
Ridge Rider 

Entering the Season of Lent 
What is Lent? The word lent comes from 

an Old English word for “spring season,” 

and indeed it is still tied to the lengthening 

days as we move from winter into spring. 

But Lent also refers to the season of the 

church’s year that precedes Easter, 

beginning with Ash Wednesday and 

continuing six weeks to the climactic 

celebration of Good Friday and Easter 

Sunday. Historically, the Christian Church 

has used Lent to prepare new Christians for 

baptism on Easter weekend. More 

commonly, Christians use the season for a 

kind of “spring cleaning” of the soul: 

clearing out all the junk that gets between us 

and God, adopting practices of fasting, 

prayer, and reflection to focus our attention 

on Christ, and preparing our hearts for the 

spiritual work of Holy Week (the last week 

before Easter). 

Why Jesus? - Lenten Series 
Why do Christians keep insisting on Jesus? Isn’t it enough to believe in God? Whether you are 

a lifelong Christian, used to be Christian, or have never really explored Christianity, come and 

learn about who Jesus said he was. During a season when Christians take stock of who they 

say Christ is, we will explore why this one person shows us the clearest picture of God. Join us 

in worship each Sunday morning for a Communion service at 8:30 in the Sanctuary, for 

Connection contemporary worship at 10:30 in Bradley Hall, and for our traditional service at 

11:00 in the Sanctuary. 

How can you observe a holy Lent? 

Consider how you might take this season of 

the year and use it for your own soul’s sake: 

1)Prioritize being in worship. Lenten 

sermons will be looking at who Jesus is and 

why Jesus matters.  

2)Take on a new or different Christian 

practice. Set aside a special time for prayer, 

make time for Highland’s Lenten Lunches, 

or commit to reading a piece of Scripture 

each day.  

3)Try fasting. Christians have historically 

fasted from food on Fridays during Lent, 

though there are all kinds of ways to fast. 

(This is why people associate Lent with 

“giving something up.”) Give up something 

that distracts you from God and caring for 

others for a few weeks and see how it 

changes you. Blessings to everyone in this 

Lenten season!  
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Church Events 

 Feb. 3 - Community 
Garden Planning Meeting 

 Feb. 4 - 11 - Highland 
hosts Family Promise 

 Feb. 14 - Ash Wednesday 

 Feb. 16 - Youth Mystery  
Lock-in 

 Feb. 16 - Friday Morning 
Women’s study begins 

 Feb. 20 - Lenten Lunches 
begin 

 Feb. 20 - Highlanders 
lunch and program 

 Feb. 20 - 3rd Tuesday 
Social Justice Forum 



Ashes on the Go 
Inviting our Community into the Season of Lent  

For busy commuters who might not otherwise make it inside a church 

building, Highland pastors will be available in the parking lot to 

impose ashes from 7 AM - 9 AM on Ash Wednesday, February 14. 

Highland is perfectly situated at a heavily-travelled intersection and 

we see this as a service to our community, as well as an opportunity to 

allow the sacred to intersect with the busyness of our everyday lives.  

Ash Wednesday Service 
As we prepare to walk with Christ through this season of fasting and 

focus on spiritual disciplines, join us for a time of worship on 

February 14 at 7 PM in the Sanctuary. We begin the season of Lent 

with a time of reflection, imposition of ashes, and a call to practices of 

Christian discipleship.  

Acts Bible Study 
Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:30 PM in the Conference Room 

Led by Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz 

The Acts of the Apostles is often viewed as the history of 

the early church. It is more than that. The Acts of the 

Apostles (or perhaps better, The Acts of the Holy Spirit) 

describe how God, the Holy Spirit, led the early Christians 

in making disciples for Jesus Christ building on the plan 

modeled by Jesus in the Gospels. Drawing on readings 

throughout the New Testament, we will look at how the 

Spirit-led movement spread throughout the Middle East 

and Europe in the first century and continues to do so 

today.  

Pub Theology: Different 
Brews, Different Views 

Second Tuesday of each 

month (February 13) 

7:00PM at Buffalo Brothers 

on Lake Boone Trail 

Meet community 

members, bring friends, 

and join Highland folks for 

food, drinks, and 

conversation about how 

we see God at work in our 

lives and in the world. 

