
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONTHLY NEWS AND MINISTRIES OF HIGHLAND UMC |  SEPTEMBER 2017 

Ridge Rider 

After reviewing feedback about the summer worship experience, the 

Church Council has adopted some modifications for our Sunday 

mornings to try through the fall. 

Fall Worship Schedule Updates 

Highland continues to discern improvements 

for Sunday morning worship services.  We 

celebrate the growth at the Connection in a 

later timeslot and the continued strength of 

Sunday School for all ages.  Taking feed-

back and data into account, the Church 

Council approved a revised worship sched-

ule to take effect August 27 and continue 

through the end of the calendar year. 

The only time change is the early service 

returns to 8:30 AM.  Weekly Communion 

continues, with minor changes to shorten the 

service into a 50-minute timeframe. 

The Connection will continue at 10:30, in-

corporating more time at the beginning to 

center folks before the sermon.  Amy 

Takahashi will resume children’s messages. 

Clergy presiding at the Connection will aim 

to greet people before and afterwards.  

The window between Sunday School and 

11:00 has revealed challenges and opportu-

nities.  The Children’s Team will develop 

activities for kids after Sunday School while 

parents fellowship.  Coffee will be served in 

the Narthex starting at 10:20, encouraging 

folks to linger, chat, and greet people arriv-

ing for worship.  Sunday School classes are 

welcome to adjust their schedule to reflect 

the services their members attend, taking full 

advantage of this time schedule. 

The 11:00 service will continue largely as 

before, with the children’s time offered by 

one of the clergy present. 

Another time of evaluation will be sched-

uled for early November.  Tweaks and ad-

justments continue as needed to improve and 

grow our Sunday worship experience.  Full 

details available at highlandumc.org. 

Church Events 

¶ Sept. 3 - Bible Sunday 

¶ Sept. 6 - Wednesday 
Night activities resume 

¶ Sept. 8-10 - Youth 
Seniors Retreat 

¶ Sept. 9 - UMM Breakfast 

¶ Sept. 10 - Legacy Sunday 

¶ Sept. 10 - Fall MYF 
begins 

¶ Sept. 10 - 17 Highland 
hosts Family Promise 

¶ Sept. 21 - Highlanders 
trip to Sanford 

¶ Sept. 22 - Family Movie 
Night 

Holy Conversations: Faith & Politics 
Join us Wednesdays September 6 – 27, 6:30 - 7:30 PM . What is the role of the Christian faith in 

relation to politics? Should there be a relationship between the two? How do we read Scripture 

and how does it inform our answers to these questions? Join us for a series of conversations, host-

ed by Pastor Alan, where we seek to discern these answers together. 



Legacy Building 
Sunday September 10 
Legacy: Something we do now that will live on. 

Highland is pleased to have the 

Rev. Dr. Reginald Ponder as 

preacher for Legacy Building 

Sunday, a day for churches to 

celebrate individuals who have 

made legacy gifts. We are grate-

ful for those, both living and 

passed, who have supported the 

mission and ministry of High-

land by making a planned gift. 

Dr. Ponder is a distinguished 

minister in the NC Conference 

celebrating his 60th year of min-

istry. Besides his service in pas-

toral ministry and as a District 

Superintendent, he has served as 

a leader for the United Methodist 

Retirement Homes, Louisburg 

College, and the United Meth-

odist Foundation.  He currently 

serves as senior pastor at Eleva-

tion UMC in Benson.  

What is a legacy? 

Matthew 26:6-13 tells of a lega-

cy in the form of an alabaster jar 

filled with an expensive per-

fume. Though considered waste-

ful by many of Jesus’ followers, 

he knew the giver’s heart and 

acknowledged her generosity, 

naming her selfless expression 

of love: “Now I assure you that 

wherever this gospel is preached 

all over the world, what she has 

done will be told in memory of 

her.”  

