by Susan K. 

Taylor and “Embracing 

Wholeness: An Earth 

Perspective on Covenantal 

Living” by Faye Wilson and 

Ellen Lipsey. Learn more 

details about these studies at 

highlandumc.org/connect/umw. 

New Women’s Study 
The Friday Morning Women’s Study group will meet 9:30 - 11:30 

AM for six weeks beginning March 22 (skipping Good Friday) as 

we study Taste and See: Discovering God Among Butchers, Bakers, 

and Fresh Food Makers by Margaret Feinberg. The Psalmist 

declared, "Taste and see that the Lord is good" (Ps. 34:8), so 

Margaret Feinberg decided to take the invitation literally. Join us 

for this exploration of food in Scripture. Contact Rev. Janet 

Baucom for more information (janet@highlandumc.org) 

Remember in Prayer: 
Ken and Jeanne Shorter, Janet Stuber, Ruth Moore, Bob 

Kruger, Elizabeth Beam, Charles Cimerro, Allison and 

Robin (Harriet Roland's daughter and grandson), 

Margaret Simkus, Dot McGee, Margaret Alford, Jim 

Haven, David Babcock, Leota Baird, Brady Beck (son of 

Bev and Keith Beck), Becker Family (Don Templeton's 

friends), Julia Braswell, Martha Brenner (Cousin of 

Harriet Mills), Mary Cherry, Don Corning (Don 

Templeton's step father), Ginny Gralla, Jane Bowen 

(Linda Cooksey’s sister), Bill Davis, Ginny Davis, Donald 

Edwards, Don Fitzgerald (friend the Pendleton family), 

Harold Fuller, Gene and Erik Griffin, Linda Gross (Diane 

Racey's sister), Norman Ingle (Amy Massey's brother), 

Phyllis Jackson, Jacqueline Jackson, Jeanine Lueke, 

Joanie Loftin, Sally Lowe, Charles Lowe, Todd & Jen 

Mellow (Janet Mahoney's nephew and his wife), Rob 

Parady (Tristan Parady's father), Miriam Parker, Keith 

Pendleton, Ken Roberts (friend of Robin and Keith 

Pendleton), Mary Ward, Preston, Conor & Sarah Mann 

Willcox 

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our 

military: Christian Bugger, Scott Hudson, Robert Boone, 

Erich Dix, James Noneman, Matthew Bawden, Ken Colvin  

Methodist Men will meet 
March 9 at 8:30 AM in 
Bradley Hall to enjoy 

breakfast and a program 
from our own  

Rev. Amanda Bunce. 

Pub Theology  
Join us on March 12 at  

7 PM at Buffalo Brothers on 

Lake Boone Trail. Each 

month has different 

discussion questions, 

challenging us to connect 

our faith and what’s 

happening in the world, and 

there’s plenty of room for 

differing opinions. Bring a 

friend, have a slice of pizza, 

and join the conversation.  
Renovations and renewal continues!  

Our parking lot work is approaching its final stages and the 

construction work on Bradley Hall is moving along. Find the 

latest details at highlandumc.org/renovations. 



Habitat Update  
Helping a Family Build a Home at 3108 Frinks 

Street, Crosstowne Subdivision, Raleigh  

The walls are up!! 

Thank you to everyone who 

came out for our house wall 

building day on February 9th. 

Over 25 people from HUMC, 

along with members of the 

Episcopal coalition, and 

members of the community 

came together to build and 

stand up all of the walls for our 

Habitat for Humanity 

House.  We had a busy day and 

it was apparent that many hands 

make light work. We also 

enjoyed a delicious lunch of 

soups and sandwiches provided 

by the loving member of church 

family. 

We still have several days left 

to build. Pick your favorite 

building activity or learn a new 

skill! No experience needed! 

Construction Schedule: 

Siding, Boxing - Sat., March 2 

Siding - Sat., March 16 

Painting, Trim - Sat., March 30 

Finish Work - Sat., April 13 

To volunteer: please go to our 

Volunteer Registration Link at  

vhub.at/HighlandUMC. It is 

extremely important that all 

volunteers use this link. It is the 

only way to register for 

reserved slots. 