Lenten Lunches 

Join us on Tuesdays through the season of Lent for a brief 

Communion service and a simple soup and sandwich lunch in Bradley 

Hall, 12:00 - 1:00 PM, beginning February 20. This is an ideal way to 

center yourself during the week and enjoy a time of worship and 

fellowship with your church community.  

Mid-week Communion Service & Meal 

Spiritual Formation 
Studies are continuing and a new study beings in 

February. Come grow in faith with us! 

Continuing from January: 

The Book of Galatians: 

Freedom in Christ 

Mondays 6:30 – 8:00 pm in 3rd-

floor Assembly Room 

Led by Bruce Taylor & Connie 

Williams 

(connie.williams@me.com) 

Paul’s letter to the Galatians is 

probably his sternest writing 

against false teaching. Paul 

learns that his Galatian church 

has slipped from a position of 

pure faith in Christ to false 

doctrine, eroding their 

relationship to God and 

destroying their power to 

witness. They were no longer 

living effectively for Christ. Like 

a parent to his children, he bares 

his heart to steer these converts 

back to the truth. Having begun 

on January 8th for 7 lessons, 

join our study of Galatians as 

we hear Paul describe how to 

return to the thrill of faith in 

Christ alone. 

 

Young Adult Small Groups 

A new small group for 20 & 30-

something adults is gathering on 

Monday evenings at the home of 

Charlie and Lori Baber through 

the months of January and 

February. They share dinner 

together, pray, and talk about 

the ways that God is at work in 

their lives and in the world 

around us. Another similar 

group will probably be starting 

up soon. Interested? Contact 

Rev. Charlie Baber 

(charliebaber@gmail.com)  

or Rev. Janet Baucom

(janet@highlandumc.org). 

 

Starting in February: 

Making Sense of the Bible: 

Rediscovering the Power of 

Scripture Today by Adam 

Hamilton (Friday Women’s 

study) 

Fridays 9:30 – 11:30 AM 

6 weeks beginning February 16 

in Room 202 

Led by Rev. Janet Baucom 

(janet@highlandumc.org) 

Adam Hamilton invites us into 

an honest conversation about the 

Bible. Hamilton looks at how 

the Bible came to its present 

state and tackles frequently 

asked questions that Christians 

continue to struggle with. He 

addresses often misunderstood 

biblical themes and leads readers 

to a deeper appreciation of the 

Bible so that they might hear God 

speak through it and find its 

words to be life-changing and life

-giving. 



Children’s News 
The latest on family events from Children’s 
Ministry Director Amy Takahashi 

Vacation Bible School 2018 

June 25-29, 9:00-Noon daily 

Registration Opens Feb. 1 

 It may be months away, but registration for this year’s VBS will 

open on Feb. 1. Spread the word to your friends and family.  As 

you are making your plans for the summer please include 

Vacation Bible School. VBS is open to all children ages 3 (as of 

June 25) through the 5th grade (completed). Youth in grades 6-

12 are invited to volunteers as helpers. And adults are invited to 

volunteer to help teach, lead, craft, play, sing, dance and 

play!  To register, volunteer or to just learn more about VBS 

please visit our website. 

 

Pancake Supper and Lent Workshop 

Sunday, Feb. 11, 5:00 PM 

Please join us on Feb. 11 for an event that will basically be a 

“Lenten Version” of our popular Advent Wreath Workshop. We 

will enjoy a meal together and then each family can work 

together to make a Lenten Prayer Calendar to take home to use 

during the season of Lent (which starts on Wednesday, Feb. 14).  

Additional details will be posted online. Reservations are 

requested, but not required. You can sign-up to attend or sign-up 

to help at www.highlandumc.org. 

 

Walk with Jesus—a Holy Week Experience for Families 

Sunday, March 25  

Please mark Sunday evening, March 25, on your calendar for a 

special Holy Week experience. We will visit the Upper Room, 

the garden of Gethsemane, and talk with followers of Jesus to 

learn more about the events of Holy Week. Specifics will be 

available in the March Ridge Rider. If you would like to 

volunteer to help with our “Walk with Jesus” experience, please 

contact Amy Takahashi (amy@highlandumc.org). 