My Own Legacy Gift 

A legacy gift to benefit High-

land opens doors for future gen-

erations, but the greatest bless-

ing of a legacy gift is the capaci-

ty it has to inspire others as an 

expression of love for Christ and 

His Church. What will your 

legacy be? There are numerous 

ways to contribute to an endow-

ment, including a will or be-

quest, appreciated securities, 

retirement plan assets, account 

beneficiary designation, and a 

variety of cash and/or asset 

gifts. 

For more information on how to 

make a legacy gift, visit high-

landumc.org/ministries/legacy-

giving or contact Highland’s 

Endowment Committee Chair 

and Legacy Leader, George 

Deaton, at (919) 851-1255 

Staff Changes 
New staff, new positions, staff in new roles, 
who do we contact with questions? 

Here’s a quick cheat-sheet:  

For congregational care concerns 

or membership and church data-

base questions, please contact 

Candi Scott. If you want some-

thing communicated (website, e-

news, Ridge Rider, etc.), contact 

Rev. Janet Baucom. For financial 

questions, contact our Business 

Administrator, Jim Duke. Flower 

calendar sign-up and payment is 

handled by Deanna Clack. If you 

have other questions or need 

assistance in the office, contact 

our church receptionist, Gail 

Parrish at the church office, Mon-

day - Thursday mornings. If Gail 

doesn't have the answers you 

need, she can direct you to the 

right person. 

Any of the staff can be reached 

by e-mail or calling the church 

office at  919-787-4240. 

Boy Scout Troop 357 Service 
Project Enhances Choir Room 
On Tuesday August 15, members of Troop 357 from Highland and 

their leaders painted the choir rehearsal room as a service project. 

The dedicated team of eight painters prepped, taped around trim-

work, and painted to transform the beige walls to a fresh sage 

green. The difference is amazing! Come by and see for yourself. 

The Highland Choir offers their heartfelt thanks to the Scouts, to 

Tom Lamb for securing samples and supplies for the project, and to 

Highland's custodial team for moving furniture, filing cabinets and 

chairs so our volunteers could work easily on this project. 

#UNFOLLOW 
New Worship Series 

What are those things in life that keep us from 
living the kind of life God calls us into? When do 
we decide that there are things that we just 
need to #unfollow? Join us in worship as we 
listen for wisdom from the epistle of James, 
Sundays September 3rd - October 8th. 

Find updated 
information and all 
the details at 

Highlandumc.org 

Highland’s HUMRingers hand-

bell choir welcomes those who 

wish to make music to God’s 

glory.  Beginners are invited to 

join Bells Alive to learn more 

about playing bells, Wednes-

days 5:00 – 6:00 PM.  More 

experienced ringers are invited 

to join HUMRingers in playing 

monthly during worship Sep-

tember to May. Rehearsals are 

Wednesdays 6:30 – 7:45 PM.  

Interested? Contact director 

Ann Pearce at 

ann@pearce.net or  

919-696-1691.  

highlandumc.org/ministries/legacy-giving
highlandumc.org/ministries/legacy-giving
highlandumc.org/ministries/legacy-giving


 

Children and Family Ministries 
Children’s Sunday School 

Our children’s Sunday School is trying something new this 

year.  Our elementary children (K-5) will start each session with 

the “Big Group.”  We will gather in the conference room to greet 

each other and welcome visitors.  We’ll have music, mission, 

offerings and our Bible story together in one big group.  We will 

then move to our classrooms for activities and discussion related 

to our story for the day.  Parents will pick their children up from 

their classrooms at 10:20. Our preschoolers will continue in their 

current location - room 103 - for the entire hour.   

* Preschoolers  Room 103 

* K-1 Room 205 

* 2nd Grade  Room 201 

* 3rd Grade Room 203 

* 4th and 5th Grade Room—large conference room  

 

 

Family Movie Night - Friday September 22 

5:00 - “How to Play the Ukulele” - a short workshop for middle 

and older elementary children (grades 2-5) 

5:30  Pizza 

6:00 Movie:  Moana 

More than a movie night, our older kids are going to get to try out 

the ukulele—the instrument featured in our island-themed 

flick.  Please let us know if you are coming!  RSVP by noon on 

Friday the 22nd (amy@highlandumc.org). 