Busy those dates? No problem. 

You can go to the same link and 

sign up for any Thursday, 

Friday, or Saturday from now 

until April 13th and build on 

our house. Highland will not be 

providing lunch those days and 

there is no guarantee that 

someone else from HUMC will 

be there on those days, but your 

service is appreciated. 

To learn more about building 

with Habitat, please go to our 

HUMC-Habitat page: 

www.habitatwake.org/

highlandunitedmethodist 

Find the expanded build 

schedule and events, volunteer 

link, Photo Album and FAQ’s 

on this web page. 

If you have any questions, 

please email Sarah Watson 

(setimberlake@gmail.com) or 

Pat Cronin 

(croninp@earthlink.net).  

Family Promise 
Highland welcomes families experiencing 
homelessness March 3 - 10. 

Family Promise is looking 

forward to our next hosting 

opportunity beginning March 3. 

Thanks to everyone who has 

already signed up to be part of 

this awesome week.  There is 

still a need for children’s 

activities, Saturday PM van 

driver, and clean-up help, and 

all of these are a great 

opportunity to share love with 

our community.   

Also, there is good news to 

share about families who have 

been with us over the last 

year.  Two families have been 

in transition homes and have 

recently moved into their 

permanent homes.  One guest is 

awaiting her citizenship papers 

and her son is excelling in his 

sophomore year. One family is 

in their transition home as the 

mother, a TSA worker, is 

celebrating that she is once 

again receiving regular 

paychecks.   

Library Book Sale 
Friday, March 1 2:00 - 5:00 

Saturday, March 2 9:00 - 12:00 

Sunday, March 3 9:00 - 12:30  

Held in the Conference Room 

Bargain books for all ages at incredibly low prices – $1 to 

$3! Invite your friends, neighbors and book club 

members! Cash sales and checks for purchases over $20 

accepted. All proceeds from the sa le will be used to buy 

new books for the church library. Unsold books will be 

given to charities supporting reading programs in our 

community and prisons. Thank you for your support! 

Our Prayer Shawl 

ministry meets Mar. 7 & 

Mar. 21. Contact Nancy 

Klein for more 

information: 

nancyannklein@gmail.com 

Highland Community 

Victory Garden 
Our gardeners are already at 

work preparing soil and 

planting for the garden’s 10th 

growing season. All ages and 

abilities are welcome to join 

their good work on Saturday 

mornings. Contact Donna 

Wolcott for more information

(donna.wolcott2@gmail.com). 



Highlanders 
Even though we call this a “Seniors” 
group, any and all Highland adults and 

friends are welcome. 

Tuesday, March 19, 2019 - 12:15 Luncheon in Bradley 

Hall followed by Presentation on Vietnam and 

Cambodia Travels by Dr. Ron Bobbie. 

"Adventures of a Time Traveler: Combat Veteran Returns 

to Vietnam and Cambodia after 48 Years" will be 

presented by Dr. Ron Bobbie. Ron and Frances Bobbie are 

members of the Fellowship Sunday School Class and 

recently visited Vietnam and Cambodia where Ron served 

in the military 48 years ago. This will be a very interesting 

and informative presentation. The presentation with follow 

the 12:15 luncheon prepared by our chef Paul Swartz. Cost 

of the luncheon is $9. Sign up no later than March 15 at the 

reception desk. 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 - 12:15 Luncheon in Bradley 

Hall followed by Presentation by Rev. Amanda Bunce 

"Living Into Holy Week." 

We are pleased to welcome Rev. Bunce as our speaker for 

this event.  She joined Highland as Associate Pastor on 

January 1, 2019, and her topic is "Living Into Holy 

Week."  This will be a great opportunity to get to know her 

better, and she has been warned to be prepared to answer a 

lot of questions. Her presentation will follow the 12:15 

luncheon prepared by our chef Paul Swartz. Cost of the 

luncheon is $9.00.  Please sign up no later than April 

12, 2019, at the reception desk. 

 

Stay tuned for more exciting events in the spring months. 