 

Sunday Morning Update 

Each Sunday morning at 9:20 our elementary children gather in 

Room 202 to start our hour together. Our classes are enjoying 

this new pattern for our Sunday School. Our opening time 

together gives us a chance to check in with everyone and see the 

video that goes with our lesson as a large group. Sometimes we 

play a game and sometime we talk about this quarter’s mission 

emphasis. AND. . . .Bob Seaton helps us learn the memory verse 

for each unit!!!  Bob is so much fun! 

The verse for February is:  “Who then is this? Even the wind and 

the sea obey him.” Mark 4:41 

All children ages 3-5th grade are invited to join us on Sunday 

mornings. We’re saving you a seat! 

Youth News 

Youth Group in February 

This month in youth group we'll finish up our series on 

"Finding Friends." To celebrate our friends and joy they 

bring into our lives, we're hosting a Mystery Lock In to 

conclude the unit - more details below! Near the end of 

the month we'll start a new 3-week unit called 

"Unbelievable." We may not like to admit it, but we all 

have questions and doubts about our faith. In this series, 

we'll see that our doubts and questions don't have to 

destroy our faith, but refusing to talk about them might. 

Over the three weeks we'll wrestle with our doubts by 

voicing our questions, remembering how Jesus has 

transformed our lives, and considering why we followed 

Jesus in the first place. 

 February 4: Finding Friends - The best friends are wise 

friends 

 February 11: Finding Friends - Jesus wants to be your 

best friend 

 February 18: No youth group (come to the lock in!) 

 February 25: Unbelievable - Jesus can handle your 

questions 

 

Mystery Lock In - February 16 

Invite a friend to play a human sized game of Clue! We'll 

split up into teams and scour the church building for clues 

to solve a mystery. Once the mystery is solved, there will 

be manhunt, snacks, board games, and other fun. Sign up 

online at www.highlandumc.org/youth/mystery. 

 

A Night in My Car - March 23 

An event for the entire family! Spend the night in your car 

in the Highland parking lot to raise money for Family 

Promise. Youth groups from Hayes Barton UMC, North 

Raleigh UMC, and Forest Hills Baptist will join us for this 

event, raising awareness of reality of being homeless, 

while also raising funds for an important ministry of our 

church. If you can’t participate, consider sponsoring a 

youth! 

 

Confirmation Continues 

Please continue to be in prayer for this year’s class: Will 

Horn, Owen Lockett, Nicole Madden, Matthew Richards, 

and Leiko Takahashi. (Pictured on the next page) 

Youth Ministry questions? Contact Rev. 
Sarah Fletcher at sarah@highlandumc.org 



Highlanders 
Even though we call this a "Seniors" 
Group, any and all Highland adults and 
friends are welcome. 

Tuesday, February 20, 2018 - Lenten Luncheon and 

Concert by the Cardinal Singers of Raleigh 

 Most of you know that the director of this group is 

Elizabeth Beam and the accompanist is Earleen Barnes, 

both long time members of Highland UMC. In addition, 

several of the singers also are members of Highland. We’ll 

join the church community for a Lenten Communion 

service at noon, followed by a simple lunch at 12:30 PM 

and the Cardinal Concert will follow at 1:00 PM. Sign up 

no later than February 16, 2018. 

 

Thursday, March 15, 2018 - Day Trip in Church Bus to 

Sanford, NC for "Church Basement Ladies" Musical at 

Temple Theatre and Lunch at Davison's Steaks 

 The church bus will load at 9:45 AM and depart 

promptly at 10:00 AM. We will travel to Sanford, NC and 

have lunch at 11:00 AM at Davison's Steaks, with great 

food and desserts. After lunch, we will drive to the Temple 

Theatre to attend their production of "Church Basement 

Ladies," which starts at 2:00 PM. 

 Thirty-five tickets have been purchased, however, it may 

be possible to purchase additional tickets if more than 35 

sign up to go. Ticket cost is $22.00 each and is payable in 

advance, no later than February 25, 2018. 