Love in a Big World 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 - 7:30 PM beginning September 6 

Our children ages 4-5th grade will be participating in a new pro-

gram after supper this fall.  We will gather upstairs at 6:30 for 

stories, crafts, and activities focused on building hope and char-

acter.  Everyone is invited!    

 

Hate Speech, Racism & the 24-hour News 
Cycle: How to talk with your children 

Sunday, Sept.ember 10 - 6:00 PM       

Parents are invited to join us in the large conference room for a 

discussion time.  Childcare/activities will be provided.  

 

Blessing of the Animals 

Saturday, October 7 - 11:00 AM 

Bring your crowd-friendly pet for a special service in the tradi-

tion of St. Francis of Assisi. 

 

Trunk or Treat 

Sunday, October 29 

5:00 PM Hotdog supper 

6:00 PM Trunk-or-Treat 

This is always a HUGE event as we welcome the community to 

Highland.  Please save the day and plan on being a part! 

Make a Joyful Noise with the Highland Choir 

All Are Invited to Come and Sing 
Do you sing in the shower? Sing with the radio? Like making a joyful noise? 

Come sing with the choir! Not sure you have the skills? Jo Anne's willing to work 

with you and help you learn. The Highland Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings 

at 7:30 PM in our newly-painted choir room! We present anthems for worship at 

the early traditional service (1st and 3rd Sundays), and weekly at the 11 AM tradi-

tional service. Please contact Jo Anne Swartz, interim choir director at Highland, 

to learn more about out the choir!  (e-mail joanne@highlandumc.org or call/

text 919-210-9132) 

Meet Our Choir - October 15 
Mark your calendars: The Highland Choir is hosting a covered-dish supper Sun-

day, October 15 at 6 PM especially for anyone interested in learning about the 

choir and possibly joining the group.  We are also excited to announce the presen-

tation of Vivaldi's Gloria on Sunday, December 17 at the 11 AM service with or-

chestra and harpsichord. 
Many thanks to Troop 357 for sprucing up the choir room! 



 

Youth 
Senior Retreat 

The Class of 2018 is heading to the beach! On September 8-10, 

High School Seniors will hang out by the pool, eat a lot a food, 

share the best parts of growing up at Highland, and talk about 

faith beyond High School. Be in prayer for the seniors as they 

end High School this year, apply to colleges, and look to the 

future. Our seniors are: Gabriel Adamson, Aidan Cronin-

Hudgins, Ben Franklin, Faye Gant, Abbie Johnson, Sarah Louise 

Johnson, Adam Mottershead, Lee Murray, Anne Lacey Seaton, 

Edward Shutt, Junko Takahashi, and Devon Troester. 

 

Youth Group starts September 10 

We meet each week from 5-7pm, and any youth in grades 6-12 

are welcome. We have dinner at 5pm, then games and worship, 

and we close with small groups based on age. For more info go to 

highlandumc.org/youth/youthschedule. 

Our first unit this fall is “Refresh”, a study on the most important, 

most essential elements of our faith. We’ll refresh and remind 

ourselves of the important spiritual practices of discipleship with 

this unit on discipleship and spiritual disciplines.  

 
Middle School Lock-in 

On October 6th we’re having a lock-in for MIDDLE SCHOOL-

ERS ONLY. Come hang out with your friends, eat junk food, 

play games, and have a great time. You won’t have to worry 

about any of those serious high schoolers there to ruin your fun. 

The fun starts at 7:30 PM, and ends the next morning at 8 AM. If 

you plan to attend, email Sarah (sarah@highlandumc.org) to let 

her know! 

 

Pumpkins 

The pumpkins are coming! It’s still 95 degrees outside, but it’s 

almost time to break out all things pumpkin. Throughout the 

month of September, be on the lookout for sign up links to work 

shifts in the Pumpkin Patch. You can sign up online or after wor-

ship services. We’ll be unloading pumpkins on October 8th at 

12:00pm, and we need all hands on deck to unload a tractor trail-

er full of beautiful pumpkins. We’ll have pizza for lunch, and 

then we’ll unload until we’re done (generally around 3pm)!  