Disaster  
Response Team 
The joint Disaster Team from Highland and Avent Ferry UMC 

is still assisting those in need after Hurricane Florence.  The 

NC Conference held an all-day Early Response Training at 

Highland in January to prepare teams on what to do and 

what not to do as early responders to a disaster. Over half 

of the 37 people who attended were from our team, 

including two who have no church affiliation but wish join 

our team.   

Our team is currently structured to provide highly skilled 

arboricultural solutions to tree situations that no other NC 

Conference team can accomplish.  Two or more trips are 

currently being planned to finish the tree work jobs that 

need our team’s skills to complete. The NC Conference has 

asked our team leader Cullen Whitley to provide further 

training by teaching an advanced “Master’s Chainsaw 

Course” to other teams from within our Conference. 

Preparation for the next storm is on-going through training 

and procurement of equipment. Through your 

contributions, a new equipment trailer has been ordered. 

However, we still need funding for more equipment and 

training that will enable the team to perform safely in a 

variety of situations.   

Please remember that when a disaster strikes, it is too late 

to begin preparing for whatever may be coming.  We have 

to always be prepared, with planning and equipment in 

place to respond immediately. Each and every person has 

the power to contribute to our Disaster Team through 

prayers, contributions, or time.  All three are equally needed 

and important! 

Please feel free to contact Cullen Whitley with your 

questions, comments, and ideas or to join the team in any 

capacity!  (cullen.whitley@gmail.com,  919-314-7044) 

Stewardship 

We celebrate an increase this year in the number of general 

fund pledges we have received for 2019, currently 182 

pledges for $855,519 compared to only 160 for $805, 787 

at this point last year. If you haven’t made a financial 

pledge for 2019, it’s not too late! Make your commitment 

by contacting Jim Duke in the church business office or 

online at highlandumc.org/stewardship. 

  

In January 2019, we received general fund revenues of 

$87,013 and incurred expenses of $114,184, yielding a 

deficit for the month of $27,171, which is not ideal but 

about $1000 ahead of where we were this time last year. At 

mid-February, general fund giving for the month is running 

about $3,000 ahead of last year, which is good news. 

We’re confident Highland can overcome this deficit 

through your continuing stewardship and giving to God 

through Highland. Your continuing faithfulness helps make 

ministry happen at Highland! 

An update on finances, pledges, & giving 
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CONTACT US 

Main number: 919-787-4240   

Senior Pastor ................................. Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz, ext. 103  

Associate Pastor ............................ Rev. Amanda Bunce, ext. 101 

Minister to Youth & Families .......... Rev. Sarah Fletcher, ext. 106  

Minister of Communications  ......... Rev. Janet Baucom, ext. 105 

Director of Children’s Ministry  ............. Amy Takahashi, ext. 109  

Business Administrator ................................... Jim Duke, ext. 108  

Office Assistant  ....................................... Deanna Clack, ext. 122  

Director of Care Ministries ........................... Candi Scott, ext. 104  

Facilities Manager  ........................................ Tom Lamb, ext. 107  

Office Receptionist ...................................... Gail Parrish, ext. 100 

Choir Director ...................................................... Jo Anne Swartz 

Handbell Choir Director ............................................. Kevin Quick 

Technical Arts Director ................................... Winston Holloway 

Pastoral Emergencies 
During church office hours, please call the church office to 
contact one of our ministers. If you are unable to reach a pastor 
or if it is after hours, contact the Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz on his cell 
phone at (919) 210-9120 and leave your message. He will contact 
you as soon as possible. 
 
Spread the Word 
Please submit content for the website, the Ridge Rider, and the 
weekly eNews to Rev. Janet Baucom at janet@highlandumc.org. 
The deadline for the next issue of the Ridge Rider is the 15th of 
the month. 
 
Website: www.highlandumc.org 

Holy Week Preview: 
Palm Sunday, April 14, Worship at 8:30, 10:30, and 11 AM 

Maundy Thursday, April 18, at 6 PM in Bradley Hall,                

Dinner, Communion, & Foot Washing 

Good Friday, April 19, Tenebrae worship service at 7 PM in the 

Sanctuary 

Holy Saturday, April 20, Prayer Vigil 6 - 8 PM in the Sanctuary 

Easter Sunday, April 21, Worship & Flower the Cross at 8:30, 

10:30, and 11 AM 