 Please make checks to Charles Stuber and place in the 

Highlander mail box in the church office area, or mail to 

him at 1800 Manuel St. Raleigh, NC, 27612. It is 

suggested that you sign up as soon as possible at the 

reception desk, as the tickets are going fast. 

    

Tuesday, April 17, 2018, Luncheon followed by Paula 

Berryann's discussion of her recently published book 

"Optimize Life for Your Aging Parents and You." 

More details in the next Ridge Rider. 

 

Spring Getaway Trip - May 23-25, 2018 - Traveling to 

Washington, D.C. and Lancaster, PA - Tour Bible 

Museum and Enjoy Musical Jesus 

 Nancy Cabe has planned another great trip in her 

comfortable motorcoach. Highlanders and friends will be 

traveling first to Washington, D.C. to tour the newly 

opened Bible Museum. The trip will continue to Lancaster, 

PA for a meal in an Amish home followed by the new 

musical Jesus in the fantastic Sight and Sound Theatre. 

 A $50 deposit is required to reserve a seat (no later than 

March 30) with the balance due by April 20, 2018. The 

cost is $555 each for double occupancy with checks 

payable to Nancy Cabe Tours. More details at reception 

desk.  

Wednesday Nights 
If you haven’t joined us for Wednesday nights 
lately, come by and see what’s happening at 
Highland. 

Wednesday nights are a snapshot of church life, where our 

family of faith comes together to eat and catch up on life’s 

ups and downs, to pray and to sing, to talk and to grow in 

faith together.  
 

Join us for dinner: 

Chef Paul Swartz prepares home-cooked favorites and 

weekly reservations can be made online by noon on Monday. 

Reservations, costs, and dinner menus are available online at 

highlandumc.org/Wednesday-nights. In addition to sharing a 

meal, we share the joys and concerns of our community, sing 

for birthday celebrations, and pray together. 
 

Make a joyful noise: 

· Children’s choirs rehearse at 4:45 PM (preK - Kindergarten) 

and 5:15 PM (grades 1 - 5). 

· Bells Alive (beginning handbells) rehearse at 5 PM, 

HUMRingers at 6:30 PM. 

· Connection Praise Band practices in Bradley Hall at 7:30 PM. 
 

Growing in Faith: 

Amy Takahashi leads a variety of activities for children, often 

including the arts and time for age-appropriate worship. 

Several of our youth are participating in Confirmation classes 

with clergy and adult mentors. Pastor Alan is leading a study 

of the book of Acts (see page 2). All are invited to join us for 

these evenings of fellowship and growing in faith together. 

2018 Confirmation Class 



Family Promise 
Sharing love, helping others, and spending time 

together in community  

Our next Family Promise week will be February 4 - 11. We have had a 

wonderful fall and would like to continue to make the week our Family 

Promise families are with us a time when they feel the love and warmth of 

Highland. Please help us welcome the next group of families coming to 

Highland. The sign-up is available at highlandumc.org/serve. If you have 

questions, please contact Janine Wood, ej9wood@gmail.com or 919-606-

7328.  

Garden News 

Curious about our Community Garden? Community Garden participants and 

organizers will gather February 3 at 9:30 AM in the Conference Room to 

celebrate 2017 in the garden and plan for 2018, our 9th season. We will be 

talking, too, about a new Eagle Scout project for the garden. We will have 

coffee, tea and juice. Bring a treat to share if you like. 

Clothing Closet 
Highland’s Clothing Closet serves a huge variety of families in 

our community, including ESL students, Lacey families, and 

Familiy Promise guests. In addition, we have been able to 

provide clothes for Love Wins Ministries, a community 

organization ministering to the homeless and at-risk 

population of Raleigh. Thanks to Highland’s financial support, 

the Clothing Closet recently upgraded its shelving and storage 

capacities so as to better serve our community. (see pictures 

right) 

Clothing donations are always welcome and can be dropped 

off in bins near the church offices. The next clothing 

distribution will be on Saturday, February 10, while our Family 

Promise guests are present. If you are interested in helping 

that evening, please contact Vicky Adamson at 

adamson.v@gmail.com. 