 

Pilgrimage 

Save the Date! Pilgrimage is November 10-12, and online sign up 

will be available soon!  Pilgrimage has been bringing 5000+ 

youth (6th-12th grades) to the Crown Coliseum in Fayetteville, 

NC for 24 years. It’s a life-changing weekend filled with amazing 

artists, thought-provoking speakers, and inspiring youth leader-

ship - all bearing witness to the transforming love of Christ. 

Sponsored by the NC United Methodist Conference, this week-

end offers students and adult leaders a weekend worship experi-

ence that calls everyone to a new or stronger faith in Jesus, chal-

lenging everyone to share God’s love in word and action. With 

this year’s speakers, Rachel Held Evans and Sarah Heath, you 

won’t want to miss this trip! 

Wednesday Nights at Highland 
Dinners and Activities Resume September 6 

Paul Swartz will be returning this fall as our chef and we look forward to enjoying 

wonderful meals together.  Meal passes for the 14-week semester can be purchased 

online through our website, providing a small discount and a standing reservation.  

Reservations for any individual week can be made by noon on Monday. 

Wednesday Evening Activities 

4:45 - 5:15  Cherub Choir (preschool) 

5:15 - 5:45  Chorister Choir (elementary) 

5:00 - 6:00  Bells Alive (beginning bell choir) 

5:45  Dinner 

6:30 - 7:30  Love in a Big World (children) 

 Youth Homework & Prayer time 

 Holy Conversations (youth & adults) 

6:30 - 7:45 HUMRingers 

7:30  Praise Band Rehearsal 

 

Weekly Meal Prices 

$7 adults, $6 youth, $5 child, maximum of $24 /family 

Make reservations, buy a meal pass, find this week’s 

menu and all the additional details at     

highlandumc.org/wednesday-nights. 

highlandumc.org/youth/youthschedule
http://highlandumc.org/wednesday-nights/


Bake Sale for 
Backpack Buddies 
We need you to help fight childhood hunger in 

Wake County 

Please help the United Methodist 

Women raise money to feed our 

hungry children through the 

Bake Sale on Friday, October 6 

in conjunction with the UMM 

BBQ. You can donate home-

baked goods, buy home-baked 

goods that day, or volunteer to 

help us with the sale on the 

6th.  Sign-up sheets will be 

located throughout the church in 

the coming weeks.  All Bake 

Sale proceeds go to the Back-

pack Buddies ministry. 

CROP Walk 
Join Highland’s Team for the Greater 
Triangle Area CROP Walk 

When: Sunday, October 22, 

2017, 2:30 PM walk 

Walk Distance:  3.1 mile & 1 

mile options 

New Location: North Carolina 

State University, Court of the 

NC North Trail, Raleigh  

 

Help Highland set a new record 

for the largest team! CROP Hun-

ger Walks are community-wide 

events sponsored by Church 

World Service. The Raleigh 

branch of the Food Bank of 

Central and Eastern North Caro-

lina directly benefits from this 

event.  Together, we can help 

end hunger in our community 

and around the world!  Sign up 

to walk or donate at 

www.crophungerwalk.org/

raleighnc/highland. 

Meals on Wheels 
We are in immediate need for a coordinator and volunteers for our 

Meals on Wheels Program. Meals on Wheels takes an hour and half 

on the 2nd Wednesday of each month. For additional details or 

questions please email Roz Thompson at 1cleoroz@gmail.com  or 

call her at 919-812-4605. 

Community Garden 
Tomatoes, okra, peppers, eggplants, beans to harvest . . . 

beets, radishes, kale, collards, lettuces to plant . . . As 

much as we love our summer veggies it's exciting to get 

those Fall crop seeds in the ground. Come help us turn 

beds, plant seeds, and harvest on Saturday mornings.  