Mark your calendar 

for the 3rd Tuesday 

Social Justice Forum 

on February 20         

at 7 PM. 

Planning begins for the 2018 Garden season 

Prayer Shawls 

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the first and third 

Thursday mornings each month until May. (This month, 

that’s February 1 and 15.) We meet in the church parlor 

from 10 AM to noon and would welcome new members 

at any time. As well as being productive, we are a 

loving, sharing, caring group and would love to add 

more to our group. Questions? Contact Nancy Klein at 

nancyannklein@gmail.com. 

Knitting, Crocheting, Caring for Others 

Fighting Hunger 

Mark your calendars for the Rise Against Hunger meal-

packing event on Saturday, April 28. Rise Against 

Hunger (formerly known as Stop Hunger Now) seeks to 

end hunger worldwide in our lifetimes by mobilizing 

people and resources for the world’s most vulnerable 

populations. Highland can pack thousands of meals in a 

single day; the only limitation is paying for the supplies. 

A typical meal-packing day can cost $10,000. How can 

you support Rise Against Hunger this spring? Consider 

fasting from a favorite treat this Lent and donating the 

money saved to Highland’s Rise Against Hunger fund. 

Collect spare change, host a lemonade stand, or just 

write a check—every donation helps! 

Rise Against Hunger planned for April 



Save the Concert Date 

Handbell choir is a unique music form that 
provides a significant contribution to our 

worship experiences. 

Highland’s organist, Marcia Nance, and Highland member George 

Deaton, tenor, will present a concert of great organ and religious 

vocal music on Sunday, April 15th at 3:00 PM. Marcia’s concert 

pieces will not only demonstrate the multi-faceted sounds of 

Highland’s wonderful instrument, but also will bring joy to the 

listener, calm the soul, and lift the spirit. George will take us on a 

journey through the Old and New Testaments using different genres 

of vocal music, including spirituals, songs, and arias. Learn more at 

highlandumc.org/worship/music. 

Ringing for Joy! 

Maybe you'd like to give it a try! Are you ninth grade or older? Can 

you read music? Do you have a good understanding of rhythm? Are 

you solid in knowing your right hand from your left? Do you have 

significant talents counting from one to four over and over again? 

Come give us a try! Ann Pearce is always eager to provide orientation 

and instruction. Please call (919-696-1691) or email 

(ann@pearce.net) to start the conversation.    

Remember in Prayer 

Judy Wilson, Faye Cheers, Walter Templeton (Don 

Templeton's father), Joyce Hicks, Margaret Simkus, Cathy 

Batten, Franky Batten, Mary Ward, Dot McGee, Margaret 

Alford, Jim Haven, David Babcock, Brady Beck (son of Bev 

and Keith Beck), Ginny Gralla, Hal Barnes, Jane Bowen 

(Linda Cooksey’s sister), Helen Cook, Bill Davis, Ginny 

Davis, Virginia Downs, Harold Fuller, Linda Gross (Diane 

Racey's sister), Brian Hudson, Norman and Norma Ingle 

(Amy Massey's brother and sister-in-law), Hal & Debbie 

Kennedy (Sharon Lee’s sister & brother-in-law), Betsy 

Lovitt (friend of Marcia Nance), Jeanine Lueke, Sally Lowe, 

Thelma Lowder (Linda McLain's mother), Charles Lowe, 

Dee Maronpot, Jean Mims, Natalie Neal, Carol and Ady 

Parker, Dianne Pickett and her sister Patty Hanner, 

Preston, Conor & Sarah Mann Willcox. 

 

Please also remember in prayer those serving in our 

military: Michael Casey, Scott Hudson, Robert Boone, 

Erich Dix, James Noneman, Matthew Bawden  

We have open spots on 

the Sanctuary flower 

calendar for Feb. 4 & 18.  

Contact Deanna Clack  

at 919-787-4240  

or by e-mail at 

deanna@highlandumc.org 

if you are interested. 

The Highland United 

Methodist Men will have 

their regular monthly 

breakfast and program 

on Saturday February 

10th at 8:30 AM in the 

Bradley Center. Please 

come join us for some 

wonderful fellowship 

and the best $1 home-

cooked breakfast in 

Raleigh!  

UMW News 
UMW Board Welcomes New 

Members 

The United Methodist Women 

would like to thank outgoing 

board chairs, Joyce Faucette and 

Pat Scott, and outgoing vice-

president, Linda Piper, for their 

leadership. We welcome new 

board co-chairs Diane Racey and 

Jane Gray, who began their new 

positions in January 2018. Other 

board members are Toni 

Downey, secretary, Karen 

Copeland, treasurer, and Joanie 

Loftin, communications.  

  

February Circle Meetings 

Circle 1 will meet on Monday, 

February 12 at 9:30 to assemble 

flu kits for Alliance Medical 

Ministry. This yearly project is a 

lot of fun as we have time to 

visit as we work. All women of 

Highland, whether you are part 

of a circle or not, are 

encouraged to attend and help in 

this mission project.  

Circle 7 will meet on Monday 

evening, February 5, at 7:00 PM 

in the Conference Room to 

make valentines for shut-ins and 

assemble kits for the homeless. 

Bring scissors, glue sticks, 

stickers, and anything else that 

can be used to decorate the 

valentines. Anyone interested in 

eating supper beforehand can 

meet at Randy's Pizza, Lake 

Boone.  

Circle 8 will meet on Tuesday, 

February 13 at 2:00 PM. This 

group will continue their study 

of a book by Adam Hamilton. 

 

UMW Mission Studies 

NC Conference UMW come 

together several times a year for 

mission studies, and the spring 

studies are coming up soon. 

Each session offers choices of 

study topics and an opportunity 

to learn and discuss these ideas 

with women from across our 

conference. On March 10 from 

9-1 at West Nash UMC in 

Wilson, three studies are 

offered: Missionary 

Conferences of the UMC 

(Geographic Mission Study), 

Living as a Covenant 

Community (Spiritual Growth), 

and Climate Justice: A Call to 

Hope and Action (Social 

Issues). On March 24 from 9-1 

at Whitley Memorial UMC in 

Smithfield and on April 28 from 

9-1 at St. James UMC in 

Raleigh, two studies are offered: 

Missionary Conferences of the 

UMC and Living as a Covenant 

Community. If you would like 

to attend, please RSVP to Roxie 

Lee Floyd at 

eandi@capitalumw.com and 

let her know which date, which 

study, and the number of people.  

April 15 at 3 PM in the Sanctuary 



The Connection Praise Band 

leads worship at our 10:30 

service each week and includes 

both vocalists and a wide range 

of instrumentalists. Some read 

music, some play by ear - no 

specific music experience is 

required. The Praise Band 

rehearses Wednesday nights at 

7:30 PM in Bradley Hall. If you 

enjoy contemporary Christian 

music and would like to join, 

contact Rev. Charlie Baber at 

charliebaber@gmail.com. 

Highland’s Music Ministry is 

blessed with many committed 

and talented individuals who 

help lead us in worship each 

Sunday. And there’s always 

room for more! 

The Highland Choir sings most 

Sundays at 11:00 and twice each 

month at 8:30. They rehearse 

Thursday nights at 7:30 PM in 

the Choir Room. Interested? 

Contact Interim Choir Director, 

 Jo Anne Swartz at 

joanne@highlandumc.org. 

Make a Joyful Noise 

February Birthdays 

Reaching Our Community: Facebook 

Many of Highland’s members are among the two billion 

Facebooks users. We share anecdotes of our day and enjoy 

seeing pictures of friends and family, but do we realize that it 

is also a way to share our faith and tell our community about 

what God is doing at Highland? 

Check-in at Highland 

Anytime you come to worship, “check-in” on Facebook on 

your phone. Even if you don’t post a lot of Christian content 

on your page, checking in is a simple way of telling folks, “It’s 

Sunday morning and I’m at church.” 