Another really exciting thing about Fall will be our first 

annual "Celebration of the Garden and Its Gardeners." 

We'll gather on Saturday, October 7th at 6:30 PM to give 

tours of the garden, share a film about our "Singing Gar-

dener," Tommy Onorato, and then enjoy a few songs by 

Tommy in a "moonlight serenade.” There may even be a 

few surprises! 

Backpack Buddies 
resumes Wednesday 
September 13 at our 
Church Dinner 

 

Family Promise 
Thank you to the many people who have committed to welcoming 

Family Promise guests September 10 - 17.  A few remaining spots 

may be available.  You can check online at 

wihnathumc.ivolunteer.com/familypromise_sep_2017. 

We will be hosting Family Promise again, November 19-

26.   Please join in volunteering to make this a special Thanksgiving 

for our guests.  Sign-ups will be available in October. 

If you have questions, please contact Janine Wood, Family Promise 

Coordinator for HUMC, at ej9wood@gmail.com or 919-606-7328. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

will gather on September 7 

and 21 in the Parlor from 

10 AM to Noon.  We 

welcome anyone who 

would like to knit and/or 

crochet prayer shawls  

with us. 

 

Clothing 
Closet 

Our Fall Clothing Closet Drive 

has started. We supply clothing 

to about 25 families during the 

year. We need Men's, Women's 

& Children's clothing/shoes/

linens in all sizes. Please drop 

off in bins at the Church office. 

Tax receipts are on the door to 

Jim Duke's office. Questions? 

Contact Vickie Adamson at  

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/raleighnc/highland
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/raleighnc/highland
wihnathumc.ivolunteer.com/familypromise_sep_2017


Endowment 
We celebrate with this year’s scholarship 
recipients at Highland 

Highland’s Endowment had total assets of $2.3M as of 

June 30, 2017. Since inception, grants of more than $1.5M 

have been made for missions, ministries, capital projects, 

scholarships, support of non-profit organizations, and other 

purposes. 

 

The Endowment Committee and scholarship sponsors are 

pleased to announce these scholarship awards for 2017: 

 

The Betty M. Gardner Memorial Scholarships are for 

qualifying graduates of a community college. This year’s 

recipient is Man Nem Vung, who is a senior at Meredith 

College. Mr. Bob Gardner and his family established the 

Betty M. Gardner Memorial Endowment to fund these 

scholarships from earnings of the endowment. 

 

The Grace George Scholarship in Education Endowment 

was established by Mr. Bill George and others to fund 

scholarships for qualifying students at any academic level 

beyond secondary school whose studies emphasize 

teaching. This year the recipients are Hawhon Thang, who 

is studying Music Education at Pensacola Christian 

College, and Abigail Bugger, whose studies at Greensboro 

College emphasize education. The Endowment Committee 

is indebted to Mr. Bill George, who made a generous gift 

to augment the earnings of the Grace George Endowment. 

 

The Mulwee Scholarship Endowment was established by 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Barnes in memory of Earleen’s parents. 

The scholarship, funded by endowment earnings, is for 

qualifying Highland graduating high school students who 

have participated in music activities either at Highland or 

elsewhere. The 2017 award was made to Douglas 

Templeton, who is enrolled at Wake Technical Community 

College.  

 

Highland members and others may make gifts to any of 

these endowments. Specify whether your gift is for an 

endowment or an awards fund. 

 

The Endowment Committee is indebted to these members 

of the Scholarship Selection Committee who evaluated 

applications and recommended awards: Sue Sink, Charles 

Stuber, Ellen Tucker, Sarah Fletcher and Allison Morgan. 

Library News 
Strengthening the faith journey of book 
lovers in our congregation 

Summer Reading Program Awards: Our Summer Reading 
program, Linked Together, was a success! Over 70 books 
were read by our participants during the month of July. 
Each time a child completed a book, they put the name of 
the book on a strip of paper and added it to a paper chain 
that was hung in the library. It was an impressive sight!  
 