Follow Highland’s page, then click when you see posts 

Highland typically posts at least three times each week about 

Alex Martin 02/01 

Jude Martin 02/01 

Tamara Brubaker 02/03 

Phyllis Jackson 02/03 

Sally Lowe 02/03 

Richard Moore 02/03 

Meriwyn Baber 02/04 

Charlie Baber 02/05 

David Hood 02/05 

Vicky Earp 02/06 

Amy Takahashi 02/07 

Mary Bugger 02/08 

Kennan Mottershead 02/08 

Laura Pace 02/08 

Beverly Coley 02/09 

Beverly Marchi 02/09 

Brooks Ratledge 02/10 

Alan Swartz 02/10 

Henry Taylor 02/12 

Caroline Crouse 02/13 

Jim O'Donnell 02/13 

Susan White 02/14 

Magara Boisvert 02/15 

Nuam Don 02/15 

Harriet Roland 02/15 

Linda Taylor 02/15 

Patrick Horn 02/16 

Jeff Mann 02/16 

Fred Tarver 02/18 

Pam Mims 02/19 

Judy Wilson 02/19 

Gail Flowers 02/20 

Alice Fowler 02/20 

Steve Gergen 02/20 

Kerry Havner 02/20 

Don Uap 02/20 

Nem Vung 02/20 

Carter Mills 02/21 

Shirley Rocha 02/21 

Bill Francois 02/22 

Allen Smith 02/22 

Janine Wood 02/22 

Minda Griffin 02/23 

Mark Adamson 02/25 

Christian Dickens 02/25 

Austin Fee 02/25 

Sarah Hardie 02/25 

Allen Smith 02/25 

Elizabeth Stocum 02/25 

Rhonda Wilkerson 02/26 

Virginia Childs 02/27 

Owen Cole 02/27 

Reid Gray 02/27 

Ryan Philmon 02/27 

Colin Bross 02/28 

Mike Dove 02/28 

Dim Huai 02/28 

Sophia Lieng 02/28 

At the time of printing, 

Highland’s business 

office was still 

completing its final 

accounting for 2017. 

Stay tuned for the final 

word on how Highland 

finished out the 

stewardship year. 2018 

pledges still welcome! 

ministry events, Sunday worship, and ways Highland is 

serving in our community. The way Facebook currently 

works, when Highland posts a picture or event, it is shown to 

only a small percentage of all the people who follow our 

page. In order for more people to see it, people have to 

“like” it, share it, or comment on it, then Facebook shows it 

to more people and the word spreads. Without those clicks 

and comments, posts remain unseen. Not only can you help 

Highland spread the word in our community, but this 

becomes an easy way for your to share your faith and church 

life with your Facebook friends. 
 

Follow us on Facebook: @HUMCRaleigh 
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CONTACT US 
Main number: 919-787-4240   

Senior Pastor ............................................ Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz, ext. 103  

Associate Pastor  ......................................... Rev. Charlie Baber, ext. 101  

Minister to Youth & Families...................... Rev. Sarah Fletcher, ext. 106  

Minister of Communications  ..................... Rev. Janet Baucom, ext. 105 

Director of Children’s Ministry  ........................ Amy Takahashi, ext. 109  

Business Administrator .............................................. Jim Duke, ext. 108  

Office Assistant  ................................................... Deanna Clack, ext. 122  

Director of Care Ministries ..................................... Candi Scott, ext. 104  

Facilities Manager  ................................................... Tom Lamb, ext. 107  

Office Receptionist ................................................. Gail Parrish, ext. 100 

Interim Choir Director ......... Jo Anne Swartz, joanne@highlandumc.org 

 

Pastoral Emergencies 

During church office hours, please call the church office to contact one of 

our ministers. If you are unable to reach a pastor or if it is after hours, 

contact the Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz on his cell phone at (919) 210-9120 and 

leave your message. He will contact you as soon as possible. 

Spread the Word 

Please submit content for the website, the Ridge Rider, and the weekly 

eNews to Rev. Janet Baucom at janet@highlandumc.org. The deadline 

for the next issue of the Ridge Rider is the 15th of the month. 

Website: www.highlandumc.org 

Thank you! Highland church members have been making extra efforts to welcome the stranger and 

invite the neighbor. Whether you shared a bag of coffee with a neighbor to invite them to Christmas 

Eve services, baked cookies to welcome new ESL students, or have shown a visitor how to find the 

nursery, we are so thankful for the place of welcome you have made Highland. 