The children were required to read a minimum number of 
books, according to their age level. Those who met that 
requirement received an award of a $5 gift certificate to 
Goodberry’s!  The children who received an award are: 
Elizabeth Stocum, Kenley Myers, Hadley Myers, Carter 
Lane, Nolan Fry, and Peter Baucom.   
 
We are proud of ALL our readers and hope they will keep 
using our library and continue reading throughout the 
year! 
 
Bible Study Helps: Fall Studies will be underway very soon. 
Check our Library Catalog Computer if you need a little 
extra reading material. You can search by title, author or 
keyword. We have many commentaries, Bible 
Dictionaries, etc. in our reference section…most are 
available for check out. You'll find a treasure of material 
on the Adult Nonfiction shelves. 
 
Find more information, as well as recent picks from our 
library staff, at highlandumc.org/ministries/library  Our 
Library is located in Room 208.  Books are due back in 3 
weeks.  A library staff member is on duty every Sunday 
morning between 10:20 until 10:50 to provide assistance. 
Come in and receive blessings from books! 

The ABC Class welcomes individuals and 
other classes for a four-week study on 

Methodist Theology, taught by Rev. Charlie 
Baber.  Join us Sundays beginning 

September 3 at 9:20 AM in the 3rd Floor 
Assembly Room . 



Highlanders 
 Even though we call this a "Seniors" Group, any 

and all Highland adults and friends are welcome. 

Thursday, September 21, 

2017 - Day Trip to Sanford, 

NC  

The church buses will load 

at 9:45 AM and depart promptly 

at 10:00 AM.  We will travel to 

Sanford, NC and have lunch 

at  Davison's Steaks, with great 

food and desserts.  After lunch, 

we will ride to the Temple Thea-

tre to attend their matinee pro-

duction of "Footloose" which 

begins at 2:00 PM.  The deadline 

for tickets has already passed, 

but check with Charlie Stuber 

(919-787-0313 or  

919-601-2519) to inquire about 

open spots. 

October 9-12, 2017 - Fall Get-

away Trip to Northern Ken-

tucky  

    Nancy Cabe has planned 

another great trip in the comfort 

of a motorcoach.  Highlanders 

and friends will be traveling to 

Williamston, KY to explore the 

full-size replica of Noah's Ark 

and the Creation Museum in 

nearby Petersburg, KY.  

    We will also be treated to a 

dinner at the Montgomery Inn 

Boathouse near Cincinnati, OH, 

with a striking view of the Ohio 

River.  The restaurant advertises 

"best ribs on the planet and be-

yond."  We also will enjoy some 

great scenery while on the drive 

to and from our destina-

tion.  There are fliers at the 

church reception desk with more 

information.  Again, check with 

Charlie Stuber to see if any 

spots remain. 

  

Save the Dates: 

Tuesday, November 14, 2017 - 

Luncheon and Speaker (TBD) in 

Bradley Center 

Friday December 15, 2017 -Day 

Trip to Selma and Smithfield, 

NC to attend Christmas Jubilee 

at the Rudy Theater in Sel-

ma, lunch at Holt's Lake in 

Smithfield. 

Spiritual Formation 
Fall Classes are starting and open to all! 

Wearing God by Lauren    Win-

ner (Fr iday Women’s study)  

Fridays 9:30 – 11:30 AM 

7 weeks beginning September 1 

in room 202 

Led by Janet Baucom  

(janet @highlandumc.org) 

Author, scholar, and priest Lau-

ren Winner surveys the Bible to 

meditate on all the ways it talks 

about God, especially less com-

mon ones.  We are accustomed 

to hearing about God as creator, 

shepherd or king, but what about 

others?  Wearing God: Clothing, 

Laughter, Fire, and Other Over-

looked Ways of Meeting God 

invites you to delve into Scrip-

ture and meet God all over again. 

 

Esther 

Mondays 6:30 – 8:00 PM 

5 weeks beginning September 

12 in the Parlor 

Led by Bruce Taylor & Connie 

Williams

(connie.williams@me.com) 

The Book of Esther was written 

as an encouragement to the Jews 

in the 5th century after they had 

been scattered throughout the 

Persian Empire.  After being 

taken into captivity in Babylon, 

only a small percentage returned 

to their homeland of Judea.  

Thankfully the story of Esther 

was recorded lest they forget 

that God was still actively in-

volved in their everyday lives. 

 

UM Women 
Circle 1 will kick off the year with a planning session/fall 

fellowship meeting in the Conference Room at 9:30 AM on 

Monday, September 11. 

 

Circle 8 will meet at 2:00 PM in the Parlor on Tuesday, September 

12.  We will begin a study by Adam Hamilton titled, Confronting 

the Controversies--Biblical Perspectives on Tough Issues. All are 

welcome to join in this study. 

Congratulations! 
Two couples in our Highland family recently celebrated 
milestone anniversaries. Congratulations to Stan & Judy 
Dilley on their 50th Anniversary on August 5, and to Kay & 
Bynum Driggers on their 60th anniversary on August 6. 

Jim and Sharon Lee will celebrate 50 years of marriage on 
September 23.  As Jim tells it, fifty years ago, they were 
both serving in the military, stationed north of London, 
England.  In England, you had to be married in a civil 
ceremony, but Jim and Sharon agreed that a church 
wedding by a “real minister” was required!  So, a couple 
days following the civil ceremony, on September 23, 1967,  
a Baptist minister in a small village church made it “really 
official.”   

We congratulate all three couples on their long and happy 
marriages. 

Highland welcomed 
new member 
Betsy Pridgen  
on August 20. 

The Highland United 

Methodist Men will resume 

their monthly breakfast and 

program on Saturday 

September 9th at 8:30 AM in 

the Bradley Center.  Our 

guest this month will be our 

own Bob Seaton, who will talk 

about his recent trip to 

Sweden.  Please come join 

us for some great home-

cooked food, fantastic 

fellowship, and what promises 

to be a wonderful program! 

  



With Many Thanks to John Robinson 
John Robinson has retired from almost 20 years of faithful service as the managing editor, designer, and printer of the Ridge Rider.  That represents 

over 200 editions of the Ridge Rider, thousands of pictures taken, and more hours given in service than can possibly be counted.  Highland is deeply 

grateful to John for his dedication and commitment to helping Highland communicate all these years.  We also want to express our thanks to the 

whole team that has worked with John to get the newsletters printed, folded, and prepared for mailing.  It never would have happened without your 

help! 

CONTACT US 
Main number: 919-787-4240   

Senior Pastor  ......................................... Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz, ext. 103  

Associate Pastor  ........................................ Rev. Charlie Baber, ext. 101  

Minister to Youth & Family Ministry ....... Rev. Sarah Fletcher, ext. 106  

Minister  of Communications .................... Rev. Janet Baucom, ext. 105 

Director of Children’s Ministry  ..................... Amy Takahashi, ext. 109  

Business Administrator ............................................. Jim Duke, ext. 108  

Office Assistant  ................................................. Deanna Clack, ext. 122  

Director of Care Ministries .................................... Candi Scott, ext. 104  

Facilities Manager  .................................................. Tom Lamb, ext. 107  

Office Receptionist ................................................ Gail Parrish, ext. 100 

Interim Choir Director ........ Jo Anne Swartz, joanne@highlandumc.org 

Pastoral Emergencies 

During church office hours, please call the church office to contact one of 

our ministers.  If you are unable to reach a pastor or if it is after hours, 

contact the Rev. Dr. Alan Swartz on his cell phone at (919) 210-9120 and 

leave your message.  He will contact you as soon as possible. 

Spread the Word 

Please submit content for the website, the Ridge Rider, and the weekly 

eNews to Rev. Janet Baucom at janet@highlandumc.org.  The deadline 

for the next issue of the Ridge Rider is the 15th of the month. 

Website: www.highlandumc.org 

1901 Ridge Road 

Raleigh, NC 27607 
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